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NOW   IN  PREPARATION. 


Advertisers  should  particularly  note  that  this  Diary  is  used 
every  day  of  the  year  in  thousands  of  pharmacies  in  all  parts  of 

the  world.  We  had 
a  striking  proof  of 
that  during  the  past 
week  when  a  colonial 
chemist  sent  to 
large  advertiser  in 
this  year's  Diary 
an  order  for  goods 
which  will  pay  for 
the  advertisement 
and  more.  This  is 
the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1897  ;  in 
December,  1896,  that 
advertiser  informed 
us  that  he  was  satis- 
fied with  the  busi- 
ness the  Diary  had 
brought  him.  Many 
other  similar  in- 
stances might  be 
mentioned,  but  the 

best  proof  of  the  Diary's  utility  is  its  growth.  We  strongly  urge 
upon  all  firms  who  are  in  business  for  business  to  secure  a  good 
space  in  the  1898,  and  put  an  effective  and  informative  advertise- 
ment of  their  goods  in  it.  Our  Publisher  will  give  what  assistance 
lie  can  to  those  who  address  him  at  42  Cannon  Street,  E.G. 


A  Few  Serious  Fires  are  reported  (p.  570). 

Some  More  Chemists  have  obtained  wine-licences 
(p.  570). 

Some  supplementary  notes  on  the  Grocers'  Exhibition  are 
printed  on  p.  588. 

South  Australia  has  now  obtained  her  annual  pharma- 
ceutical fee  (p.  573). 

Everyone,  whether  rich  or  hard-up,  shoull  read  the  note 
on  money-lenders  on  p.  593. 

Some  further  revelations  in  regard  to  Irish  union  drug- 
contracts  are  printed  on  p.  572. 

Some  of  the  firms  who  are  members  of  the  Canadian 
P.A.T.A.  are  mentioned  on  p.  573. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  deprived  Mr.  S.  T. 
Kowe,  Kedruth,  of  his  M.P.S.  (p.  581). 

There  is  a  good  budget  of  South  African  news  this  week, 
including  several  personal  notes  (p.  574). 

Professor  Frank  Clowes,  of  Nottingham,  is  likely  to 
succeed  Mr.  Dibdin  as  L.C.C.  chemist  (p.  597). 

The  Edinburgh  Minor  proved  too  much  for  the  candi- 
dates this  month:  31  passed  and  86  failed  (p.  531). 

Six  Persons  have  been  selected  for  six  pharmaceutical 
annuities,  and  will  be  elected  in  December  (p.  580). 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  welcomes  Mr.  Beecham"s  attempt  to  stop 
cutting;,  and  asks  him  to  put  his  pills  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list 
(p.  603). 

Professor  McLeod's  Address  to  the  Square  students 
was  not  ambitious,  but  it  was  practical,  and  really  an  address 
to  students  (p.  578). 

The  New  Government  Laboratories  were  formally 
opened  on  Friday  last,  when  Dr.  Thorpe  received  a  distin- 
guished company  (p.  586). 

The  Home  Office  has  intimated  that  acetylene  gas 
under  a  pressure  of  between  one  and  two  atmospheres  or 
more  is  an  "explosive"  (p.  570). 

The  London  University  matriculation  and  science  ex- 
aminations and  the  apothecaries'  assistants'  examination 
have  been  altered.    See  the  notes  on  p.  593. 

The  Hanbury  and  Fluciogee  Medals  were  presented 
at  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Monday.  We  give  portraits  of  the 
recipients  and  of  the  Pereira  medallist  (p.  577). 

In  connection  with  the  Photographic  Salon  we  refer  to 
some  of  the  more  notable  points  in  technique  by  which  some 
striking  departures  are  made  in  photography  (p.  591). 

The  German  Chemical  Industry  has  been  slightly  less 
profitable  during  the  last  year.  So  it  appears  from  the 
association  of  manufacturers'  annual  meeting,  which  is  re- 
ported on  p.  573. 

The  Markets  show  several  interesting  features  this 
week.  Quinine  has  been  the  chief  centre  of  interest.  The 
spice-boom  is  still  raging,  but  has  shifted  from  white  pepper 
to  cloves  (p.  598). 

The  Treasury  are  prosecuting  the  maker  of  Wallace's 
specific,  which  contains  aconite,  for  selling  it  without  label- 
ling, &c.  The  maker  declares  that  he  renders  the  aconite 
safe,  and  the  Bow  Street  Magistrate  has  referred  tl  e 
matter  to  an  independent  expert  (p.  594). 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Society  Mr.  T.  W.  Kobinson  was  the  defeated  candidate  for 
the  Council  vacancy.  The  retiring  President  delivered  an 
address,  and  a  discussion  took  place  on  company  pharmacy 
resulting  in  Dr.  McWalter's  condemnatory  motion  being 
carried.  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes  has  been  elected  President  of  the 
Society  (p.  582). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Eegulations  for  Storage  of  AcetylenexGas. 

The  Explosives  Department  of  the  Home  Office  has 
recently  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  the  restric- 
tions to  be  applied  to  the  manufacture  and  keeping  of 
acetylene  gas,  and  has  conducted  various  experiments  with 
the  object  of  gaining  information  on  this  matter.  The 
results  show  conclusively  that  acetylene  gas  per  se,  when 
under  a  pressure  of  something  less  than  two  atmospheres,  is 
violently  explosive ;  whereas  at  a  pressure  of  less  than  one 
and  a  half  atmosphere  it  appears  to  be  reasonably  free  from 
liability  to  explosion,  provided  it  is  not  admixed  with  oxygen 
or  atmospheric  air.  For  commercial  and  practical  purposes 
it  is  considered  sufficient  to  allow  a  pressure  of  20  inches  of 
water  above  that  of  the  atmosphere  (i.e.,  roughly,  about  one 
and  one-twentieth  atmosphere),  and  it  is  accordingly  pro- 
posed to  draw  the  safety  line  at  this  point,  and  to  declare 
acetylene,  when  subject  to  a  higher  pressure,  to  be  an 
'■  explosive"  within  the  meaning  of  the  Explosives  Act,  1875. 
In  France  and  Germany  the  authorities  have  fixed  the  limit 
of  danger  at  one  and  a  half  and  one  and  one-tenth  atmo- 
spheres respectively,  and  have  imposed  prohibitions  or 
restrictions  on  the  keeping  or  manufacture  of  the  gas  when 
it  is  at  a  higher  pressure. 

A  Carbolic-acid  Case  at  University  College. 

A  fatal  case  of  poisoning  by  carbolic  acid  occurred  at 
University  College,  W.C.,  on  October  2.  Shortly  after- 
going  to  work  two  of  the  carpenters  engaged  at  that  institu- 
tion decided  to  have  a  drink.  They  had  been  presented  with 
some  claret,  and  the  bottle  stood  by  the  side  of  another, 
which  contained  the  acid.  One  man  took  a  couple  of 
mouthfuls,  and  finding  it  was  not  wine  he  was  drinking  went 
over  the  way  to  the  hospital,  where,  by  the  prompt  use  of  a 
stomach-pump,  he  was  relieved,  and  was  able  in  a  short  time 
to  go  back  to  his  work.  His  companion,  however,  a  man  of 
about  60  years  of  age,  who  had  been  employed  for  many 
years  at  the  college,  drank  something  like  ^  pint  of  the 
fluid,  and  while  he  was  being  taken  over  to  the  hospital  he 
died.  At  the  inquest  held  on  Monday  evidence  of  these 
facts  was  given,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  carbolic  acid  was 
served  out  from  the  chemical  laboratory  in  a  wine-bottle 
without  a  label.  Dr.  Danford  Thomas,  the  Coroner,  thought 
that  in  view  of  the  number  of  poisonings  which  occurred 
from  this  acid  such  carelessness  was  somewhat  remarkable. 

Their  Lordships  are  Considering. 

Deaths  from  drinking  carbolic  acid,  either  by  misadventure 
or  for  purposes  of  suicide,  have  increased  very  much  of  late. 
Serious  attention  has  constantly  been  drawn  to  the  danger, 
and  to  the  necessity  for  some  restriction  of  the  sale  under 
the  same  conditions  as  those  which  ai  e  enforced  in  the  case 
of  poisons.  But  when  carbolic  acid  is  calmly  put  into 
an  empty  claret-bottle,  without  even  a  label,  and  then  placed 
in  the  same  cupboard  with  a  bottle  of  claret,  it  is  tempting 
fate  beyond  endurance.  Yet  this  is  what  appears  to  have 
been  done  according  to  the  evidence  given  at  an  inqurst 
held  yesterday  in  the  St.  Pancras  Coioner's  Court.  It  is 
high  time  that  the  distinct  labelling  of  carbolic  acid  as  a 
poison  should  be  made  compulsory. —  Westminster  Gazette. 

Fires. 

A  fire  was  started  in  the  cellar  of  Mr.  Giddar's  chemist's 
shop  at  Grimsby  last  week  through  Mr.  Giddar  dropping  a 
lighted  candle  on  some  straw.  The  assistant  promptly 
checked  the  fire  by  throwing  some  ammonia  on  it,  and  not 
much  daxrage  was  done. 


The  premises  of  Mr.  J.  Pascall,  in  the  Blackfriars  Road, 
were  destroyed  by  fire  on  Saturday  morning  of  last  week. 
Mr.  Pascall  is  a  manufacturing  confectioner,  and  was  the. 
introducer  of  maltex  and  other  lozenges  sold  by  chemists. 
His  factory  was  a  very  large  one,  and  it  was  almost  totally- 
ruined.  It  is  believed  that  the  fire  was  the  work  of  an< 
incendiary.  When  the  brigade  was  first  called,  it  was  found 
that  three  separate  fires  had  been  started  with  crates  of  straw. 
These  weve  soon  put  out.but  an  hour  later  a  new  fire  started 
and  spread  with  marvellous  rapidity.  Mr.  Pascall  has  taken 
temporary  premises,  and  re-commenced  business  on  Monday- 
morning. 

An  outbreak  which  might  have  undoubtedly  led  to  a- 
serious  disaster  occurred  in  Norwich  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing last.  About  1  A.M.  a  constable  was  attracted  by  the- 
smell  of  burning  wood,  and  observed  smoke  issuing  from  the 
doorway  and  windows  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lowe's  chemist  shop  in 
St.  Stephen's  road.  A  hose-reel  and  fire-escape  were  promptly 
fetched,  and  though  the  fire  had  obtained  a  good  hold  the 
men  worked  with  energy,  and  within  half  an  hour  had  the 
satisfaction  of  overcoming  the  danger.  The  damage  was 
chiefly  confined  to  the  fixtures,  which  principally  consisted 
of  veneered  mahogany  drawers  with  cut-glass  handles, 
mahogany  cupboards,  and  mahogany-framed  mirrors.  A 
quantity  of  shop  bottles  was  also  damaged  or  destroyed. 
Mr.  Lowe  can  give  no  explanation  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
conflagration,  but  considers  it  was  due  to  spontaneous  com- 
bustion.   The  property  is  insured. 

"Wine-licences 

have  been  granted  to  the  following  chemists  : — 

Mr.  Fowke.  Stafford. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Bates,  Colchester. 

Mr.  T.  P.  Kamsden,  Pontefract. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Dell,  King  Street,  Leigh. 

Mr.  J.  Young,  Fleet  Street,  Torquay. 

Mr.  Henry  Ackerman,  Queen  Street,  Morley. 

Mr.  Myrddin  Davies,  Oxford  Street,  Swansea. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Ashton,  Sankey  Street,  Warrington. 

Mr.  Wm.  Heath,  117  Normanton  Road,  Derby. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Steadman,  High  Street,  Ashford,  Kent. 

Mr.  Charles  Bennett.  Seaview  Street,  Cleethorpes. 

Mr.  George  Pearson,  52  High  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

Mr.  Walter  Henry  Smith,  36  St.  George's  Road,  Brighton. 

Mr.  Abraham  Taylor,  Chapel  Hill,  Morley.  Mr.  Burton,, 
solicitor,  who  appeared  in  support  of  this  application,  said 
the  Bench  at  the  last  Sessions  had  refused  the  certificate. 
He  pointed  out  that  they  had  no  discretion,  and  if  they 
nsj'ain  refused  it  an  appeal  would  be  made  to  a  higher  Court. 
The  Mayor  said  this  was  the  case.  They  would  have  to- 
grant  the  licence. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  made  by  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  of  the  towns  named : — 

Belper. — Messrs.  J.  Calvert  &  Son,  of  Belper,  for  chemist's 
goods. 

Bolton. — Messrs.  W.  Green  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists  and 
druggists,  Deansgate,  for  bovril ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Sheppard,  for 
carbolic  soap  ;  Messrs.  Hewitts  (Limited),  Crook  Street,  for 
roll  sulphur. 

Doncaster. — Messrs.  Howarth  &  Parkin,  for  drugs. 

East  Preston  (Sussex).— Mr.  G.  T.  Groom,  of  Littlehampton,. 
for  carbolic  soap,  at  15s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  and  arrowroot,  at  2d. 
per  lb. 

Nottingham.— The  Guardians  of  the  Poor-law  Union  have 
accepted  the  tender  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Bolton,  chemist,  Goosegate, 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  sundries  during  the  ensuing 
six  months  for  the  sum  of  3751.  7s.  Id.  -  i 

Runcorn.— Mr.  S.  Newton,  for  disinfectants;  Messrs. 
Speakman  (Limited),  for  drugs. 

Stroud— Mr.  B.  Hawkins,  for  crushed  linseed,  at  15s.  per 
cwt. ;  and  carbolic  soap,  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Tonbridge.— Messrs.  Cave,  Edwards  fc  Co.;£_for  dry- 
salteries. 

Wolverhampton.— Messrs.  J.  Richardson  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Leicester,  for  drugs  for  dispensary,  QQl.  10s.  Id. ;  and  drugs 
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for  workhouse,  24/.  6s.  <\<l.  Messrs.  W.  J.  Cozens  k  Co.,  for 
carbolic  soap,  at  14s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  carbolic  soft  soap,  at 
6s.  9d.  per  firkin  of  64  lbs. ;  arrowroot,  at  6d.  per  lb.  ;  salt- 
petre, at  3%d.  per  lb. 

For  the  supply  of  drugs,  &c,  to  the  Koyal  Hospital  for 
Diseases  of  the  Chest,  City  Road,  E.C.,  up  to  September  29, 
1898.  Accepted  tenders: — Baiss  Brothers  &  Co.,  4  Jewry 
Street,  E.C.,  drugs  ;  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Bethnal  Green,  E., 
malt  and  oil. 

Mr.  Herbert  W.  Seely,  F.C  S.,  Halifax,  has  been  re-elected 
to  supply  drugs,  chemicals,  surgical  instruments,  and  a  quali- 
fied dispenser  by  the  Guardians  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital, 
Halifax,  for  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Gas  Testing. 

The  gas  referees  for  London  notify  that  they  propose 
making  important  alterations  in  the  methods  of  testing  the 
gas  in  London.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  intend  abolish- 
ing the  old  sperm-candle  standard  of  light  and  fixing  a  new 
one,  in  which  pentane  will  be  the  illuminant  used. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Grocers. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District  Retail  Grocers' 
Association,  held  on  September  29,  Mr.  Bentham  raised  the 
question  of  a  matter  that  had  recently  happened  in  connec- 
tion with  his  firm  on  account  of  their  sale  of  Kay's  Essence 
of  Aniseed  and  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup,  both  articles 
containing  morphine,  with  the  result  that  after  much 
correspondence  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  he  had 
been  prosecuted  by  that  Society  and  fined  10/.  He  strongly 
urged  that  method  of  procedure  was  very  arbitrary  and 
unjust,  and  proposed,  "That  the  Hull  Retail  Grocers' 
Association  strongly  condemns  the  manner  in  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  carries  out  the  law  against  grocers 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  containing 
minute  quantities  of  poison,  and  that  they  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  poisons  was 
never  intended  to  apply  to  patent  medicines,  and  further, 
that  they  consider  that  to  allow  any  but  the  Government  or 
municipal  authorities  to  levy  any  penalties  on  private  traders 
is  indefensible  in  practice  and  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
justice,  and  enables  a  private  society  for  its  own  benefit  to 
harass  and  annoy  traders  and  enrich  themselves,  and  that 
our  delegates  on  the  General  Purposes  Committ  ee  be  instructed 
to  bring  this  matter  before  that  body."  Mr.  Templeman 
seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

Arrest  of  the  Supposed  Drug-trade] Thief. 

A  man  who  gave  the  name  of  George  Fowler  was  arrested 
in  the  City  on  Tuesday  on  a  charge  of  fraud.  He  was 
brought  up  at  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  "Wednesday,  when 
Deotective-Sergeant  Badcock  gave  formal  evidence,  and 
applied  for  a  remand  in  order  to  bring  evidence  from  the 
country.  This  is  alleged  to  be  the  man  who,  during  the  past 
six  months,  has  been  visiting  a  large  number  of  London 
wholesale  drug-houses  representing  himself  to  have  been 
connected  with  Mr.  Foggett,  of  Thirsk  ;  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark 
&  Co.,  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  firms,  leaving  orders  for  these 
houses,  and  at  the  same  time,  on  one  pretence  or  another, 
borrowing  a  sovereign  or  some  smaller  coin  to  carry  him  over 
until  he  could  get  his  remittances.  We  have  mentioned  the 
gentleman  on  several  occasions.  Sergeant  Badcock,  who  has 
pursued  this  plausible  party  with  energy,  and  has  visited 
most  of  the  wholesale  druggists  in  London  to  give  them 
warning  of  his  probable  visit,  is  confident  that  he  has  the 
right  man. 

Thefc  of  Platinum. 

At  Birmingham  Police  Court,  on  October  1.  Harris 
Nathaniel  Cory  was  charged  with  stealing  317  gr.  of 
platinum,  of  the  value  of  1/.  6s.  5d.,  the  property  of  his 
employers,  Messrs.  Philip  Harris  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists. 
Accused  offered  for  sale  a  piece  of  platinum  to  Messrs. 
J.  &  W.  Caldicott,  bullion-dealers,  Great  Hampton  Street, 
and,  in  reply  to  the  assistant,  said  he  brought  it  from 
London,  but  refused  to  give  his  name  and  address.  The 
police  were  communicated  with,  and  when  arrested  Cory 
gave  contradictory  statements  as  to  how  he  became  possessed  of 
the  metal,  but  afterwards  admitted  that  he  picked  it  up  on 


the  premises  of  his  employers,  by  whom  it  was  identified. 
A  fine  of  40s.  and  costs,  or  one  month's  imprisonment,  was 
imposed. 

Charge  of  Stealing  Munyon's  Medicines. 

Four  men  were  charged  at  Marlborough  Street  i  Police 
Court  on  October  1  with  being  concerned  together  in  stealing 
since  September  24  690  bottles  of  patent  medicines  and 
twenty-seven  empty  cases,  worth  together  42/.,  the  property 
of  Munyon's  Homreopathic  Remedy  Company.  Two  of  the 
men,  Robertson  (22)  and  Corbett  (20),  were  packers  employed 
by  the  company,  and  it  is  alleged  that  they  gave  the  tilings 
to  the  other  prisoners,  who  drove  up  in  a  cart  and  took  them 
away. 

Taking  the  Chemist's  Grapes. 

At  Swaffham,  Charles  Wheals,  butcher,  was  charged  with 
stealing  a  pound  of  grapes  from  the  hothouse  of  Mr.  F. 
Christopherson,  chemist.  Accused  pleaded  guilty,  and  Mr. 
Large,  on  his  behalf,  asked  the  Bench  to  deal  leniently  with 
him  on  account  of  his  wife  and  family.  Prosecutor  said  he 
brought  the  proceedings  with  no  vindictive  spirit,  and  desired 
to  associate  himself  with  the  appeal  for  leniency.  The 
Chairman  said  if  Mr.  Christopherson  had  not  expressed  a 
wish  for  the  Bench  to  deal  leniently  he  would  probably  have 
been  sent  to  prison.    Fined  10s..  and  10s.  costs. 

Chemists'  "Window  Smashed. 

At  Market  Bosworth,  a  few  days  since,  a  horse  attached 
to  a  cart,  being  frightened  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind,  backed 
the  vehicle  into  the  large  square  of  plate  glass  at  Messrs. 
Drackley  &  Son's  chemists'  establishment.  Not  only  was  the 
window  demolished,  but,  in  addition,  damage  was  also  done 
to  the  carboys  and  other  articles  in  the  window.  The 
window  was  insured. 

Chemists  on  the  Wheel. 
The  "  Vere-AUenburys  "  Cycling  Club  had  their  fiual  run 
of  the  season  last  week.  Meeting  at  Hyde  Park  Corner,  the 
party  proceeded  to  Richmond  Park  via  Putney  Bridge.  After 
dismounting,  a  group  was  formed  and  photographed,  and 
luncheon  was  partaken  of,  the  journey  being  subsequently 
continued  to  Ripley.  Exceptionally  favourable  weather 
contributed  to  the  great  success  of  the  day's  outing. 

In  Stricken  Maidstone. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Steevens  writes  in  the  JDa'tU/  Mail  an  account  of 
his  visit  to  "  Miserable  Maidstone."  The  nurses,  he  says, 
were  the  first  fleck  of  something  wrong  that  caught  the  eye. 
'•  Next  there  was  the  reek  of  the  disinfectants.  Main  streets 
and  back  alleys,  it  dogged  you  everywhere.  From  the 
Medway  to  the  white-faced  chalk  hills,  the  town  was  sluiced 
and  saturated  with  carbolic  acid.  The  chemists  had  cup- 
boarded  up  their  pills  and  plasters;  their  windows  were 
serried  squares  of  bottles — Condy  and  Jeyes  and  Sanitas 
and  plain  carbolic,  and  a  highly-recommended  preparation 
of  '  our  own.'  And  the  disinfectants  were  flanked  by  the 
grimmer  accessories  of  case-sheets  for  marking  symptoms 
and  temperatures,  of  feeding-bowls  and  spitting-dishes." 

Advertising  Ideas. 

A  druggist  in  Ohio  is  the  inventor  of  a  great  baking- 
powder,  and  he  is  making  that  baking-powder  the  bread- 
winner for  his  family.  And  his  family  are  far  from  living 
on  bread  alone.  He  offers  2h  lbs.  of  his  baking-powder  for 
the  best  biscuit,  and  the  same  amount  respectively  for  the 
best  chocolate  cake,  the  best  cookies,  and  the  best  white  cake. 
Nothing  is  said  about  returning  the  non-prize-winning 
samples,  so  that,  if  the  contest  is  at  all  general  and  successful, 
this  ingenious  individual  must  be  scooping  a  living  supply  of 
biscuit,  cake,  and  cookies.  And  he  catches  'em  in  another 
respect,  too,  for  every  contestant  must  use  his  brand  of 
baking-powder,  at  so  much  per  pound.  This  seems  an  ideally 
perfect  scheme  of  advertising. 

Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.,  writes  our  Jersey  correspondent, 
have  this  week  had  one  of  their  "  Vigoral "  balloons  in  Jersey, 
where  it  has  attracted  considerable  attention.  It  was  sent 
up  500  feet  daily,  and  is  inscribed  on  one  side  with  the  words 
"  Armour's  Extract — a  Foe  to  Fatigue,"  and  on  the  other 
"  Armour's  Extract  is  never  called  a  Liebig." 


572 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  9,  1897 


A  Hull  correspondent  sends  ns  some  account  of  the  boom 
of  Munyon's  remedies  in  that  city  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
As  in  other  principal  provincial  centres,  a  leading  newspaper 
is  secured,  and  induced  to  give  away  the  samples.  At  Hull 
10,000  free  samples  of  the  "  rheumatism-cure "  were  placed 
in  the  office  of  the  Eastern,  Morning  News,  and  given  to 
applicants  who  presented  a  coupon  from  that  paper.  A 
further  supply  had  to  be  obtained,  and  altogether  in  the 
two  days  (Friday  and  Saturday  of  last  week)  10,920  sample 
vials  were  given  away,  besides,  we  are  told,  that  a  large 
demand  for  the  remedies  was  created  at  the  chemists'. 

Save  on  the  Brug-bill. 

In  order  to  meet  extra  expenditure  on  food,  the  Holborn 
Board  of  Guardians  are  economising  in  other  quarters.  In 
their  estimates  for  the  half-year  ending  Lady  Day  next  they 
decided  that  the  indoor  maintenance  be  increased  from 
20,000/.  to  22,000/'. ;  the  extra  medical  fees  from  10Z.  to  IK  ; 
and  the  drugs  reduced  from  790Z.  to  700Z.;  the  printing.  &c, 
from  750!.  to  7007. ;  and  the  furniture  from  2.000Z.  to  1.800Z. 


Local  newspaper)  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  New  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  1  Council  of  the  |Pharma- 
ceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  held  on  October  6,  Mr.  K.  J. 
Downes  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr. 
Beggs  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  Grindley  Treasurer. 

The  Drug-contract  Crusade. 

The  Lurgan  Times  of  October  2  reprints  our  article  of 
February  27  on  "  Irish  Poor-law  Union  Drug-contracts." 
We  are  glad  to  see  the  truth  still  spreading,  even  though  the 
Lurgan  editor  does  not  think  it_,  necessary  to  give  us  credit 
for  the  review. 

"  Wholesale  Chemist "  writes  an  interesting  letter  to  the 
Medical  Press  adding,  from  his  personal  experience,  some 
more  exposures  to  the  already  long  list  of  those  which  have 
been  recently  published  revealing  some  of  the  trickery 
prevalent  in  connection  with  the  Poor-law  Union  drug- 
contracts.  Just  now,  he  says,  the  half-yearly  scramble 
for  medicine-contracts  is  in  full  swing.  Clerks,  assistant 
clerks,  and  even  the  should-be  respectable  guardians  are 
gathering  in  their  gratuities,  as  they  call  them.  The  usual  ad- 
vertisement appears,  and  an  application  for  a  form  of  tender 
brings  at  times  letters  offering  to  supply  a  copy  of  the  present 
contractor's  tender  for  2s.  6d.  A  further  tip  may  be  neces- 
sary to  get  the  tender  delivered  to  the  guardians,  and  this 
has  to  be  followed  by  interviews  with  a  proportion  of  the 
guardians  and  a  distribution  of  coin.  Unless  this  process 
is  gone  through,  he  asserts,  it  is  very  probable  your  contract 
is  not  even  opened.  Commenting  on  the  present  objection- 
able form  of  tender  "  Wholesale  Chemist "  refers  to  item 
No.  257,  which  is  spirit  of  wine.  The  Government  demand 
14s.  per  gallon  duty  ;  many  contractors  put  that  in  at  a  few 
pence..  If  the  medical  man  orders  it  an  excuse  is  made 
that  it  cannot  be  supplied.  It  is  explained  that  the  Inland 
Pievenue  allows  2  gallons  or  more  to  be  supplied  free  of 
duty.  [Is  that  so  ?]  The  contractor  tenders  for  it  duty  free,  b  ut 
charges  for  it  with  duty.  "  W.  C."  recommends  that  orders 
should  be  sent  for  not  less  than  two  gallons,  and  the  delivery 
be  enforced.  Pill  masses  are  quoted  at  2d.  per  lb.,  whilst  the 
pills  cut  and  coated  are  quoted  at  from  9d.  to  2s.  6d.  per 
gross.  It  would  be  no  hardship  to  give  pills  uncoated,  and 
one  of  the  paupers,  if  shown,  could  cut  and  roll  all  the  pills 
required.  One  pound  of  mass  would  roll  into  roughly  50  gross 
of  pills,  so  the  Union  adopting  this  plan  would  get  50  gross 


of  pills  for  2d.,  instead  of  paying  about  3Z.,  as  at  present.  Item 
No.  31,  ammon.  phosph.,  is  to  he  tendered  for  by  the  lb.,  as 
are  Nos.  60  and  67,  carui  fruct.  and  cinchonEe  cortex. 
Neither  is  ever  used.  Ext.  cascar.  sag.  liq.  is  to  be  tendered 
for  by  the  ounce,  and  would  always  be  ordered  in  large 
quantities.  The  price  of  2d.  or  3d.  per  oz.  appears  low,  but 
2s.  8d.  per  lb.  is  a  fine  profit,  as  the  ordinary  wholesale  price 
is  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  subject  to  a  discount.  "  W.  C."  asks  how 
many  tinctures  supplied  contain  the  full  quantity  of  spirit  ? 
Very  few.  Potass,  iodid.  is  by  many  contractors  systemati- 
cally adulterated,  12  oz.  of  iodide  and  4  oz.  of  bromide  is 
about  the  proportion,  and  the  mixture  cannot  be  detected 
by  the  eye,  and  the  chemical  test  is  a  tedious  one.  Saffron 
is  forgotten  when  the  preparations  containing  it  are  made. 

"  W.  C."  suggests  three  remedies.  No.  1  was  touched 
upon  when  the  Dublin  Union  split  their  contract.  That 
would  soon  drive  the  dishonest  contractor  out  of  the 
market.  No.  2  is  a  simple  plan.  Let  a  well-known  list  be 
taken,  any  good  wholesale  firm  will  do,  and  let  the  tender 
be  the  discount  off  that  list.  No.  3  is  the  best,  and  that  is 
the  establishment  in  Dublin  of  a  central  store  under  a 
suitable  man,  where  all  preparations  could  be  made,  and  all 
supplies  sent  from  there. 

As  evidence  of  the  fraud  practised  "  W.  C."  states  that 
there  is  a  certain  union  in  Ireland  which  has  its  supplies  from 
a  bona-fide  wholesale  house  simply  invoiced  at  the  current 
wholesale  prices.  That  union,  in  relation  to  its  population 
and  area,  pays  the  smallest  drug-bill  of  any  union  in  the 
country.  Figures  for  this  are  taken  from  Blue  Book  Annual 
Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


British  Medical  Association. 
Next  year's  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
will  be  held  in  Edinburgh,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  T. 
Grainger  Stewart,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine, 
Edinburgh  University. 

Presentation. 

On  September  29  Mr.  Leslie,  late  with  Mr.  James  Harley, 
chemist,  James  Square,  Crieff,  was  the  recipient  of  a  hand- 
some testimonial  from  a  few  Crieff  friends,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  leaving  for  another  situation. 

Fire. 

Mr.  D.  Beatt's  new  chemist's  shop  in  Duke  Street,  Huntly, 
was  considerably  damaged  on  Sunday  of  last  week  by  a  fire, 
which  resulted  from  the  breaking  of  a  methylated-spirit 
lamp.  The  fittings  and  a  good  deal  of  the  stock  were 
ruined. 

Coming  Events. 

The  first  indication  of  another  Winter  Session  is  the  an- 
nouncement by  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association  of  prize-competitions  for  appren- 
tices. Mr.  David  McLaren,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Association,  has  reinstituted  the  chemistry  scholarship, 
which  was  dropped  last  year  for  want  of  funds,  and  this, 
with  second  and  third  prizes  of  books,  will  be  competed  for 
in  May  next,  the  examination  being  in  prescriptions,  elemen- 
tary botany  and  chemistry,  and  materia  medica  (roots).  In  the 
month  of  March  the  examination  for  the  Ewing  and  Aitken 
prizes  will  be  held,  the  subjects  being  pharmacy,  prescriptions 
and  dispensing,  posology,  and  weights  and  measures.  These 
competitions  have  for  fifteen  years  been  of  the  greatest 
value  to  those  who  are  reading  for  the  Minor,  as  they  keep 
them  in  the  proper  track,  while  they  have  helped  many  to 
higher  distinctions. 
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Hustralaslan  flews. 


A  Good  Recoed. — The  Queensland  Pharmaceutical  Society 
In  its  annual  report  was  able  to  refer  to  the  following 
excellent  record  of  work  done  during  the  year: — Scientific 
instruments  placed  on  the  free  list  of  Customs;  manufac- 
turing in  bond  secured;  railway  rates  on  acids  about  to  be 
reduced ;  retailing  by  wholesale  houses  checked  by  mutual 
understanding  ;  poison  legislation  stimulated  ;  medical 
authorities  request  co-operation  ;  imperial  reciprocity  stirred 
up ;  intercolonial  reciprocity  advanced  ;  funds  considerably 
increased.    What  other  colony  can  show  as  good  a  bill  ? 

South  Australian  Pharmaceutical  Legislation. — 
The  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  South  Australia, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  discovery  that  the  Bill  of 
1891  did  not  give  the  Pharmacy  Board  power  to  compel 
pharmaceutical  chemists  to  register  annually,  has  been 
passed  through  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  It  con- 
sists of  four  sections  only,  of  which  the  second  says  that 
no  pharmaceutical  chemist  shall  carry  on  business,  except 
during  the  currency  of  the  annual  certificate,  under  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  101.  The  first  and  third  sections  are 
of  no  importance;  but  the  fourth  reads  as  follows: — "No 
pharmaceutical  chemist  shall  carry  on  business  as  a  phar- 
maceutical or  dispensing  chemist  or  druggist  in  more  than 
one  shop  or  place  of  business  unless  there  shall  be  constantly 
and  exclusively  employed  at  each  such  shop  or  place  of 
business  at  least  one  pharmaceutical  chemist  holding  a 
current  certificate  granted  under  section  20  of  the  principal 
Act ;  and  no  person  shall  manage  the  shop  or  business  or 
branch  business  of  a  pharmaceutical  or  dispensing  chemist 
or  druggist  unless  he  holds  a  current  certificate  under 
section  20  aforesaid ;  and  every  pharmaceutical  chemist  or 
person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  contravention  of  this 
section  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  exceeding  201." 

Herbalists  in  Victoria. — The  annual  report  of  Aus- 
tralian trade  unions  is  not  a  document  in  which  one  would 
expect  to  find  anything  of  interest  to  pharmacists.  Yet  in 
the  report  for  1896  we  read  that  the  only  new  registration 
effected  during  the  year  was  that  of  the  Australasian  Union 
of  Herbalists.  Of  this  trade  union  persons  engaged  in  the 
confidential  management  and  control  of  the  business  of  a 
herbalist,  or  who  are  assistants  to  a  competent  herbalist,  and 
are  of  good  moral  character,  are  eligible  for  membership. 
But  they  must  be  21  years  of  age,  and  have  been  engaged  in 
practice  for  not  less  than  four  years.  The  entrance-fee  is  a 
guinea,  and  the  annual  subscription  a  like  amount.  The 
objects  are  to  encourage  the  study  of  botanical  pharmacy  ; 
to  secure  a  high  standard  of  knowledge  and  efficiency  among 
its  members  ;  to  maintain  their  reputation  and  the  reputation 
of  their  system  of  treatment ;  to  preserve  their  legal  rights 
and  obtain  a  better  legal  recognition  and  a  higher  status  for 
herbalists  ;  to  protect  its  members  in  the  honourable  practice 
of  their  profession ;  to  diffuse  information  as  to  the  therapeutic 
properties  of  plants,  and  the  progress  of  herbalism.  In  the 
appendix  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  funds  of 
each  union  registered  under  the  Trade  Union  Act.  1890,  we 
find  that  the  contributions  to  this  union  totalled  751.  7s.  Id 
The  membership  was  thirteen,  and  the  registered  office  at 
East  Melbourne.  The  date  of  foundation  is  1895.  These  thir- 
teen members  must  therefore  have  contributed  on  an  average 
51.  15s.  each.    The  expenditure  was  only  221.  19s.  Qd. 

Registration  op  Chemists  in  N.S.  Wales.— Under 
the  new  Pharmacy  Law  of  New  South  Wales  chemists 
carrying  on  business  in  the  colony  were  required  to  register 
themselves  anew  between  July  1  and  September  30  of  this 
year.  Those  who  have  been  registered  under  the  old 
Poisons  Act  are  entitled  to  be  registered  under  the  new  law 
without  re-examination,  but  not  without  paying  the  fee. 
Any  chemist  not  registered  by  September  30  will  be  con- 
sidered to  be  carrying  on  business  illegally,  and  will  be 
subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  51.  for  each  offence.  This 
applies  even  to  the  candidates  who  have  passed  the  Final 
examination  during  the  year,  and  were  registered  so  late  as 
June  29.  Though  they  paid  their  registration-fees  then, 
they  must  pay  a  fresh  guinea  and  make  fresh  application 
in  order  to  secure  registration  under  the  Pharmacy  Board. 
It  can  hardly  be  said  that  this  regulation  is  a  hardship,  for 
it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  a  clean  sweep  of  the  old  I 


irregular  and  uncertain  registrations,  and  have  a  good  start; 
while  it  is  an  advantage  to  every  chemist  that  the  Pharmacy 
Board  should  possess  a  reasonable  amount  of  funds.  Chemists 
who  have  not  previously  been  registered,  and  do  not  possess 
qualifications  registrable  under  the  Poisons  Act,  will  have  to 
obtain  certificates  from  two  medical  men  that  they  are  fit 
and  proper  persons  to  dispense  prescriptions,  and  give  proof 
that  they  have  been  in  business  on  their  own  account  for  not 
less  than  than  two  years,  or  have  been  assistants  for  not  less 
than  three  years.  These  gentlemen,  so  far  from  considering 
the  formalities  and  the  fee  a  hardship,  will  be  delighted  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  securing  their  registration,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  be  among  the  earliest  applicants. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews, 


Commercial  Travellers  in  Austria. — The  Secretary  of 
the  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  has  just  received 
a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  stating  that  the  privileges 
of  the  special  tariff  charged  on  Austrian  State  and  private 
railways  for  the  carriage  of  cases  of  patterns  are  to  be  ex- 
tended to  British  commercial  travellers  on  the  railways  of 
the  countries  and  provinces  represented  in  the  Austrian 
Reichsrath.  In  order  to  avail  themselves  of  this  concession 
commercial  travellers  will  have  to  provide  themselves  with 
certificates  of  identity,  which  the  Board  of  Trade  will  be 
prepared  to  issue  to  duly-authorised  travellers  for  or  repre- 
tatives  of  British  firms. 

The  P.A.T.A.  of  Canada  is  getting  on.  The  first  annual 
meeting  was  held  in  Toronto  last  month,  when  it  was  stated 
that  the  following  firms  had  become  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion : — 

J.  C.  Ayer&  Co.,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Brajdey,  Sons  &  Co.,  Montreal 
Que. ;  G.  C.  Brings  &  Co.,  Hamilton.  Out. ;  Common  Sense  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  D.  Densmore  &"  Co.,  Dodd's  Medicine  Co.,  S.  '  i. 
Detchon.  Edmanson  &  Bates,  Toronto ;  H.  B.  Foulds,  New  York 
City;  G.  F.  Fulford  &  Co.,  Brockville;  Gilmour  Bros.  &  Co.,  Mon- 
treal, Que. ;  R.L.  Gibson,  G.  A.  Gibbons,  Holgate,  Fielding  &.Co., 
Frances  Kahle  &  Co.,  E.  W.  LePage  &  Co.,  Toronto  ;  Leeming, 
Miles  &  Co.,  Montreal,  Que. ;  Milburn  &  Co.,  Toronto  ;  Munyon's 
H.  H.  Remedy  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Northrop  &  Lyman  Co., 
Toronto  ;  C.  C.  Richards  &  Co.,  Yarmouth,  N.  B. ;  Radway  &  Co., 
Montreal,  Que. ;  Quick  Cure  Co.,  Quebec,  Que.  ;  J.  H.  Sanderson, 
V.  S.,  Richmond  Hill  ;  Scott  &  Bonne,  Toronto  ;  Stocum  Chemical 
Co.,  Toronto;  Sloan  Medicine  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ont. ;  Chas.  A. 
Vogeler  Co.,  Toronto  ;  H.  K.  Wampole  &  Co.,  Toronto  ;  Woodward 
Medicine  Co.,  Toronto  ;  Warner's  Safe  Cure  Co.,  Rochester,  N,  Y.  ; 
The  World's  Dispensary  Medical  Association,  Buffalo  ;  Lych'a  E. 
Pinkham,  Lynn,  Mass. ;  Sterling  Remedy  Co.,  Attica,  Ind  ;  Pabst 
Brewing  Co.,  Montreal,  Que. ;  Effervescent  Salt  Co.,  Montreal, 
Que. ;  California  Fig  Syrup  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Dr.  Ward 
Medicine  Co.,  Toronto. 

The  Association,  as  we  have  previously  stated,  is  not  so  com- 
prehensive in  its  designs  as  the  home  one,  and  apparently 
the  fixing  of  minimum  prices  to  proprietary  articles  is  not  a 
condition  of  membership,  for  there  are  several  firms  in  the 
list  who  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Stonecutter  Street 
P.A.T.A. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  German  Chemical  Indus- 
trial Society. — The  Annual  Congress  of  the  German 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  the  Interests  of  Chemical  In- 
dustry was  held  at  Baden-Baden  last  week.  In  submitting 
his  usual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  chemical  industry 
of  the  country,  the  President,  Dr.  Holtz,  stated  that  in  1896 
the  output  of  chemical  products  increased  by  8  7  per  cent., 
the  average  number  of  workmen  employed  by  5  2  per  cent., 
and  the  total  amount  paid  in  wages  from  103  4  to  113  7 
millions  of  marks,  or  from  89416  to  906  58  marks  per  head. 
The  exports  increased  by  6  5  per  cent,  in  value,  and  by  13 
per  cent,  in  quantity.  As  a  consequence  of  the  general  fall 
in  prices,  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  average  net  profits 
(as  shown  in  the  reports  of  the  principal  chemical  com- 
panies) from  12  71  to  12'3  per  cent.  Another  matter  which 
came  up  for  discussion  and  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  debate 
was  the  question  of  whether  it  was  desirable  that  a  State 
examination  should  be  instituted  for  technical  chemists. 
This  is  a  matter  that  has  of  late  been  widely  discussed  in 
the  German  technical  Press.  Ultimately,  a  set  of  rules  was 
adopted,  declaring  in  substance  that  although  German 
chemical  industry  was  much  interested  in  the  most  thorough 
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training  of  technical  chemists,  they  were  not  prepared  to 
indicate  any  special  means  of  arriving  at  this  object,  espe- 
cially in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  effective  measures 
are  shortly  to  be  taken  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Union  of  Directors  of  Laboratories  of  German  Universi- 
ties in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  that  the  Imperial 
Government  has  announced  that  a  Commission  will  be  consti- 
tuted at  the  end  of  October  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  The 
Society,  therefore,  intend  at  present  to  maintain  a  neutral 
attitude.  The  Commission  of  inquiry  referred  to  will  consist 
of  representatives  of  the  German  Universities,  of  the  technical 
■high  schools,  and  of  the  chemical  industry.  Dr.  Martins  read 
a  report  on  the  projected  participation  of  German  chemical 
industry  at  the  next  Paris  World's  Fair.  It  is  suggested  that 
the  industry  should  exhibit  as  one  collective  whole,  the  objects 
shown  being  representative  of  every  branch  of  the  industry, 
because  the  room  set  apart  for  this  section  is  insufficient 
to  enable  all  firms  to  have  suitable  individual  exhibits. 
This  plan  of  the  collective  exhibit  is  strongly  supported  by 
the  German  Imperial  Commissioner  for  the  Paris  Exhibition, 
Mr.  Eichter.  It  was  then  decided  that  the  matter  should 
be  taken  in  hand  by  several  sub-committees,  each  repre- 
senting a  special  branch  of  chemistry.  Another  matter  of 
importance  that  was  discussed  was  the  proposed  central 
bureau  for  the  preparation  of  a  commercial  treaty.  The 
new  German  Customs  tariff  is  in  preparation,  and  this  will 
probably  lead  to  the  collection  of  new  commercial  treaties 
with  various  countries.  The  German  Government  intend  to 
consult  all  branches  of  national  industry  on  this  subject, 
and  the  Society  adopted  a  resolution  hoping  that  means 
would  be  found  to  avoid  dissension  among  the  various  in- 
dustrial branches. 


Sontb  Hfrican  IRem 

(From  our  Correspondents.) 


An  Alum-c6ntrACT. — Recently  the  wholesale  druggists 
in  Cape  Town  received  an  invitation  to  tender  for  the  supply 
of  8  oz.  of  alum  to  the  Cape  Government  Railway. 

A  New  Phaemact. — Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.  have 
recently  opened  a  branch  pharmacy  at  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 
This  enterprising  firm  hold  the  appointment  of  dispensers  to 
the  President  of  the  Free  State  and  to  H.E.  the  Governor  of 
Cape  Colony. 

The  Cost  of  Rinderpest. — The  Minister  of  Agriculture  of 
Natal  has  stated  that,  up  to  the  beginning  of  September,  the 
colony  had  spent  130,000*!.  on  precautions  against  the  rinder- 
pest. The  fencing  erected  by  Natal  costs  56/.  10s.  per  mile  ; 
that  put  up  by  Cape  Colony  80/.  per  mile. 

Business  Brisk. — The  South'  African  drug  and  sundry 
trade  is  on  the  increase,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  business 
is  bad  in  the  Transvaal.  The  railroad,  which  is  expected  to 
reach  Buluwayo  before  the  end  of  the  year,  will  open  up,  it 
is  thought,  one  of  the  richest  States  in  South  Africa.  Already 
chemists  are  proceeding  to  Rhodesia,  and  these  will,  of 
course,  require  supplies  of  drugs,  sundries,  and  specialities. 

Cricketing-  Chemists  in  Natal. — The  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Pietermaritzburg  gpt  together  a  team  of  13 
cricketers  from  among  themselves  and  played  a  match  with 
13  men  connected  with  the  Natal  Government  Asylum. 
The  chemists  reached  a  total  of  90,  to  which  Mr.  A.  S.  Levy 
contributed  25  and  retired,  Mr.  P.  Ireland  was  not  out  with 
23,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Hull  made  24.  The  Asylum  team  were  all 
out  for  42. 

Proprietary  Articles  and  Chemists'  Specialities.  

Cape  Colony  does  not  appear  to  possess  a  Merchandise 
Marks  Act.  If  there  be  one,  it  is  never  enforced.  Proprie- 
tary medicines  are  imitated  right  and  left  to  a  nicety — > 
substitution  runs  rife  throughout  the  trade.  When  will  the 
proprietors  watch  their  interests  in  this  respect  as  closely 
as  the  Americans  do  ?  Substitutes  are  invariably  shown  and 
often  supplied  for  all  the  best-known  proprietary  articles. 

-  South  African  Chemists'  Association. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  September  11.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Willett,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  Messrs.  A  E.  Austen  (Cradock),  A.  Walsh 


(Lennon  &  Co.,  Port  Elizabeth),  W.  K.  Mager  (Queenstown), 
McKenzie  (Fort  Beaufort),  G.  E.  Cook,  R.  Lumsden,  F. 
Doble  (King  William's  Town).  The  business  was  of  a  private 
nature.  Mr.  J.  A.  Willett  was  elected  President  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Durp.an  A  Free  Poet. — A  ministerial  proclamation,  pub- 
lished in  the  Natal  Government  Gazette  of  September  7, 
abolishes  all  transit-dues  on  certain  specified  goods  imported 
for  the  interior.  This  will  make  Durban  practically  a  free 
port  for  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State.  The  list 
of  goods  on  which  transit-dues  are  abolished  is  long  and 
comprehensive,  and  the  omissions  are  but  few.  Gunpowder, 
firearms,  timber,  and  alcoholic  liquor  are  excluded.  The 
sweeping  nature  of  the  measure  has  caused  much  surprise  in 
the  colony,  for  it  is  said  that  Parliament,  in  granting  power  to 
the  Ministry  to  make  rebates  of  transit  never  contemplated 
the  complete  abolition  of  those  dues. 

Masonic— The  District  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Africa 
(Eastern  Division)  held  its  annual  gathering  at  King 
William's  Town  on  September  9,  10,  and  11.  Among  the 
fraternity  the  following  chemists  were  noticed  : — Deputy 
District  Grand  Master,  Worshipful  Bro.  A.  E.  Austen  (Mayor 
of  Cradock),  A.  W.  Walsh,  D.G.S.W.  (Port  Elizabeth),  W.  K. 
Mager,  P.M.  (Queenstown),  G.  E.  Cook,  P.M.  (King  William's 
Town),  J.  A.  Willet  (Port  Elizabeth),  A.  G.  Doble,  W. 
Godding  (King  William's  Town),  and  R.  McKenzie  (Fort 
Beaufort).  A  banquet  was  held,  at  which  Bro.  A.  E.  Austen 
presided  by  virtue  of  his  office,  and  a  ball  and  fancy-dress 
ball  were  given  on  the  following  nights. 

More  Rinderpest-cures. — Dr.  Turner,  the  Cape  Colony 
medical  officer  of  health,  and  Dr.  Kolle,  who  have  been 
pursuing  investigations  into  rinderpest  at  Kimberley  left  un- 
finished by  Professor  Koch,  announce  the  discovery  of  a 
definite  cure  for  rinderpest.  This  consists  of  a  new  method 
of  "salting"  cattle  by  means  of  simultaneous  inoculation 
with  virulent  blood  and  with  serum.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
new  system  is  more  efficient  than  existing  ones,  and  will  cost 
less,  and  can  be  more  easily  applied  by  the  farmers  themselves. 
The  Cape  Government,  it  is  said,  have  decided  gradually  to 
abandon  the  Koch  system  in  favour  of  the  new  method.  Dr. 
Koch's,  though  apparently  successful  at  first,  is  regarded  as 
a  failure,  the  immunity  conferred  being  merely  temporary. 

Glycerine  and  Creoltn  for  Rinderpest. — Dr.  Eding- 
ton's  glycerinated  bile  for  inoculation  has  now  had  a  fair 
test.  It  has  certainly  been  successful  in  lowering  the  per- 
centage of  losses.  The  addition  of  glycerine  not  only  acts  as 
a  preservative  to  the  bile,  but  increases  its  germicidal  power. 
The  Government  have  consequently  been  buying  quantities 
of  glycerine  for  distribution  to  the  various  inoculation- 
stations,  and  the  wholesale  price  of  glycerine  has  gone  up 
50  to  60  per  cent.  Injection-syringes,  too,  have  been  in 
demand,  and  high  figures  were  obtained  by  those  chemists 
who  had  them  in  stock.  Creolin  is  the  latest  cure  for 
rinderpest.  It  is  given  inwardly  in  the  form  of  a  drench, 
1  part  to  50  or  60  parts  of  water.  This  treatment  finds 
favour  with  the  Dutch  and  German  farmers,  who  believe 
in  the  orthodox  method  of  "  drenching  "  much  more 
than  in  treating  disease  by  means  of  the  hypodermic 
syringe.  In  some  districts  the  Government  committees  have 
decided  not  to  make  inoculation  compulsory,  but  when  the 
roads  are  opened  for  ox- waggon  traffic  all  those  farms  and 
mission-stations  where  the  cattle  have  not  been  inoculated  are 
to  be  placed  "  in  quarantine,"  which  means,  in  practice,  that 
all  cattle  will  have  to  be  inoculated  sooner  or  later.  The  roads 
to  the  east  of  the  Buffalo  river  were  opened  for  traffic  on 
September  11,  and  the  transport  of  goods  into  the  Transkei  is 
being  pushed  forward  with  vigour,  trade  having  been  virtually 
at  a  standstill  during  the  last  six  weeks.  The  blacks  still 
refuse  to  inoculate  their  cattle,  which  are  dying  by  thousands. 
This  mortality  seriously  affects  inland  transport,  as  most  of 
the  bullock-teams  belong  to  natives,  whose  wealth  is  invested 
in  cattle.  These  heavy  losses  are  causing  much  disaffection 
among  the  kraals,  and  the  native  question  will  have  to  be 
considered  in  the  various  district  councils.  Several  inocula- 
tors  who  have  been  training  at  the  Bacteriological  Institute 
at  Grahamstown,  under  Dr.  Edington,  returned  to  Cape  Town 
this  week  for  preparation  in  the  western  province.  Professor 
Koch  arrives  shortly  at  Durban  from  India,  and  will  proceed 
to  Kimberley  for  further  research-work. 
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Beitish  Teadb  with  South  Afeica. — So  many  articles 
have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  various  trade 
journals  that  the  reader  who  has  no  export  interest  is  wont 
to  say  "  we  hear  too  much  about  foreign  competition  nowa- 
days." It  is  as  well,  however,  for  those  who  hold  a  share  in 
Britain's  export-trade  to  remember  that  "Time  and  tide 
wait  for  no  man,"  nor  does  the  German  agent  or  Yankee 
■salesman.  Such  drugs  as  herb,  menth.  crisp  ,  flor.  anthem., 
fol.  sabince  mellilot,  and  like  lines  are  shipped  to  Cape  Colony 
in  considerable  quantities  by  German  firms.  They  are 
neatly  packed  in  1-lb.  packets,  pressed  so  as  to  take  up  the 
smallest  possible  space.  Fancy  bottles,  cardboard  boxes, 
•chip  and  pill  boxes,  are  recognised  German  articles,  while 
German  chloroform,  chemicals,  and  perfumery  are  making 
steady  progress  in  our  market.  The  French  hold  the  per- 
fume-trade of  South  Africa  sucessfully  against  all  comers. 
'The  style  and  general  get-up  of  their  goods  are  beyond  com- 
parison better  than  that  of  similar  products  from  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  English  houses  have  long  striven  to  get 
a  slice  of  this  class  of  trade,  but  their  efforts  in  that  direc- 
tion are  in  vain. 


f  rencb  1Rew& 

(From,  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


'Cloves  and  Caffeine  in  Feance. — At  the  last  meeting 
-of  the  Paris  Syndical  Chamber  of  Chemical  Products,  M. 
.Adrian  mentioned  that  the  Excise  authorities  had  given  dis- 
1  tillers  facilities  for  preparing  oil  of  cloves,  which  were 
formerly  not  permitted.  The  cloves  are  admitted  duty  free, 
and,  after  having  been  used  for  preparing  the  oil,  are 
burnt  in  the  presence  of  an  Excise  officer.  M.  Adrian  thinks 
the  same  favour  might  be  accorded  to  chemists  for  the  pre- 
paration of  certain  alkaloids,  and  he  especially  referred  to 
•  caffeine  as  being  one  of  the  most  important  on  account  of  its 
increased  use. 

Death  of  M.  Schlumbebgeb.— The  death  is  announced 
of  M.  Schlumberger,  an  expert  chemist  of  some  note,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illness.  The  deceased  gentleman,  was  an 
original  and  patient  worker,  and  made  a  speciality  of  study- 
ing, from  a  chemical  point  of  view,  the  best  way  of  printing 
•cheques,  stamps,  bank-notes,  &c,  with  the  object  of  pre- 
venting fraud.  This  brought  him  into  some  notoriety  and 
trouble  a  few  years  ago.  He  discovered  that  the  French 
bank-notes  could  be  imitated,  and  endeavoured  to  convince 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  France  of  this  fact.  After 
•taking  a  good  deal  of  trouble  he  found  they  were  not  dis- 
posed to  accept  his  view  of  the  case.  He  therefore  adopted 
the  somewhat  drastic  measure  of  presenting  a  forged  note 
at  the  bank,  which  was  paid.  This  done,  he  informed  the 
directors  of  the  fact,  and  offered  them  a  new  process  of  his 
•own  invention  for  printing  the  notes.  As  a  recompense  he 
was  promptly  prosecuted,  but  as  the  evidence  showed  that 
he  had  acted  in  perfect,  though  perhaps  injudicious,  good 
faith,  he  escaped  with  a  small  fine.  The  result  was  that  the 
Bank  of  France  had  to  alter  the  method  of  printing  its 
nptes,  but  it  brought  no  pecuniary  benefit  to  M.  Schlum- 
berger. He  was  a  member  of  various  scientific  societies,  and 
held  the  general  esteem  of '  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact. 

Suggestions  foe  the  New  Codex.  —  The  various 
societies  of  pharmacy  throughout  France  have  been  asked  to 
contribute  suggestions  for  the  revision  of  the  Codex,  and  a 
number  of  them  have  undertaken  the  task  with  much 
thoroughness.  The  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacists  has  gone 
into  the  matter  very  closely,  and  as  the  members  of  the 
special  committee  of  that  body,  elected  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  the  question,  are  largely  composed  of  pharmacists 
in  business,  the  suggestions  made  by  them  are  interesting. 
They  ask  for  the  suppression  of  a  certain  number  of  prepara- 
tions and  substances,  adding  that  although  such  a  measure 
may  appear  radical,  it  seems  justified  when  they  are  appa- 
rently abandoned  alike  by  doctors  and  the  public.  Not  only 
.  are  some  of  them  very  little  used  at  present,  but  in  certain 
instances,  such  as  medicinal  beer,  they  are  difficult  to  keep. 
Among  the  one  hundred  and  one  substances  which  they  sug- 
gest should  be  omitted  are  oil  of  absinthe,  antiscorbutic 


beer,  sugar  of  red  cabbage,  compound  electuary  of  saffron, 
jelly  of  deer's  horns,  distilled  water  of  elderberries,  compound 
electuary  of  rhubarb,  burnt  sponge  and  sweet  oil  of  eggs,  cal- 
cined bones,  pulp  of  dates,  sugar  of  walnut,  acetate  of  lime, 
and  extract  of  lilies  of  the  valley.  On  the  other  hand,  by  way 
of  compensation,  the  Paris  pharmacists  draw  attention  to  a 
number  of  products  which  appear  to  have  won  the  light  to  a 
place  in  the  Codex.  These  amount  to  about  ninety,  and 
include  cascara  sagrada,  kola,  glycerophosphate  of  lime, 
lanoline,  salicylate  of  mercury,  walnut-leaves,  liquid  vaseline, 
artificial  serums,  also  silks,  catguts,  &c,  with  mode  of  pre- 
paration and  sterilisation.  A  table  of  maximum  doses  of 
medicaments  is  also  suggested,  as  well  as  antidotes,  to  be 
printed  after  each  poisonous  substance. 


TTraoe^flTmrka  Hpplieo  for. 


(From  the  "Trade  Marks  Journal;'  September  29,  1897.) 

"  Licos  "  ;  for  a  cough-mixture  for  human  use.  By  J.  H.  Smith, 
10  Bridge  Street,  Newark,  chemist  and  druggist.  207,148. 

Representation  of  doctor  sounding  heart  of  patient ;  for  all  goods 
included  in  Class  3.  By  H.  Allison,  94  High  Street,  Lincoln, 
chemist  and  druggist.  207,320. 

"  Zepyrine  "  ;  for  hosiery  for  surgical  purposes.  By  Vincent 
Wood,  4  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars  Bridge,  London,  E.C., 
surgical  appliance  and  instrument  maker.  205,197. 

"Jump  fob,  Joy";  for  all  goodsjincluded  in  Class  42.  '  By  W.  & 
H.  Jackson,  13-15  Lydia  Ann  Street,  Liverpool,  oil  merchants. 
207,128. 

"  Cilothabe,"  the  great  hair  producer ;  for  a  toilet  preparation 
for  the  hair.  By  B.  T.  White,  36  Lower  Camden  Street, 
Dublin,  registered  druggist.  206,700.  Essential  particular, 
word  "  Cilothare." 

Boomerang  "  and  figure  of  same  ;  "  Footprint  "  and  mark  of  a 
footprint ;  for  perfumery  (including  toilet  articles,  preparations 
for  the  teeth,  hair,  and  perfumed  soap).  By.  J.  Crosfield  & 
Sons  (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington.  207,226-228. 

Outline  of  a  cross,  with  name  of  applicant  company ;  for  artificial 
manures.  By  R.  J.  Garroway,  trading  also  as  The  Standard 
Chemical  Company,  Netherfield  Chemical  Works,  694  Duke 
Street,  Glasgow.  206,628. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  6,  1897.) 

"  Nicolan  ;  Nicomet  "  ;  for  sheep-dip  and  like  goods  included  in 
Class  2.  By  R.  Mackill,  29  Waterloo  Street,  Glasgow,  mer- 
chant. 206,098-9. 

"  Torpedo  "  ;  for  fly-paper.  By  F.  Keller,  489  Dumbarton  Road, 
Partick,  Glasgow,  chemist  and  druggist.  207,142. 

Outline  sketch  of  shield  containing  steamship,  two  crossed  flags, 
and  the  word  "  Vingo  "  ;  for  a  remedy  for  sea-sickness,  being 
a  medicine  for  human  use.  By  John  King,  14  Earlsfield 
Road,  Earlsfield,  Surrey,  and  Edwin  Montague  Wilkes, 
83  East  Hill,  Wandsworth,  Surrey,  trading  as  E.  M.  Wilkes, 
111  Culvert  Road,  Battersea,  Surrey,  vendors  of  medicine. 
204,691.    Essential  particulars,  the  combination  of  devices. 

Label,  with  wording,  bearing  signature  "  Guy's  Tonic  Co.,"  with 
directions,  &c. ;  for  a  medicinal  preparation  for  human  use. 
By  C.  S.  Stemp  and  T.  Guy,  trading  as  Guy's  Tonic  Company, 
12  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  London,  S.W.  205,935.  Es- 
sential particulars,  copy  of  facsimile  signature  written  across 
the  label. 

Portrait  of  applicant  and  wording  "  Skidmore  &  Co.'s  Wonderful 
Embrocation  "  ;  for  an  embrocation  for  human  use.  By  Skid- 
more  &  Co.,  6  Beckton  Road,  Canning  Town,  London,  E., 
manufacturers.    206,940.    Essential  particular,  the  portrait. 

"  Reindeer  "  ;  for  glycerine  (crude  or  prepared)  for  use  in  manu- 
factures. By  C.  Thomas  &  Brothers  (Limited),  Broadplain 
Soapworks,  Bristol,  Gloucestershire.  206,538. 

"  Koko  "  ;  and  device  of  girl  on  horse  holding  flag  bearing  the 
word  Koko ;  for  perfumery,  toilet  articles,  perfumed  soap, 
&c.  By  the  Koko  Maricopas  Company  ILimited),  16  Bevis 
Marks,  London.  205,266.  Essential  particulars,  the  device 
and  the  word  "  Koko." 


"That  man  takes  life  easily."  "Is  he  a  millionaire  1 ' 
"  No,  a  doctor." 
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pbarmaceuttcal  Society  of  (Sreat 
Britain, 

OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION. 

THE  fifty-sixth  session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  com- 
menced on  Monday  with  the  usual  ceremonial  of 
presenting  prizes  to  last  year's  students  and  welcoming  the 
new  by  some  good  advice.  On  this  occasion,  however,  there 
was  supplementary  interest  in  the  presentation  of  the 
Hanbury  medal  to  Dr.  J.  de  Vrij,  of  the  Hague,  and  of  the 
Fliickiger  medal  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  the  Curator  of  the 
Society's  Museums.  Three  o'clock  was  fixed  as  the  hour 
for  commencing  the  proceedings,  and,  at  a  few  minutes  past, 
the  President  (Mr  Walter  Hills)  and  his  colleagues  in  office 
came  into  the  Bloomsbury  Square  lecture-theatre  to  find 
that  every  available  seat  on  the  benches  was  occupied,  and 
some  members  were  sitting  on  the  gangway.  There  were 
many  ladies  present,  and  a  few  provincial  pharmacists,  such 
as  Mr.  W.  Gowen  Cross,  Shrewsbury ;  Mr.  Saville  Peck  and 
Mr.  W.  L.  White,  Cambridge;  Mr.  David  Storrar,  Kirk- 
caldy ;  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Newsholme,  Sheffield ; 
and  Mr.  Bottle,  Dover.  There  were  many  City  men  there, 
amongst  them  Dr.  John  Attfield,  F.R.S. 

The  Presentation  of  the  Hanbury  Medal 

was  taken  first,  Mr.  J.  H.  S.  Maas,  K.N.L.,  Consul  of  the 
Netherlands,  attending  on  behalf  of  his  Government  to 

receive  the  medal 
for  Dr.  de;  Vrij. 
In  presenting  it 
the  President 
said  :  Ladies  and 
gentlemen, — Some 
twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago  the 
whole  pharmaceu- 
tical world  suffered 
an  irreparable  loss 
in  the  death  of 
thatprinceof  phar- 
macists, Daniel 
Hanbury.  After 
his  death  his 
friends,  wishing  to 
perpetuate  his 
memory  in  some 
substantial  form, 
and  in  one  which 
would  stimulate 
others  to  help  in 
the  same  direction 
in  which  he  had 

worked,  formed  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
a  gold  medal  biennially  to  workers  in  that  department 
of  science  in  which  Hanbury  was  facile  prineeps.  The 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  the  trustees 
of  the  fund,  and  the  medal  is  given  irrespective  of  nation- 
ality— in  fact,  to  anyone  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  experts 
who  are  appointed  to  award  the  medal,  has  done  good  work 
in  the  chemistry  and  natural  history  of  drugs.  On  this 
occasion  the  medal  has  been  awarded  to  Dr.  J.  E.  de  Vrij, 
of  the  Hague.  For  the  information  of  those  who  do  not 
know  it  the  adjudicators  of  the  Hanbury  gold  medal  are 
the  Presidents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  of  the  Linnsean 
Society,  of  the  Chemical  Society,  and  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference,  with  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  It 
will  interest  you  to  know  something  of  Dr.  de  Vrij's  career. 
He  was  born  at  Rotterdam  in  1813,  and  began  life  in  the  phar- 
maceutical establishment  of  his  father — in  fact,  his  father 
died  when  he  was  still  too  young  to  take  the  pharmaceutical 
qualification  of  the  Netherlands.  He  obtained  special  per- 
mission to  carry  on  the  business,  and  in  due  course  qualified. 
In  the  year  1830  he  had  translated  into  Dutch  Rosa's 
"  Handbook  of  Analytical  Chemistry."  As  long  ago  as  1835 
his  attention  was  specially  directed  to  the  alkaloids  of  the 
cinchona,  which  he  made  his  special  study  for  the  remainder 
f  his  life.    This  brought  him  into  personal  contact  with, 


Dk.  J.  E.  de  Vru,  CLE., 
Hanbury  Medallist. 


amongst  others,  Pelletier  and  Caventou,  who  were  the  original 
discoverers  of  quinine,  and  whom  he  first  met  at  Bonn  in 
1835.  Having  made  himself  a  specialist  in  this  department, 
he  was  sent  out  to  Java  by  the  Dutch  Government  in  1857  in- 
order  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  cinchona  in  that  island. 
In  1859  and  1860  he  manufactured  quinine  sulphate  from  the 
cinchona  grown  in  the  island  of  Java.  In  1863  he  left  Java, 
after  perfecting  his  valuable  work  in  the  development  of  the 
cinchona-plant.  Pie  also  visited  India,  and  he  did  good  work 
in  connection  with  cinchona-cultivation  there.  For  this 
service  he  received  decorations  from  the  Dutch  and  French 
Governments,  and  in  1880,  for  work  done  in  India,  he  was 
made  Companion  of  the  Order  of  the  Indian  Empire.  He- 
has  also  been  an  honorary  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical1 
Society  since  1856.  Dr.  de  Vrij  is  a  tremendous  worker, 
having  published  over  200  papers  on  all  imaginary  subjects- 
connected  with  pharmacy  and  chemistry.  It  is  due  to  the 
labours  of  Dr.  de  Vrij  and  other  such  men  that  we  are  now 
able  to  have  quinine  produced  at  something  like  one-tentb 
the  price  that  was  paid  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  (Applause.)* 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  Dr.  de  Vrij  present 
with  us  to-day — (hear,  hear) — but  the  Government  of  the 
Netherlands  has  asked  Mr.  Maas,  the  Consul-General,  to 
accept  on  behalf  of  Dr.  de  Vrij  the  gold  medal.  The  Presi- 
bent  then  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Doctor  in  reply- 
to  his  (the  President's)  congratulating  him  on  the  award  of 
the  medal : — 

The  Hague,  July  14,  1897. 
To  Mr,  Walter  Hills,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  thank  you  for  your  kindly 
congratulating  me  with  the  distinction  visited  upon  me  by- 
awarding  to  me  the  golden  Hanbury  medal  of  this  year.  In  last. 
June  it  was  just  fifty  years  ago  that  I  made  my  first  visit  to 
England  to  represent  the  Batavian  Society  of  Experimental 
Philosophy  of  Rotterdam  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Associa- 
tion for  the  advancement  of  science  at  Oxford,  and  since  that 
time  my  visits  to  England  were  so  very  frequent  that  my  lamented 
friend,  Professor  Graham,  bestowed  upon  me  the  nickname  of 
"  The  Flying  Dutchman."  The  consequence  of  these  frequent 
visits  was  that  I  had  the  honour  to  come  in  relation  with  the- 
majority  of  your  distinguished  men  of  science  like  Faraday,  Sir 
William  Hooker,  Graham,  &c.  Although  the  great  majority  of 
my  scientific  friends  belong  actually  to  the  history  of  science,  I 
have  still  the  good  fortune  to  possess  many  friends  amongst  the- 
younger  generation  ;  and  therefore  I  would  be  delighted  to  shake- 
hands  again  with  them  if  I  come  in  October  next  to  London  tc» 
accept  personally  the  medal.  But,  unhappily,  it  is  also  lately 
impossible  for  me  to  undertake  the  journey  to  London,  for- 
although  my  general  health  is,  notwithstanding  my  protracted 
age  (84^  years),  very  satisfactory,  and  neither  my  five  senses  nor 
my  intellectual  faculties  have  been  influenced  by  age,  my  legs, 
have  become  so  very  stiff  that  since  my  last  visit  to  Birmingham 
in  1893,  whence  I  went  to  take  my  leave  of  an  intimate  dying- 
friend,  I  have  been  obliged  to  relinquish  travelling  for  ever.  The 
award  of  the  medal  is  more  satisfactory  to  me,  as  it  is  in  the 
meantime  a  perpetual  reminiscence  of  my  late  lamented  friend 
Mr.  Daniel  Hanbury.  Since  he  was  introduced  to  me  at  Ipswich 
in  1851,  I  have  been  in  frequent  relations  and  correspondence 
with  him  until  his  untimely  death.  I  have  carefully  conserved: 
the  majority  of  these  letters  on  scientific  subjects,  and,  if  yon 
agree  with  it,  I  would  be  happy  to  make  a  present  of  these  letters, 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who  honours  the  memory  of  my 
lamented  friend. 

With  compliments,  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly,, 
■  (Signed)         J.  E.  de  Vrij. 

The  President,  addressing  Mr.  Maas,  said  : — On  behalf  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  trustees  of  the 
Hanbury  fund,  I  have  great  pleasure  to  ask  you  to  hand  our 
old  friend  Dr.  de  Vrij  this  medal  to  commemorate  Daniel1 
Hanbury.  Will  you  hand  it  to  him  and  assure  him  of  the 
best  wishes  of  the  assembly  here  to-day,  and  we  hope  he  may 
long  continue  those  successes  in  that  branch  of  learning  in. 
which  he  has  achieved  so  great  a  distinction. 

Mr.  MAAS,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  the  services  of 
Dr.  de  Vrij  had  been  acknowledged  on  many  occasions  by 
several  Governments.  He  had  with  him  a  letter  which  was 
written  by  the  Doctor  in  order  that  he  might  read  the  follow- 
ing extract : — ■ 

When,  in  1875,  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Confer- 
ence, Mr.  Groves,  at  the  end  of  his  opening  address  remembered! 
the  great  loss  which  pharmacy  had  recently  sustained  by  the  un- 
timely death  of  Daniel  Hanbury,  he  expressed  a  hope  that  his  ser~ 
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vices  would  secure  liim  a  place  in  the  Valhalla  of  pharmaceutical 
worthies  by  the  side  of  his  predecessor,  William  Allen.  This  wish 
has  been  speedily  fulfilled  by  your  stating  the  Hanbury  medal 
will  now  be  awarded  for  the  tenth  time  by  your  Society.  As  you 
have  selected  me  I  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honour 
bestowed  upon  me,  which  I  consider  not  only  as  an  appreciation  of 
my  scientific  labours  on  behalf  of  pharmacy,  but  also  as  a  remem- 
brance of  my  lamented  friend  Daniel  Hanbury.  I  made  his 
acquaintance  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation in  Ipswich,  and  he  remained  my  friend  until  his  death,  for 
his  last  letter  to  me  was  dated  January,  1875,  about,  three  months 
before.  He  was  always  ready  to  assist  me  in  my  scientific  investi- 
gations, and  still  I  remember  his  valuable  assistance  when  I  was 
occupied  with  my  study  of  the  alkaloid  quinine,  of  which  I  pub- 
lished the  letters  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  1857.  You 
will,  therefore,  easily  understand  that  my  relation  with  Daniel 
Hanbury  during  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  occupies  a  large 
place  in  my  memory,  and  increases  the  value  of  the  medal  now 
awarded  to  me.  I  conclude  by  expressing  my  best  thanks  for  the 
progress  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
residence  in  Bloomsbury  Square  I  visited  for  the  first  time  on 
July  12,  1847,  to  call  on  Professor  Eedwood. 

The  audience  followed  these  sentences  with  evident 
interest,  and  it  was  a  few  seconds  before  Mr.  Maas  could 
proceed  owing  to  the  applause.  Then  he  said  that  from  this 
letter,  and  what  had  fallen  from  the  President,  he  concluded 
that  the  Hanbury  medal  was  a  great  distinction.  It  was  a 
proof  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  capable 
of  valuing  Dr.  de  Vrij's  work,  which  was  more  than  could  be 
said  about  every  honour  that  was  bestowed  nowadays.  (Hear, 
hear.)  It  was  one  of  their  great  English  statesman,  Lord 
Melbourne  he  thought,  who  said  :  "  Honours  are  in  no  sense 
measure  of  merit."  (Laughter.)  To  the  man  in  the  street  Dr.  de 
Vrij's  work  was  practically  not  known ;  so  it  was  with  every  dis- 
tinguished man  who  had  worked  in  the  same  line  before  him. 
In  the  quiet  of  his  laboratory  he  had  done  a  work  for  suffer- 
ing humanity  which  would  always  be  regarded  with  gratitude. 
He  had  founded  an  important  industry  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies,  and  his  work  in  British  India  was  considered  to  be  of 
high  value,  and  the  India  Office  had  so  written  in  thanking 
him  for  it  and  for  his  suggestion  which  led  to  the  production 
of  the  cinchona-febrifuge.  Although  the  methods  which  had 
been  brought  in  by  Dr.  de  Vrij  had  long  ago  been  surpassed, 
yet  his  name  would  always  find  an  honourable  place  among 
those  who  co-operated  with  him  [such  as  Howard,  Markham, 
Hasskarl,  Junghuhn,  and  many  others] ;  it  was  he  who 
had  reduced  the  price  of  quinine  from  per  lb.  to  now 
about  that  amount  in  shillings,  and,  as  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  had  said  of  him  in  1881,  probably  no  living 
chemist  had  done  so  much  work  which  was  of  so  immediate 
benefit  to  mankind  as  Dr.  de  Vrij  had  done.  He  desired  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  to  the 
English  people  for  their  appreciation  of  de  Vrij,  and,  through 
him,  of  the  worth  and  labours  of  the  pharmacists  of  Holland. 
(Applause.) 

Presentation  of  the  Fluckiger  Medal. 

The  President  said  that  before  calling  on  the  Dean  of 
the  School  to  report  on  the  Pharmacy  Prize  Competition  he 
had  another  duty  to  perform,  although  it  was  not  a  part  of 
the  ordinary  proceedings.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the 
great  friend  and  co-worker  of  Daniel  Hanbury  was 
Professor  F.  A.  Fluckiger,  who  died  in  1894,  and  his  friends 
likewise,  in  order  to  carry  on  his  memory  and  to  stimulate 
other  workers,  subscribed  a  sum,  a  portion  of  the  interest  of 
which  is  devoted  to  a  medal  to  be  presented  every  five  years 
to  men,  irrespective  of  nationality,  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  pharmacognosy  and  pharmacology.  This  medal 
had  recently  been  awarded  for  the  first  time,  and  had  fallen  to 
one  of  our  own  countrymen,  the  esteemed  Curator  of  the 
Museum,  Mr.  Edward  Morell  Holmes.  (Loud  cheers.) 
This  medal  is  presented  alternately  by  the  German  and 
Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  This  time  it  has  been 
awarded  by  the  German  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  that  Association,  at  which  Dr.  Paul  was 
present,  the  President  of  that  meeting  handed  to  Dr.  Paul 
that  medal  in  order  that  he  might  hand  it  over  on  his  return 
to  the  recipient,  Mr.  Holmes.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
suitable  opportunity  for  this  award  to  be  made  publicly.  It 
was  a  unique  occasion,  when  it  was  considered  that  the  names 
of  Hanbury  and  Fluckiger,  who  worked  for  so  long  together, 
should  be  so  intimately  associated  that  day,  and  such 


an  event  could  hardly  happen  again.  He  called  upon  Dr. 
Paul  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to  the  award. 

Dr.  Paul  said  :  You  are  aware,  as  the  President  has  said, 
that  this  medal  is  founded  as  a  worthy  imitation  of  the 
Hanbury  medal,  and  for  a  similar  object.  It  has  also  the 
additional  attraction  that  the  foundation  was  instigated  by 
a  collaborator  of  Daniel  Hanbury,  and  that  it  is  to  be 
awarded,  as  the  President  has  told  you,  alternately  by  the 
Apothelter  Verein  of  Germany  and  the  Apothelter  Verein 
of  Switzerland.  On  my  arrival  in  Strasburg  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  German  Society  there  last  month,  the  Presi- 
dent informed  me  that  the  trustees  had  been  considerin^- 
the  selection  of  a  recipient  for  the  medal,  and  Mr.  Holmes 
was  mentioned  among  others.  He  asked  me  whether  I 
would  receive  the  medal  and  convey  it  to  him.  Of  course  I 
was  willing  to  undertake  that  duty,  and  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Verein  the  proposal  was  put  by  the  President  of  the 
meeting  and  carried  unanimously.  I  have,  on  frequent 
occasions  at  these  meetings,  heard  of  the  high  appreciation 
in  which  Mr.  Holmes's  work  is  held,  and  an  honour  conferred 
on  him  also  reflects  considerable  credit  on  the  Society.  I 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  hand  this  medal  to  Mr.  Holmes. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Holmes,  replying,  said  :  "  Mr.  President,  Ladies,  and 
Gentlemen, — I  little  thought  six  weeks  ago  that  I  should  be 
called  upon  to  receive  one  of  the  highest  distinctions  that 
pharmacy  can  bestow.  As  an  Englishman,  I  cannot  but  feel 
highly  flattered  that  I 
should  have  been  chosen  as 
the  first  recipient  of  this 
valuable  medal,  when  there 
are  so  many  others  who 
have  done  excellent  work 
for  pharmacy,  and  so  many 
other  Englishmen  who,  like 
Dr.  Paul  himself,  have  con- 
tributed much  original  in- 
formation of  very  consider- 
able value.  One  is  almost 
inclined  to  think  that 
botanists  and  pharmaco- 
gnosists  must  have  been  in 
the  majority  when  the 
voting  for  the  award  took 
place.  The  Museum  of  this 
Society  naturally  affords 
exceptional  opportunities  of 
investigating  new  drugs, 
since  London  is  pre-emi- 
nently the  drug-market  of 
the  world,  and  opportunities  of  acquiring  and  publishing 
new  information  are  therefore  more  frequent  here.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  very  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that  my  endeavours 
to  make  the  Museum  of  real  value  to  pharmacists  all  over 
the  world  are  so  highly  appreciated  abroad.  I  trust  that  the 
honour  now  conferred  upon  me  will  serve  as  a  stimulus  to 
further  and  better  work  in  the  future."  Then,  turning  to  Dr. 
Paul,  Mr.  Holmes  said  :  "  I  beg  that  you,  sir,  will  convey  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  the  Deutsche  Apothelter  Verein 
my  hearty  thanks  for  the  medal  and  my  high  appreciation  of 
the  honour  they  have  thus  conferred  upon  me.  The  medal 
will  always  be  a  pleasant  reminder  of  the  friendly  apprecia- 
tion of  my  continental  fellow-workers  in  pharmacy." 

The  President  then  said :  You  will  wish  me  to  be  your 
mouthpiece  to  congratulate  Mr.  Holmes.  (Hear,  hear.)  I 
hope  he  will  be  long  spared,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  keep 
in  order  that  good  memory  of  his.  I  can  conceive  of  nothing 
pleasanter  than  to  spend  half  an  hour  with  him  in  the 
Museum  talking  about  the  work  which  he  does  so  well. 
(Applause.) 

Presentation  op  Prizes. 

Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, then  reported  upon  the  work  of  the  School  during  the 
past  year,  mentioning  the  changes  which  have  been  effected 
in  the  curriculum,  the  immediate  result  of  which  was  that 
there  was  a  smaller  number  of  students,  because  there  were 
fewer  advanced.  In  the  minds  of  the  staff  there  was  no 
doubt  as  to  the  desirability  of  the  change,  but  success  had 
yet  to  be  proved.  The  individual  reports  of  the  professors 
were  then  summarised,  and  we  gathered  from  them  that  the 
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number  of  Minor  students  at  the  School  last  session  was 
forty-seven.    The  awards  were  then  made,  viz  : — 

H.  S.  A.  Long,  silver  medal  in  materia  medica,  and  certificate  of 

honour  in  botany. 
E.  A.  Umney,  silver  medal  in  practical  chemistry,  and  certificate 

of  honour  in  botany. 

The  above  were  students  in  the  Senior  course.  To  Mr.  Ralph 
M.  Stearn,  who  has  died  since  the  course  ended  in  March, 
silver  medals  in  botany,  chemistry,  and  physics,  and  cer- 
tificates in  the  other  two  subjects  had  been  awarded.  The 
following  are  the  awards  in  the  Junior  course  : — 

Upsher  Smith,  certificate  of  honour  in  botany. 
Harold  M.  Morgan,  bronze  medal  in  practical  chemistry. 
W.  Brown  Wilson,  certificates  of  honour  in  chemistry  and  materia 
medica. 

Pierre  E.  F.  Perre'des,  bronze  medal  in  materia  medica,  and  certi- 
ficate of  honour  in  botany. 

Harold  E.  Mathews,  bronze  medals  in  chemistry  and  botany,  silver 
medal  in  pharmacy,  and  certificate  of  honour  in  materia 
medica. 

Honours  were  also  awarded  to  E.  M.  Chapman  and  Evans 
Jones  Jenkins,  but  they  did  not  appear. 

Professor  Green  reported  that  only  two  herbaria  were 
sent  in,  and  he  awarded  a  certificate  to  Mr.  George  Todd, 
Oldham.  The  other  botanist  had  obtained  a  similar  honour 
before.  Mr.  Todd  was  called  upon  to  receive  his  pasteboard, 
but  did  not  respond. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Umney  was  then  presented  with  copies  of 
"  Science  Papers  "  and  "  Pharmacographia,"  and  Mr.  Long 
with  "  Science  Papers,"  the  gift  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hanbury. 

The  Pereira  Medal. 

The  President,  reporting  on  behalf  of  Professors  Balfour 
and  Gibson  and  Mr.  T.  Maben,  who  had  conducted  the 

Council  prizes  ex- 
amination, stated 
that  one  candidate, 
Mr.  William  Arthur 
Knight,  had  done 
sufficiently  well  to 
entitle  him  to  the 
Pereira  medal,  but 
the  examiners  re- 
gretted that  no 
other  candidates 
had  reached  the 
standard  for  the 
other  medals.  The 
President  believed 
that  this  would 
only  apply  this 
year,  and  he  called 
upon  Mr.  Knight 
(who  quickly  re- 
sponded) to  receive 
the  medal  and  the 
51.  worth  of  books,  and  as  he  stood  shaking  the  hand  of  the 
blue-ribboned  man  of  the  year  the  audience  burst  into 
applause. 

Bell  Scholars. 

Mr.  Edmund  White,  B.Sc,  then  briefly  reported  upon  the 
examination  for  the  Bell  and  Manchester  Association  scholar- 
ships. Thirty-one  competed  for  the  former  at  sixteen  centres, 
and  fifteen  of  them  qualified  for  the  scholarships.  The  scholar- 
ships were  awarded  to  Mr.  Herbert  Payne,  of  Maidstone, 
and  Mr.  John  Evans,  of  Aberayron,  while  Robert  Hillyard 
Dawson  obtained  the  Manchester  scholarship.  The  first  two 
appeared  to  receive  the  Hyde  Hills'  present  of  books,  and 
were  congratulated  by  the  President. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Maas  retired,  apologising  for  his  inability 
to  stay  to  hear 

THE  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Herbert  McLeod,  F.R.S.,  professor  of  chemistry  at 
the  School  of  Forestry,  Cooper's  Hill,  and  one  of  the  Society's 
examiners,  who  delivered  the  address,  spoke  extemporane- 
ously.   He  said  : — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  and  Mr.  President, — When  you 
•w-'re  so  kind  as  to  ask  me  to  give  you  an  address  this  after- 


Ms.  W.  A.  Knight,  Pereira  Medallist. 


Pbofessor  H.  McLeod,  F.R.S. 


noon  I  hesitated  in  accepting  it,  and  I  still  feel  that  hesita- 
tion because  I  know  that  the  students,  in  consequence  of 
their  knowledge  of  this  work,  know  what  is  required 
of  them.  However, 
owing  to  the  kind- 
ness of  an  old  friend, 
who  said,  "  I  will 
soon  put  you  up  to 
that" — (laughter) — 
and  also  of  the  con- 
fidence which  has 
been  placed  in  me 
when  I  was  ap- 
pointed an  ex- 
aminer three  years 
ago,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  see- 
ing a  portion  of  the 
work  which  goes  on 
here,  and  therefore 
I  shall  not  speak 
entirely  in  ignor- 
ance of  the  subject. 
I  must  apologise  in 
speaking  principally 
about  students.  You  students  will  become  chemists  by 
Act  of  Parliament;  we  others  cannot  call  ourselves  so. 
We  may  belong  to  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  but  if  we 
call  ourselves  chemists  we  may  be  liable.  We  may  be 
Fellows  of  the  Chemical  Society,  but  we  must  not  call 
ourselves  chemists.  (Laughter.)  I  am  going  to  speak  to 
you  about  chemistry,  because  it  is  something  that  I  know 
something  about,  and  I  love  it.  Chemistry  is  not  all 
"  pretty  experiments."  It  requires  a  good  deal  of  hard  work 
and  perseverance  ;  I  have  known  students — not  here,  but  at 
other  places — who  considered  it  very  hard  indeed. 

Never  be  satisfied  with  slovenly  work.  You  see  a  man 
fit  up  a  piece  of  apparatus  to  produce  a  certain  effect,  and 
you  know  from  the  way  it  is  constructed  that  the  result 
will  not  be  right.  He  says,  "Never  mind;  it  will  do." 
Don't  you  get  into  the  habit  of  saying  "  It  will  do."  It  may 
answer  the  purpose  for  the  moment,  but  you  have  got  your- 
selves into  a  bad  habit ;  and  if  you  proceed  in  that  way, 
some  day,  when  you  are  making  up  a  prescription,  you  may 
do  something  that  will  not  do.  (Laughter.)  Neatness  and 
accuracy  are  absolutely  essential  for  your  work.  I  noticed 
when  I  came  here  to  be  an  examiner  three  years  ago  a 
neatness  and  cleanliness  about  the  work  which  one  does 
not  always  find  in  students.  When  a  candidate  had  finished 
his  work,  he  began  to  clean  and  tidy  up  his  bench.  I 
would  tell  him,  "  Don't  you  trouble  about  that ;  it's  the 
man's  work."  Of  course,  after  three  years  of  experience 
here,  one  gradually  gets  into  the  feeling  that  it  was  always 
so,  and  anything  which  happens  at  these  examinations  does 
not  produce  the  kind  of  surprise  it  did  three  years  ago. 
There  is  a  neatness  about  the  candidates'  work  which  we 
do  not  find  among  ordinary  students.  Many  of  the  students 
who  go  up  to  the  examinations  have  undergone  an  appren- 
ticeship, and  this  apprenticeship  has  inculcated  in  them  this 
habit  of  cleanliness. 

Chemistry  as  an  Education. 
One  thing  about  chemistry  which  makes  it  stand  out  is 
the  opportunity  it  gives  for  the  exercise  of  your  reasoning 
powers.  You  cannot  learn  chemistry  properly,  you  cannot 
perform  chemical  experiments  properly,  without  knowing 
what  you  are  going  to  do.  It  gives  you  a  power  of  reason- 
ing. I  have  heard  of  a  good  story  told  some  years  ago  of  a 
celebrated  Scotch  professor.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
lecture  he  took  up  a  little  earthenware  vessel  containing 
some  extract,  and  his  students  saw  him  put  his  finger  into 
it  and  taste  it.  He  then  handed  the  pot  round  to  the 
students,  saying  all  the  time,  "  Cultivate  your  powers  of 
observation  ;  cultivate  your  powers  of  observation,"  and  this 
went  on  until  the  vessel  came  round  to  him.  All  the  time 
there  were  on  the  faces  of  the  students  expressions  of  disgust 
at  the  nastiness  of  the  taste.  Then  the  professor  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  cultivate  your  powers  of  observation.  If  you 
had  looked  at  me  when  I  put  my  finger  in  the  pot  ye  would 
ha'  seen  that  the  finger  I  put  in  my  mouth  was  no'  the  same 
finger  that  I  put  in  the  pot."  (Laughter.) 
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The  object  of  learning  chemistry  is  to  enable  you  to  find 
out  what  a  thing  is.  Anyone  who  has  studied  science  in  a 
proper  way  will  be  very  much  more  likely  to  find  out 
expected  phenomena  if  he  knows  upon  what  the  phenomena 
depend. 

With  regard  to  chemistry  and  botany  I  should  suggest  to 
you  students  that  you  should  learn  them  as  pure  science,  not 
so  much  in  the  application  at  first.  Learn  everything  you 
are  taught,  learn  as  much  more  as  you  can,  but  do  not  ask, 
What  is  the  use  of  it?  There  can  be  no  more  useless 
question  asked  than  What  is  the  use  of  it?  (Hear,  hear.) 
And  you  will  find  afterwards  you  have  made  no  mistake. 
About  forty  years  ago  there  was  a  boy  at  school,  and  he  had 
to  learn  mathematics.  He  came  home  and  said,  "  What  is 
the  use  of  mathematics  ?  "  He  was  told  to  learn  it  because 
he  was  taught.  I  was  that  boy,  and  I  can  only  say  I  should 
have  been  much  better  able  to  grasp  the  principles  of 
chemical  science  if  I  had  more  mathematics.  It  is,  there- 
fore, useful  for  you  to  learn  what  is  taught  you. 

The  Value  op  Testing. 

As  far  as  possible  in  the  matter  of  chemistry  you  should 
put  everything  you  can  to  the  actual  test.  Test  everything 
by  experiment.  It  is  a  long  time  before  you  can  appreciate 
a  description  of  a  phenomenon  and  realise  what  this  descrip- 
tion means.  Experiment  on  every  little  thing.  A  friend  of 
mine  some  years  ago  said  that  no  man  should  write  text- 
books of  chemistry  unless  he  had  proved  every  experiment 
mentioned.  Well,  that  might  be  good  for  the  readers,  but 
the  text-books  would  be  small.  (Laughter.)  It  is  scarcely 
possible  for  a  man  to  test  everything  himself ;  he  has  to  rely 
upon  others.  The  evidence  of  other  people  you  will  find  is 
a  great  ladder.  Quite  recently  I  have  gone  through  an  ex- 
perience of  that  sort.  I  had  seen,  and  read,  and  was 
interested  in  an  account  of  some  chemical-works  at  Niagara. 
Now,  a  few  weeks  ago  I  saw  the  chemical-works.  I  recog- 
nised the  place  perfectly,  having  seen  the  published  descrip- 
tion of  it,  and  there  was  nothing  strange  about  it,  although 
I  saw  some  things  that  were  not  mentioned  in  the  paper. 
That  was  due  to  accurate  observation  and  good  description 
■on  the  part  of  the  writer.  Try  to  do  as  many  experiments 
as  you  can,  in  order  to  form  your  own  opinion.  I  believe  it 
is  the  case  that  some  candidates  come  up  for  examination 
who  have  tried  to  learn  all  that  is  necessary  in  a  few  months. 
That  is,  no  doubt,  because  the  old  system  of  apprenticeship 
was  supposed  to  teach  everything,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
engineering,  where  it  used  to  be  thought  that  you  could  not 
teach  it  in  a  school — it  had  to  be  learnt  at  the  bench,  in 
the  foundry.  True ;  but,  as  knowledge  has  increased,  it  is 
found  that  there  are  things  that  can  be  learnt  in  a  school,  and 
1;he  knowing  of  them  makes  better  engineers.  So  in  pharmacy. 
You  must  not  think  that  the  work  is  so  concise  and  simple 
that  it  can  be  got  up  in  a  short  time.  The  Council  have 
acted  wisely  in  increasing  the  length  of  the  curriculum 
from  six  months  to  nine.  When  we  first  commenced  the 
work  here  we  found  the  candidates  could  do  straightforward 
work  pretty  well.  We  gave  them  a  quantity  of  iron  in 
solution,  and  told  them  to  estimate  it,  which  they  did  in  a 
straightforward  way,  but  we  found  that  the  method  was  not 
understood.  Then  we  asked  them  to  make  the  standard 
solution,  and  found  they  could  not  do  it.  So  we  thought 
the  best  way  was  to  make  them  learn,  and  this  they  have 
done.  They  were  able  to  make  the  solutions  in  the  follow- 
ing year.  Now  we  are  asking  them  to  make  solutions  from 
impure  substances,  and  they  are  getting  to  be  able  to  do  that. 
Certainly  it  has  improved  the  work  of  the  students,  and 
necessarily  the  teaching.  I  hope  we  are  not  giving  the 
teacher  too  much  to  do.  (Laughter.)  Work  of  this  character 
will  enable  the  candidate  to  know  what  he  is  doing. 

WOBKING  FOE  EXAMINATIONS. 

One  thing  I  say — do  not  work  for  examinations.  Examina- 
tions are  a  necessity — a  very  bad  necessity — but  I  do  not  see 
what  else  we  can  put  in  their  place.  I  remember  a  short 
sentence  which  was  given  by  Huxley  some  years  ago  regard- 
ing examinations  :  "  Learn  to  know  and  not  to  pass."  If  you 
learn  to  know  the  passing  follows.  Get  your  knowledge  as 
accurate  as  you  possibly  can,  and  when  the  examination 
comes  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  it. 

It  may  be  the  fate  of  some  of  you  to  be  the  only  person  in 


a  village  who  knows  anything  about  science,  and  you  may 
be  asked  all  sorts  of  questions.  You  must  be  prepared  for 
the  asking  of  questions  and  to  answer  them ;  but  let  me 
caution  you  against  one  thing.  Do  not  put  on  a  profound 
air  of  knowledge  and  answer  something  which  cannot  be 
right.  Do  not  be  ashamed  to  say  "  I  don't  know,"  if  it  is  the 
fact.  I  can  quite  understand  a  pharmacist  in  a  small  town 
or  village  being  asked  all  kinds  of  questions  about  all  sorts  of 
things,  because  it  is  known  he  has  had  a  scientific  education. 
Let  that  scientific  education  be  good  and  thorough,  so  that 
you  will  be  able  to  answer  those  queries  which  may  be  put 
to  you. 

Examinations  are  things  which  follow  the  work.  Begin 
your  work  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  ;  above  all 
things  do  not  leave  the  work  of  the  examination  until  a  week 
or  two  before  the  examination  commences.  This  is  fatal — a 
thing  which  you  should  never  do.  When  the  professor  asks 
a  question  you  will  be  able  to  answer  it  at  once.  Many  years 
ago  I  heard  of  a  young  man  who  was  going  in  for  some 
Government  appointment.  It  was  before  the  days  of 
crammers,  when  pupils  read  with  clergymen.  He  went  down 
to  the  country  to  read,  and  thought  he  would  set  to  work 
there  very  shortly.  He  found  it  a  delightful  place,  there 
being  plenty  of  hunting,  fishing.  &c,  and  he  could  not  set 
himself  to  work.  After  six  months  of  this  amusement,  his 
tutor  said,  "  I  think  you  had  better  prepare  for  the  examina- 
tion." "  Oh,"  said  he,  "  there  is  plenty  of  time  yet."  At  the 
end  of  another  three  months  the  same  question  was  asked 
and  the  same  answer  was  given.  He  ended  up  by  reading 
for  his  examination  in  the  train.  (Laughter.)  Work  should 
begin  immediately  you  have  the  opportunity. 

Amongst  the  different  ways  chemistry  is  taught  one  is  by 
qualitative  analysis.  Now,  I  daresay  I  shall  be  thought 
old-fashioned  if  I  say  I  believe  this  is  an  excellent  method 
of  teaching,  if  properly  taught  and  done.  It  is  perfectly 
certain  that  when  qualitative  analysis  is  accurately  carried 
out  the  student's  knowledge  increases  more  than  by  learning 
a  large  amount  of  theoretical  chemistry.  I  have  heard  of  a 
doctor  who  knew  that  sulphuric  acid  had  a  certain  thera- 
peutic value,  and  that  carbonate  of  magnesia  had  another 
certain  value,  and  he  thought,  therefore,  there  would  be  no 
harm  in  mixing  the  two.  (Laughter.)  It  was  pointed  out 
to  him  that  Epsom  salts  would  be  quite  as  efficacious,  but  he 
did  not  see  it.    This  was  an  extreme  case. 

There  is  another  thing  which  I  should  like  to  say — i.e.,  do 
your  hardest  to  help  one  another.  Although  you  are  work- 
ing together,  and  one  will  get  the  prize  and  the  other  will 
not,  yet  if  a  man  is  strong  in  his  work  he  should  help  the 
one  who  cannot  get  on  so  well.  (Applause.) 

Aftee  Woek,  Play. 

I  have  spoken  a  great  deal  about  hard  work.  Do  not, 
however,  suppose  that  you  must  do  nothing  but  work.  You 
must  have  some  kind  of  exercise  and  recreation.  It  would 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  lay  down  any  law  of  exercise 
and  recreation.  Some  persons  may  find  walking  exercise 
sufficient.  When  I  am  working  on  these  examinations  I 
never  think  of  riding  anywhere  when  I  can  walk ;  so  I  walk 
sometimes  four  or  five  miles.  This  is  not  sufficient  for 
others  I  know.  They  want  cricket  and  football,  which  are 
good  things,  I  believe,  although  I  am  not  an  expert.  Exercise 
is  a  part  of  the  educational  system.  You  learn  in  football 
and  cricket  a  principle  of  discipline  which  is  of  the  greatest 
possible  value.  This  habit  of  discipline  will  be  useful  to 
you  through  life,  even  when  you  become  your  own  masters. 
It  is  necessary  for  a  man  to  discipline  himself  as  long  as  he 
lives.  As  regards  recreation,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know 
what  to  choose.  Cycling  is  one  of  the  greatest  at  the 
present  time.  People  find  it  very  valuable  because  it  saves 
time.  Mr.  Frank  Balfour,  who,  you  may  remember,  was  a 
distinguished  embryologist,  once  told  me  that  when  he  was  in 
Cambridge  he  took  all  the  exercise  he  needed  on  a  bicycle, 
and  it  enabled  him  to  get  all  he  wanted  in  a  short  time. 

As  to  other  recreation  which  you  will  find  tempting  you 
here  in  London — at  least  it  was  so  when  I  was  a  student 
twenty-five  years  ago — one  cannot  help  saying  that  the  poor 
man  is  better  off  than  the  rich  man  when  he  is  a  student. 
Temptations  do  not  usually  fall  upon  a  man  who  has  not 
money,  and  consequently  he  is  prevented  from  falling  into 
extravagances  which  the  richer  man  falls  into.    During  my 
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student  days  there  were  several  who,  when  they  went  out 
to  lunch,  found  a  convenient  billiard-room,  and  remained 
there  for  the  rest  of  the  afternoon. 

You  will  want  some  rest.  (Students'  applause.)  Let  me 
suggest,  from  a  purely  utilitarian  point  of  view,  that  you  do 
not  do  any  work  on  Sundays.  Learn  to  give  youselves 
relaxation  on  that  day.  You  will  be  all  the  better  if  you 
can  get  one  day  in  seven  without  any  work.  Use  your 
Sundays  properly.  I  do  not  wish  to  preach  you  a  sermon — I 
have  no  right  to ;  but  this,  at  least,  I  may  say — that  you  should 
continue  here  the  habits  of  your  home.  (Applause.)  Many 
of  you  will  have  been  carefully  brought  up ;  do  not,  therefore, 
change  the  principles  which  you  have  learned,  and  which  it 
would  be  distasteful  to  your  parents  and  relatives  to  learn 
that  you  had  not  cherished.  (Applause.) 

When  you  have  passed  your  Major  and  Minor  examinations 
— when  you  corre  to  be  your  own  master — there  is  still  more 
left  to  be  done,  not  only  the  work  of  your  profession,  but 
you  will  have  received  from  science  a  large  amount  of  help. 
You  owe  a  debt  to  science.  Now,  then,  see  if  you  cannot 
increase  your  knowledge  I  daresay  many  of  you  will  find 
it  impossible  from  the  work  that  you  have  to  do  to  devote 
any  time  to  scientific  research ;  but  you  may  be  able  to  do 
something  for  mutual  aid.  Publish  what  you  have  done  if 
you  are  sure  it  is  new — if  it  is  not,  you  would  only  make  a 
fool  of  yourself  by  publishing— and  afterwards  endeavour, 
if  you  progress,  to  make  some  discovery  which  is  of  great 
Talue.  We  have  seen  the  award  to  Dr.  de  Vrij,  the  man 
who  has  done  so  much  for  science.  All.  of  you  should 
endeavour  to  at  once  emulate  such  a  man.  Do  your  best  to 
improve  yourselves,  not  only  in  chemistry,  but  in  science 
generally.  There  are  many  questions  in  pure  chemistry 
which  require  to  be  worked  out,  and  if  you  can  do  some- 
thing and  publish  the  results  they  will  be  of  value  to  the 
world  and  of  interest  to  others.  (Applause.) 

The  President  then  formally  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Professor  McLeod,  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Newsholme) 
seconding  it;  and  the  Professor  having  responded,  an 
adjournment  was  made  to  the  examination -room  for  refresh- 
ments, "  which  is  far  better,"  whispered  a  philosopher  to 
the  C.  D.  man,  "  than  going  into  the  refreshment-room  for 
examinations." 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 

The  Council  began  its  work  a  little  late  on  Wednesday, 
but  made  up  for  that  by  finishing  eirly.  There  was 
little  to  do.  First  came  a  few  sympathetic  words  from  the 
President  regarding  the  Glasgow  Conference,  then  elections 
and  restorations,  next  the  Finance  report,  which  showed  a 
deficit  of  2,500/.  on  the  General  Fund  account ;  after  that  the 
Benevolent  Fund  report,  upon  which  the  election  of  six 
annuitants  in  December  was  recommended,  and  five  poor 
men  and  one  lady  selected  for  the  annuities  (because  this  is 
the  Jubilee  year,  and  there  are  no  more  suitable  candidates)  ; 
and,  finally,  Mr  Sampson  Taylor  Rowe,  of  Redruth,  was 
deprived  of  his  M.P.S.  diploma. 


Mr.  Octavius  Corder  was  the  only  absentee. 

The  President  referred  to  the  loss  by  death  of  Mr. 
Bindloss,  Ph.C,  a  former  divisional  Secretary  of  the  Society 
for  North  St.  Pan  eras. 

The  Glasgow  Conference. 

The  President  also  spoke  of  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  Glasgow,  which  he  had  at- 
tended along  with  other  delegates.  It  was  apleasantand  satis- 
factory meeting,  said  he,  in  all  points  but  one — the  weather, 
which  was  no  more  than  could  be  expected  for  the  West 
of  Scotland.  The  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evening  excur- 
sions were  somewhat  spoiled  by  rain,  Loch  Lomond 
being  seen  at  a  disadvantage.  But  that  did  not 
reflect  upon  the  local  committee,  who  did  everything  they 
could  to  make  things  go  well.  He  desired  to  record  his 
thanks  to  them,  especially  to  Messrs.  McAdam,  Currie, 
Walker,  and  Anderson  Russell  for  great  kindness  to  him 
personally.    On  the  Thursday,  which  was  a  splendid  day, 


a  few  of  the  members  of  the  Council  had  the  pleasure  of 
calling  upon  their  old  colleague  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer  at  his- 
residence  in  Garelochhead.  Mr.  Frazer  was  in  poor  health, 
but  they  were  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  him. 
again,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  them.  He  (the  President) 
congratulated  Dr.  Symes  on  presiding  so  well  over  such  a 
successful  and  large  meeting,  and  also  desired  to  thank  those - 
hard-working  men  the  Hon.  Secretaries  for  their  labours  on 
behalf  of  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Symes  thanked  the  President  for  his  kind  remarks, 
and  also  their  Glasgow  confreres  for  the  very  excellent  way 
they  entertained  the  visitors.  The  President  of  the  Society 
was  an  important  man,  and  put  things  very  seriously.  It 
was  not  so  bad  on  Loch  Lomond  as  he  thought ;  they  only 
had  a  little  Scotch  mist.  Things  were  managed  better  the 
next  night,  when  they  went  to  visit  the  waterworks,  and  saw- 
and  felt  the  whole  thing  long  before  they  got  there.  (Laugh- 
ter.) The  Thursday  excursion  was  in  all  respects  admirable. 
One  function  the  President  had  omitted — viz.,  the  exceed- 
ingly excellent  smoking-concert  at  which  he  presided, 
and  he  made  an  admirable  chairman — indeed,  he  was  as 
good  at  that  as  his  predecessor.  It  was  getting  to  be 
supposed  that  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  was- 
only  good  for  social  functions,  but  there  was  one  matter 
which  had  been  brought  before  it  which  he  thought  the- 
Council  should  consider.  It  was  a  trade  matter  in  reference- 
to  patent  medicines.    Could  he  raise  that  now  ? 

The  President  said  it  would  be  better  to  discuss  it  on 
motion,  of  which  notice  should  be  given.  He  added  that 
while  in  Glasgow  he  was  especially  delighted  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Ireland,  with  whom  he  had  many  pleasant 
conversations.  He  had  also  renewed  acquaintance  with  Pro- 
fessor Remington,  of  Philadelphia,  and  with  Mr.  Champion, 
President  of  the  Natal  Pharmacy  Board. 
,  The  subject  then  dropped,  and  after  elections  and  restora- 
tions were  made,  the  Council  proceeded  to  consider 


Finance. 

The  statement  submitted  was  as  follows 


Society's  Account. 

d 

£ 

5. 

Balance,  July  31 

849  18 

0 

Received  during  August  and  September  ... 

1,671 

9 

0 

2,524 

7 

0 

Paid  during  August  and  September 

1,719 

3 

2 

805 

3  10 

Now  required  to  meet  liabilities  due  Sep- 

tember 30    ...       ...       ...       ■-.  •■• 

3,312 

4 

L 

Deficit  

£2,507 

0 

3 

Benevolent  Fund. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Subscription  account  balance   

1,021 

3 

11 

Donation  account  balance  ... 

164 

3 

5 

Orphan  Fund  account  balance   

111 

5 

3 

The  items  for  payment  were  of  the  usual  character,  but 
included  a  solicitor's  account,  292Z.  19s.,  for  six  months', 
work. 

Mr.  SotjthALL  asked  if  that  was  the  balance  after  the 
solicitor  had  deducted  penalties  received.    The  President 
replied  that  it  was  not.     It  was  the  charges  only,  the- 
penalties  having  been  paid  into  the  Society  as  received. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolbncb. 

Thirteen  cases  were  considered,  two  of  them  being  de- 
ferred for  further  inquiries,  and  three  not  entertained.  One 
grant  of  13Z.  (5s.  a  week),  two  of  12Z.  (11.  per  month),  four 
of  10Z.,  and  one  of  61.  were  made. 

The  committee  also  reported  that  in  December  last  there 
were  forty-eight  annuitants,  of  whom  seven  have  since  died. 
There  are  thus  forty-one  on  the  list  now.  The  committee 
recommended  six  candidates  to  be  elected  on  December  8' 
(afterwards  December  9  was  mentioned),  and  as  only  six 
suitable  candidates  could  be  found,  it  was  proposed  that 
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there  should  be  no  voting.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  persons  selected: — 

Charles  Clode,  Willesden  Green 
Charles  B.  Collett,  Clapham 
Thomas  Evans,  Liverpool 


George  Foster,  Hampstead 
Jane  Douglas  Starling,  Bexley 
Tonkin  Young,  Barry 


The  committee  recommended  that  a  special  circular  should 
be  sent  out  to  the  voters,  stating  that  there  are  no  more 
candidates  than  vacancies,  but  that  this  would  not  be  con- 
sidered a  precedent. 

The  Vice-Pbesident,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
reports,  said  that  there  were  more  grants  than  usual,  but  the 
report  covered  two  months.  As  to  the  selection  of  the  six 
candidates  for  six  vacancies,  the  committee,  he  said,  had 
gone  carefully  into  the  matter,  and,  as  they  could  not 
lengthen  the  list,  they  felt,  seeing  that  this  was  Jubilee  year, 
and  that  the  special  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  fund  had  been 
so  liberally  and  well  responded  to  by  the  trade,  that  they 
could  venture  to  put  on  the  six  candidates  without  a  con- 
tested election.  His  only  fear  about  the  matter  was  that,  as 
they  had  got  money  from  those  who  were  not  members  of 
the  Society,  and  did  not  on  this  occasion  give  them  the 
chance  of  voting,  this  move  might  do  harm  to  the  fund  ;  but 
in  the  special  circumstances,  seeing  that  they  were  not 
making  it  a  precedent,  and  that  they  were  all  splendid 
candidates  and  thoroughly  deserving,  the  proposal  would  be 
generally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bottle  seconded  the  motion,  saying  that  he  did  so 
with  pleasure,  because  he  was  in  sympathy  with  it.  It  was 
a  novel  procedure,  and  it  was  so  because  of  the  exceptional 
year.  At  the  same  time  he  was  entirely  in  sympathy  with 
the  addition  to  the  recommendation  that  this  was  not  a 
precedent. 

Mr.  Atkins  was  of  the  same  opinion;  but  he  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  according  to  statute,  they  must 
have  an  election,  but  there  would  be  no  contest,  which 
was  of  great  importance  to  candidates.  At  the  same 
time  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  his 
belief  was  that  subscriptions  and  voting-power  should  go 
together  if  the  Benevolent  Fund  was  to  be  an  assured 
success.  Afterwards  Mr.  Atkins  explained  that  the  whole 
of  the  eight  persons  who  were  relieved  that  day  had  never 
subscribed  a  penny  to  the  fund.  That  showed  that  it  was 
administered  with  catholicity. 

The  Tbeasubeb  (Mr.  Hampson)  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  the  step  taken.  The  committee  seemed  to  have  come  to 
the  matter  with  healing  on  their  wings,  and  had  the  intel- 
ligence and  benevolence  in  their  hearts  to  do  this  thing. 
He  was  sure  that  the  candidates  would  be  grateful,  and  as 
to  the  precedent,  said  he  was  content  to  wait  for  another 
similar  opportunity  occurring  again.  At  any  rate,  he  was 
prepared  to  say  that  this  was  the  happiest  day  he  had  spent 
in  that  Council.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Haebison  explained  that  the  committee  might  have 
added  more  names  to  the  list,  but  after  looking  over  it  they 
found  that  there  were  none  whom  they  could  conscientiously 
recommend. 

The  reports  were  adopted. 

Votes  Wanted. 

The  Vice-Pbesident  mentioned  that  Walter  Percy  Buck, 
aged  2|  years,  is  a  candidate  for  a  vacancy  in  the  Infant 
Orphan  Asylum,  Wanstead.  He  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven, 
left  with  their  mother  by  a  chemist  in  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
who  died  in  November,  1895.  The  case  is  strongly  re- 
commended by  the  Mayor  of  Luton ;  the  Vicar,  Rev.  R.  C. 
Lewis,  Cardiff  Road,  Luton ;  Mr.  J.  Collins,  Woodburn 
Lodge,  Peckham  Rye ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Boutwood,  Kenmare, 
Millward  Road,  Hastings — each  of  whom  will  receive  votes, 
or  votes  may  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Buck,  63  Inkermann  Street, 
Luton.* 

Scholarships. 

Each  of  the  Bell  scholars  obtained  15/.,  the  first  half  of 
their  scholarship  money. 

Messrs.  Mathews  and  Smith  thanked  the  Council  for  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  advanced  course  of  lectures  free. 

*  This  is,  we  understand,  a  deserving  case,  and  those  in  the 
drug-trade  who  have  votes  cannot  do  better  than  give  them  to  the 
boy.— Ed.  C.  &  D. 


One  person  applied  for  the  Burroughs  and  Redwood 
scholarships,  stating  that  he  would  only  accept  if  he  got 
both.    He  got  neither. 

Me.  Sampson  Tayloe  Rowe. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Peesident,  the  Secretary  was 
instructed,  under  section  6  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  to  remove 
the  name  of  Mr.  Sampson  Taylor  Rowe,  Redruth,  from  the 
list  of  members  of  the  Society. 

Pelletiee  and  Caventou. 

The  Peesident  intimated  that  he  had  received  a  circular 
regarding  the  monument  to  the  discoverers  of  quinine,  in 
regard  to  which  numerous  paragraphs  have  been  published 
in  this  journal.  Mr.  Richard  Bremridge,  Secretary  of  the 
Society.,  is  now  prepared  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the 
monument. 

A  few  letters  having  been  acknowledged,  the  public 
business  terminated. 


The  Board 

meeting  at  36  York  Place 


EDINBURGH  EXAMINATIONS. 

of  Examiners  for  Scotland   concluded  their 
Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  Octo- 


ber 6.    There  were  117  candidates  for  the 

Minor  Examination, 

of  whom  81  failed  and  the  following  36  passed  : — 

Barron,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Beattie,  Edward,  Derby 
Bell,  James  T.,  Manchester 
Bettis,  Win.  H.,  Manchester 
Blackburn,  Albert  E.,  Leeds 
Bowker,  James  S.,  Manchester 
Castlelow,  W.  T.,  Edinburgh 
Cathro,  Thos.  G.,  Manchester 
Cook,  William,  Edinburgh 
Corde",  Herbert  S.,  Edinburgh 
Crockart,  William,  Edinburgh 
Davidson,  George  G.,  Dundee 
Davidson,  G.  H.,  Kirkcaldy 
Docker,  James,  Greenock 
Duncanson,  James,  Edinburgh 
Ferrier,  James,  Brechin 
Gray,  James  G.  M.,  Edinburgh 
McAdam,  Alex.  M.,  Glasgow 


McEwen,  "William,  Glasgow 
McQueen,  S.  D.,  Edinburgh 
Maloney,  James  P.,  Liverpool 
Meldrum,  Martin,  Glasgow 
Newall,  Joseph,  Edinburgh 
Nicolson,  Albert,  Edinburgh 
Peterkin,  Henry,  Glasgow 
Porteus,  James  P.,  Edinburgh 
Profit,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Robertson,  Alex.,  Edinburgh 
Sutherland,  J.  Y.,  Edinburgh 
Taylor,  Archibald,  Greenock 
Topping,  Walter,  Wigan 
Turnbull,  C.  S.,  Kilmalcolm 
Walmsley,  Joe,  Darwen 
Wandless,  W.  H.,  Edinburgh 
Wheeldon,  R.  H.,  Altrincham 
Whitworth,  W.,  Littleborough 


K^ew  Books, 


Biggs,  C.  H.  W.  First  Principles  of  Electricity  and  Mag- 
netism.   Cr.  8vo.    Pp.  498.    3s.  6d.  (Biggs.) 

Dalziel,  H.  Diseases  of  Dogs.  4th  ed.  By  A.  C.  Piesse.  Cr. 
8vo.    Pp.  146.    Cloth.    2s.    (L.  U.  Gill.) 

Dieterich,  Dr.  Karl.  Weber  die  Werthbestimmung  der 
Kolanuss  und  des  Kolaextraktcs.  [Reprint  of  a  paper  com- 
municated to  the  recent  meeting  of  the  German  Society  of 
Naturalists  and  Physicians,  and  containing  a  criticism  of  pub- 
lished work  on  kola,  with  a  record  of  researches  by  the  author.] 

Jamieson,  A.  Elementary  Manual  of  Magnetism,  and  Elec- 
tricity.   4th  ed.    Cr.  8vo.    Pp.  312.    3s.  6d.  (Griffin.) 

Lehmann,  K.  B.,  Neumann,  R.  Atlas  and  Essentials  of 
Bacteriology.    8vo.    12s.  6d.  (Bailliere.) 

McKendrick,  J.  G.  Waves  of  Sound  and  Speech  as  Sevealcd 
by  the  Phonograph.    8vo.    Pp.44.    Is.  (Macmillan.) 

Phillips,  J.  Outlines  of  the  Diseases  of  Women.  2nd  ed.  Cr. 
8vo.    Pp.  292.    7s.  6<?.  (Griffin.) 

Science  Physics  Papers :  Questions  set  at  the  Intermediate 
Science  and  Preliminarv  Scientific  Examinations  of  London  Uni- 
versity, 1875-96.    Cr.  8vo.    Pp.  82.    Sewed.    2s.  6d.  (Clive.) 


Mr.  Fisher  Unwin  will  shortly  bring  out  a  new  series  entitlec? 
"  Masters  of  Medicine,"  under  the  general  editorship  of  Mr.  Ernest 
Hart,  editor  of  the  British  Medical  Journal.  The  first  volume, 
John  Hunter,  by  Mr.  Stephen  Paget,  F.R.C.S.,  with  an  introduc- 
tion by  Sir  James  Paget,  will  appear  on  October  11.  Other 
volumes  will  treat  of  Edward  Jenner,  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson, 
Hermann  von  Hehnholtz,  Claude  Bernard,  and  Sir  William 
Stokes. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relano. 


THE  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Society  was 
held  at  the  Society's  house,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  on  October  4.  The  President  (Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  jun.) 
took  the  chair  at  7.30  p.m..  and  the  following  members  of 
Council  were  also  present  :  — The  Vice-President  (Mr. 
Downes),  the  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  Beggs),  Messrs.  Bernard, 
Conyngham,  Grindley,  Kelly,  Simpson,  and  Professor  Tich- 
borne.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
signed. 

An  Original  Member. 

Mr.  John  T.  Holmes  asked  why  he  had  not  been  supplied 
with  a  voting-paper  1  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Society 
since  its  formation,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
-ten  years.  The  fact  that  he  had  not  paid  his  subscription 
had,  he  submitted,  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 

The  President  said  Rule  7,  relating  to  the  annual  meet- 
ings, prescribed  that  no  member  or  associate  druggist  should 
be  entitled  to  vote  unless  he  had  paid  his  subscription  for 
the  preceding  year.  On  a  former  occasion,  when  Mr.  Holmes 
raised  the  same  question,  the  then  President  ruled  accord- 
ingly ;  and  he  (the  President)  must  adhere  to  it. 

The  Voting-papers. 

Messrs.  Beggs,  Alister,  and  Johnston  were  appointed 
scrutineers  of  the  voting-papers. 

A  desultory  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  form  of  the 
voting-papers,  some  members  being  of  opinion  that  the 
printing  of  the  names  of  the  outgoing  members  of  Council 
on  the  voting-paper  and  the  printing  of  the  names  of  the 
outside  candidates  on  a  separate  flyleaf  was  unfair  to  the 
latter.  It  being  subsequently  discovered  that  Mr.  Alister 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Society,  a  special  resolution 
authorising  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  scrutineers 
was  passed  on  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Bernard. 

Result  op  the  Elections. 

The  following  gentlemen  went  out  by  rotation,  but 
offered  themselves  for  re-election : — Messrs.  Tnrkington 
(associate  druggist),  Downes.  Porter,  Ryan,  Professor  Tich- 
borne,  and  Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh.  Mr.  P.  J.  Lyons,  who  also 
retired,  did  not  offer  himself  for  re-election. 

The  following  candidates  were  proposed : — Mr.  Thomas 
O'Sullivan,  proposed  by  Mr.  M.  R.  Whitla  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  P.  Kelly ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Robinson,  proposed  by 
Mr.  J.  J.  Bernard  and  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Evans. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  for  the  next  three 
■years : — Professor  Tichborne,  133  votes  ;  Mr.  Downes,  124 ; 
Mr.  Turkington,  121 ;  Mr.  Ryan,  119 ;  Mr.  Porter,  118 ;  Dr. 
Walsh,  116  ;  Mr.  O'Sullivan,  100. 

For  Mr.  Robinson  37  votes  were  given. 

Attention  being  called  to  the  fact  that  some  gentlemen 
who  were  neither  members  of  the  Society  nor  associate 
druggists  were  present,  they  were  required  to  leave  by  the 
President,  and  did  so. 

The  President's  Address. 

The  President  then  addressed  the  meeting.  He  said : — 
Gentlemen, — It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  meet  you  at  the  end 

of  another  year  to  render  some  slight  account  of  what  has 

been  done  during  the  same. 

the  tear  1897 

has  been  a  memorable  one  for  the  British  Empire,  and  will 
long  be  remembered  as  the  year  when  our  gracious  Queen 
•completed  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  reign.  Our  Council  had 
the  honour  of  presenting  a  congratulatory  address,  which 
her  Majesty  was  very  graciously  pleased  to  receive.  Our 
Council  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  advisability 
-of  marking  the  Diamond  Jubilee  year  of  our  Queen  in  some 
permanent  manner.  It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Grindley  that 
the  founding  of  a  Benevolent  Fund  in  connection  with  our 
Society  would  be  a  desirable  way  to  commemorate  the  great 
event.  After  care  fully  considering  the  matter  the  committee, 
.though  fully  in  sympathy  with  the  idea,  did  not  see  how 
such  a  fund  could  be  successful,  as  it  would  be  very  difficult 


to  get  sufficient  capital  to  make  it  of  real  benefit.  Many 
societies  have  taken  advantage  of  this  memorable  year  for 
reviewing  their  past  history.  It  is  a  good  thing  at  fixed 
periods  to  take  a  backward  glance  and  to  note  not  only  our 
successes,  but  our  failures,  with  a  view  to  the  future.  Last 
year  being  the  twenty-first  anniversary  of  our  Society,  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  state  of  pharmacy  in 
1875,  as  compared  with  1896.  I  need  not,  therefore,  occupy 
your  time  to-night  by  goiDg  over  the  same  ground,  but  will, 
as  is  usual,  give  you  a  resume  of  our  work  of  the  past  year. 
The  most  important  part  of  our  work  is 

the  examinations, 
and  I  therefore  refer  to  them  first.  The  standard  of  the 
several  examinations  has  been  well  maintained  during  the 
year.  The  examiners  continue  to  give  every  satisfaction  to 
our  Council,  and,  from  personal  observation,  I  can  say  that 
the  great  desire  of  the  examiners  is  to  give  the  candidates 
every  opportunity  of  showing  how  much  or  how  little  they 
know,  so  I  think  we  may  be  well  satisfied  with  the  way  our 
examinations  are  conducted.  I  cannot  leave  this  subject 
without  referring  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Robinson,  who  has  just  com- 
pleted his  fifth  year  as  examiner  in  practical  pharmacy,  and 
was  not,  therefore,  eligible  for  re-election.  To  Mr.  Robinson 
our  warmest  thanks  are  due ;  as  an  examiner  he  spared 
neither  time  nor  trouble  in  the  conduct  of  this  the  most  im- 
portant branch  of  our  examination,  and  as  a  result  it  is  now 
of  a  much  higher  standard  than  formerly,  and  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  knowledge  of  the  candidates  in 
this  subject.  The  Council  have  been  fortunate  in  securing 
as  examiner  Mr.  M.  R.  Whitla,  ex-member  of  Council,  and 
proprietor  of  an  old-estabjished  provincial  pharmacy,  who, 
from  his  intimate  knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  of  our  require- 
ments, will,  I  am  sure,  maintain  the  present  high  standard, 
and  prove  himself  in  every  way  to  be  a  worthy  successor  of 
Mr.  Robinson. 

For  the  Preliminary  89  candidates  presented  themselves 
during  the  year,  of  whom  48  passed,  as  against  98,  of  whom 
59  passed,  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  we  accepted  17 
who  had  passed  the  Preliminary  of  other  bodies  (16  in  1896), 
Many  students  attending  our  chemistry  school  showed  them- 
selves very  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  elementary  chemistry. 
On  the  recommendation  of  Sir  Geo.  F.  Duffey  (Government 
visitor),  our  Council  decided  to  make  elementary  chemistry 
an  additional  compulsory  subject  in  the  Preliminary  exami- 
nation from  January  next. 

For  the  Assistants'  examination  5  candidates  presented 
themselves,  of  whom  4  passed,  as  against  3  in  1896,  of 
whom  1  only  passed.  Of  those  who  have  passed  this  ex- 
amination, 7  have  since  qualified  as  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

For  the  Licences  60  candidates  presented  themselves,  of 
whom  26  passed,  as  against  65  the  previous  year,  of  whom 
30  passed. 

For  the  Registered  Druggist  examination  there  were  33 
candidates,  of  whom  26  passed.  In  1896  there  were  41,  of 
whom  29  passed.  This  examination  continues  to  be  prin- 
cipally for  the  benefit  of  the  North  of  Ireland.  Of  the  33 
candidates  this  year,  22  were  examined  in  Belfast. 

The  total  number  examined  and  the  passes  for  the  past 
three  years  were  as  follows  : — 

Examined  Passed 

1895    218       ...  150 

1896    213      ...  135 

1897    204      ...  121 

With  a  view  to  getting  a  higher  standard  of  passes  at  our 
Licence  examination,  a  gold  and  a  silver  medal  were  offered 
by  our  Council  for  the  best  candidate  of  the  year,  the  candi- 
date in  each  case  not  to  obtain  less  than  a  fixed  minimum 
of  marks.  The  silver  medal  has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  Geo. 
A.  Scott,  of  Portrush,  who  obtained  the  highest  marks  of 
the  year.  I  regret  to  say  that  no  candidate  has  come  up  to 
the  standard  fixed  for  the  gold  medal,  though  three  more 
marks  would  have  entitled  Mr.  Scott  to  it.  Three  other 
candidates  obtained  the  minimum  marks  for  the  silver 
medal.  I  hope  that  during  the  coming  year  we  may  have 
an  improvement  in  the  answering,  and  closer  competition 
for  the  honours  ;  but  the  candidates  should  bear  in  mind 
that  it  takes  a  good  all-round  man  to  obtain  the  prize,  and 
anyone  who  wishes  to  get  it  must  work  hard. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  our  members  heard  of  the 
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well-deserved  honour  conferred  by  Her  Majesty  on  the 
visitor  to  our  examinations  on  behalf  of  the  Privy  Council 
(and  formerly  one  of  our  examiners),  Sir  George  F.  Duffey, 
M.D.,  President  of  the  R.C.P.I ,  &c.  Oar  Council  took  the 
opportunity  of  offering  Sir  George  its  hearty  congratula- 
tions, and  we  hope  he  may  be  long  spared  to  enjoy  the 
honour. 

THE  NU3IBEE  OF  SUBSCRIBERS 

is  slightly  under  those  of  last  year.  The  members  are  166, 
as  against  169  the  previous  year,  and  associate  druggists  59, 
the  previous  year  being  62.  We  have  7  applicants  for 
•membership,  and  5  as  associate  druggists,  whose  names  will 
be  submitted  to  the  next  meeting  of  Council ;  so  that  the 
numbers  are  practically  about  the  same  for  the  past  two 
years.  No  special  effort  having  been  made  for  the  past  ten 
years  to  get  new  subscribers,  our  Council  sent  out  a  circular 
last  July,  bringing  the  claims  of  the  Society  under  the 
notice  of  the  non-subscribers,  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has 
■brought  in  a  fair  number  of  new  subscribers  and  promises 
from  others  to  join. 

RESIGNATIONS  OF  COUNCILLORS. 

During  the  year  three  members  of  Council  resigned  their 
seats — Mr.  Charles  Evans,  Mr.  E.  M.  Lees,  Wicklow,  and 
Mr.  M.  R.  Whitla,  Monaghan.  It  was  with  very  great  regret 
our  Council  received  Mr.  Evans's  resignation,  for,  as  you  are 
aware,  he  was  for  two  years — 1890  and  1891 — President,  and 
it  was  during  that  time  that  the  Amendment  to  the  Pharmacy 
Act  was  before  Parliament,  and  few  have  any  idea  of  the 
work  the  President  had  then  to  do,  and  the  amount 
•of  time  he  had  to  give  to  the  affairs  of  the  Society  in  con- 
nection with  that  Act.  Mr.  Evans  never  spared  himself,  and 
it  can  truly  be  said  of  him  that  he  did  his  work  well  and 
faithfully.  Mr.  Whitla  was  also  a  very  useful  member  of 
Council ;  he  resigned  his  seat  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
position  of  examiner  in  pharmacy.  Mr.  Lees  resigned  as 
he  was  unable  to  attend  the  meetings.  Dr.  Walsh.  Mr.  W.  D. 
Porter,  both  of  Dublin,  and  Mr.  Wm.  McKnight,  Belfast, 
were  co-opted  on  our  Council  in  place  of  the  retiring 
■members.  At  the  annual  meeting  last  year  I  mentioned  that 
Mr.  E.  M.  Hodgson  did  not  desire  to  offer  himself  for  re- 
election on  our  Council,  but  that  at  my  request  he  consented 
to  do  so.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  now  finds  he  is  unable 
to  attend  to  the  duties,  and  has  therefore  sent  in  his  resig- 
nation, which  will  be  before  our  Council  at  its  next  meeting. 
I  am  sure  every  member  will  receive  his  resignation  with 
great  regret.  Mr.  Hodgson  was  one  of  those  who  took  an 
active  part  in  getting  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875  passed  ;  he 
was  for  nineteen  years  our  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  during  those 
years  was  a  regular  attendant  at  our  meetings,  and  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Society  generally.  As 
I  said  last  year,  "  In  Mr.  Hodgson  we  had  a  man  who  never 
allowed  personal  interests  to  interfere  with  his  honestly  per- 
forming a  public  duty,  and  doing  it  without  fear  or  favour." 

DISPENSERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

After  considerable  correspondence  with  the  authorities  on 
this  subject  in  last  March,  our  Council  had  a  communica- 
tion stating  that  the  licentiates  of  our  Society  would  in 
future  be  eligible  for  the  position,  and  in  a  further  com- 
munication announced  that  an  examination  would  be  held  in 
Dublin  early  in  September,  at  which  our  [licentiates  could 
•compete. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  One  did. 

APOTHECARIES  AND  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  LICENCE. 

The  President  :  In  olden  days  an  apothecary  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  and  was  thus  specially 
qualified  as  a  dispenser  of  medicine.  Any  novice  would 
expect  that  some  such  training  was  necessary,  yet  it  is  not 
so  with  the  modern  apothecary.  Has  the  art  and  mystery  of 
an  apothecary  become  so  simple  that  anyone  can  practise  it 
without  previous  training  ?  The  apothecary's  diploma  is 
now  granted  to  men  who  never  had  any  training  in  phar- 
macy ;  we  know  that  this  is  so,  and  the  Board  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall  admits  that  it  does  not  require  proof  of  service 
before  admitting  a  person  for  examination.  True,  they  do 
profess  to  require  a  course  of  lectures  in  pharmacy,  but 
we  all  know  what  that  is  worth.  The  result  is  when 
2L   vacancy    occurs    for    dispenser   in   a   union,  or  for 


the  opening  of  a  chemist's  shop  in  a  country 
town,  some  newly-fledged  medical  man  rushes  up  to  Mary 
Street,  and  the  same  day  returns  home  "  five  or  ten  pounds  " 
lighter,  but  with  the  "  Hall-mark "  on  him,  and  is  then 
supposed  to  be  qualified  to  dispense  medicines  for  the  sick 
poor  in  the  workhouse,  or  to  open  shop  for  the  public,  who 
are  then  at  the  mercy  of  a  man  who  may  be  qualified  to 
prescribe,  but  certainly  not  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  com- 
pounding of  prescriptions  and  the  sale  of  poisons.  To  my 
mind  it  has  always  been  a  very  unwise  and  unsafe  thing  to 
allow  the  same  person  to  prescribe  and  dispense.  On  the 
Continent  it  is  not  allowed,  except  in  a  few  small  places 
where  there  is  no  pharmacien  ;  even  in  this  country  there 
was  a  decided  tendency  towards  advance  in  this  respect,  and 
since  the  passing  of  the  1875  Act  many  of  the  apothecaries 
were  giving  up  dispensing  and  confining  their  attention  to 
the  practice  of  medicine  alone.  But  now  there  seems  to  be  a 
desire  with  some  medical-men  in  the  country  to  take  up  the 
dispensing  again,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  public  and  to 
the  detriment  of  the  pharmacist.  In  May  last  a  deputation 
from  our  Council  waited  on  the  Governor  and  Board  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  by  whom  they  were  courteously  received 
and  given  every  opportunity  of  laying  our  grievances  before 
the  Board,  which  we  did,  but,  though  we  gained  some  in- 
formation, I  regret  to  say  we  have  not  so  far  got  any  satis- 
faction, nor,  to  my  mind,  are  we  likely  to  do  so  ;  however,  an 
opportunity  may  arise  when  it  will  be  for  our  Council  to  try 
and  have  this  grievance  removed,  and  some  guarantee  given 
to  us  and  the  public  that  none  but  competent  and  properly- 
trained  men  will  be  allowed  to  keep  open  shop  or  hold  ap- 
pointments as  dispensers. 

This,  in  a  measure,  leads  me  indirectly  to  another  matter 
of  considerable  interest  to  pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
registered  druggists  alike — viz., 

THE  SUPPLY  OF  DRUGS  BY  CONTRACT 

to  the  unions  throughout  Ireland.  The  Medical  Press  has 
for  some  years  past  shown  up  the  frauds  that  have  been 
practised  under  the  present  contract  system  by  which  drugs 
are  supplied  to  theunions.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  some 
short  time  since  took  up  the  matter  and  published  a  strong 
article  showing  up  the  abuses,  and  giving  many  instances  of 
palpable  frauds,  and  clearly  showing  that  the  man  who  put 
in  an  honest  tender  would  have  little  or  no  chance  of  getting 
a  contract ;  the  subject  was  kept  well  to  the  front  by  several 
letters  and  communications  corroborating  the  statements 
made  in  the  article  to  which  I  referred.  The  Medical  Press 
also  returned  to  the  attack,  and  since  these  articles  some 
Guardians  have  been  roused  and  begin  to  see  through  the 
dodges,  so  now  we  may  hope  that  in  the  near  future  some- 
thing will  be  done  to  alter  a  system  which  has  for  years  re- 
mained a  big  blot  on  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law 
system.  My  object  in  speaking  of  this  is  to  try  and  em- 
phasise my  previous  remarks  concerning  the  necessity  of 
having  trained  pharmacists  as  dispensers.  How  can  the 
Local  Government  Board  expect  the  apothecaries  in  the 
unions  to  look  after  the  drug  supplies  if  they  know  nothing 
practically  about  drugs  1  This  is  our  strong  point,  and,  if  we 
can  got  no  redress  from  the  Hall,  it  is  surely  worth  our  while 
to  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  also  to  get  some  M.P.'s  to  take  the  matter 
up,  both  in  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  and  of  the  poor. 

Last  year  I  mentioned  that  we  had  some  correspondence 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  in  reference  to  giving 

t 

DRUG-CONTRACTS  TO  UNQUALIFIED  PERSONS. 

In  December  last  another  case  came  under  our  notice,  when, 
after  careful  consideration,  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  pointing  out  the  dangers  likely  to  arise 
if  it  continued  to  sanction  the  practice  of  unqualified  persons 
holding  the  contract  and  supplying  medicines  to  the  unions 
throughout  Ireland,  and  drawing  its  attention  to  the  Phar- 
macy Acts,  which  were  passed  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  ;  also  pointing  out  that  such  persons  cannot  carry  out 
the  contract  without  infringing  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and 
asking  the  Board  to  assist  us  in  having  the  law  respected. 
The  result  in  this  particular  case  has  been  satisfactory,  as 
the  Local  Government  Board  write  to  say  that  the  contract 
has  been  cancelled.  This  should  be  an  advantage  to  both 
pharmaceutical  chemists  and  registered  druggists,  as  we 
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may  hope  that  in  future  none  but  qualified  parsons  will  be 
appointed  contractors  for  the  supply  of  drugs. 

THE  LAW  COMMITTEE, 

as  usual,  has  not  been  idle.  There  have  been  several  prose- 
cutions during  the  year,  and  a  number  of  cautions  have  been 
served  by  the  R.I.C.  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  There 
is  still  great  difficulty  in  getting  evidence  to  prosecute  on, 
though  in  several  cases  we  know  poisons  are  being  sold  by 
unqualified  persons. 

In  April  the  sergeant  at  Enniscorthy  purchased  some 
arsenical  sheep-dip  at  the  Enniscorthy  Co-operative  Com- 
pany Store.  The  company  denied  that  they  sold  poisons, 
though  a  large  poster  was  up  in  the  shop  announcing  the 
sale.  He  summoned  the  assistant,  and  after  two  adjourn- 
ments got  a  conviction,  which  was  difficult  to  get  as  the 
chairman  of  the  company  and  another  shareholder  being 
"  J.P.'s  "  sat  on  the  Bench  during  the  hearing  of  the  case. 
An  appeal  was  then  sent  to  the  Castle,  when  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  was  pleased  to  reduce  the  penalty.  We  have  on 
several  occasions  found  fault  with  the  Castle  authorities  for 
thus  assisting  and  encouraging  the  law-breakers  by  reducing 
the  penalties,  but  we  are  now  of  opinion  that  it  is  only 
waste  of  time  doing  so.  The  only  good  reason  for  reducing 
the  penalty  in  this  case  appears  to  be  the  fact  that  the 
chairman  and  several  of  the  members  of  this  company  are 
J.P.'s,  and  are  presumably,  therefore,  not  supposed  to  iknow 
the  law. 

I  must  mention  another  case.  A  man  bought  laudanum  in 
the  shop  of  a  person  who  was  up  for  the  Registered  Drug- 
gists' examination  and  failed,  and  who  was  cautioned  not  to 
sell  poisons.  The  bottle  was  not  properly  labelled ;  the 
purchaser  drank  the  contents,  and  the  R.I.C.  instituted  pro- 
ceedings, issuing  two  summonses.  After  two  or  three  ad- 
journments the  Magistrates  marked  "  no  rule  "  on  the  first, 
and  fined  the  offender  11.  on  the  second,  summons,  notwith- 
standing that  they  were  told  that  they  had  no  power  to  do 
so,  and  were  shown  the  certified  copy  of  the  ruling  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  on  this  point.  Our  solicitors  have  now 
instructions  to  apply  to  the  Queen's  Bench  to  get  their 
ruling  set  aside.  This  means  a  good  deal  of  expense  to  us, 
but  we  could  not  think  of  letting  such  a  ruling  remain  on 
the  books. 

In  April  a  deputation  from  our  Council  waited  on  the 
Inspector-General,  Sir  Andrew  Reed,  and  laid  before  him 
information  in  reference  to  some  districts  where  the  police 
were  not  doing  their  duty,  and  some  where  the  inspector, 
R.I.C,  refused  to  assist  your  Council  in  carrying  out  the  Acts. 
The  deputation  was  very  courteously  received  by  Sir  Andrew 
Reed,  and  after  hearing  our  statement  and  seeing  our  proofs, 
he  said  that  the  R.I.C.  must  carry  out  the  Poisons  Acts,  and 
that  he  would  send  a  special  order  to  the  force  to  that  effect. 

It  is  due  to  the  R.I.C.  to  say  that  in  many  districts  they 
have  been  very  diligent  in  looking  after  the  Acts,  and  most 
anxious  to  carry  out  our  instructions.  In  some  cases  our 
Council  have  made  a  report  to  the  Inspector-General  in 
reference  to  special  service  by  some  of  the  sergeants. 

In  November  last  the  Council  had  under  consideration  the 
advisibility  of  trying  to  get  some 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  POISON  SCHEDULES. 

After  fully  thinking  out  the  subject,  the  Council  adopted 
a  long  list  of  poisons,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  R.C.P.I., 
with  a  request  that  their  Council  would  approve  of  same,  and 
send  it  on  to  the  Privy  Council.  The  Council  of  the  College 
were  fully  in  sympathy  with  us,  and  appointed  a  small  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  your  President  and  Vice-President.  As 
a  result  the  list  was  considerably  reduced,  as  the  members 
of  the  College  thought  it  unwise  to  send  forward  too  many 
poisons  at  once,  but  agreed  to  recommend  that  "  phenol, 
commonly  called  carbolic  acid,  all  oxalates,  biniodide  of 
mercury,  and  preparations  of  strychnine  "  should  be  deemed 
poisons,  and  be  added  to  Part  II.  of  Schedule  A  of  the  said 
Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  poisons  in  Ireland,  which  has 
since  been  approved  of  by  the  Privy  Council.  Our  thanks 
are  due  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the  R.C.P.I.  for  so 
kindly  assisting  us  in  this  matter. 

THE  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION 

continue  to  hold  their  meetings  in  the  Society's  house. 
During  the  past  year  they  have  had  some  very  successful 


meetings,  which  were  open  to  the  public,  and  were  well 
attended.  Such  an  Association  must  help  to  advance  and  im- 
prove the  assistants,  and  I  heartily  wish  them  every  prosperity 
in  the  future.  I  should  mention  that  the  Association  offered 
to  give  a  gold  and  a  silver  medal,  to  be  awarded  to  the  best 
candidates  at  the  pharmaceutical  examinations.  While 
appreciating  their  generous  offer,  our  Council  did  not  con- 
sider it  advisable  to  accept  it,  having  already  decided  to 
offer  medals  for  the  same  purpose. 

IT  IS  A  MATTEE  FOR  REGRET 

that  we  have  only  one  "  associate  druggist "  on  the  Council » 
but  there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  retail  druggists  to  serve- 
Efforts  have  been  made  by  members  of  the  Council  to  get 
such,  but  as  the  associate  druggists  have  not  proposed  or 
put  forward  candidates  at  the  election,  we  may  take  it  that 
they  are  quite  satisfied  that  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  are 
looking  after  their  interests  on  the  Council. 

We  cannot  meet  after  a  lapse  of  twelve  months  without 
missing  some  from  our  ranks. 

DEATH  HAS  BEEN  AMONGST  US, 

and  claimed  some  of  our  old  friends.  Of  these  were  two  of 
our  original  members— Sir  George  B.  Owens  and  Dr.  Collins 
— both  of  whom  were  ripe  in  years.  They  were  kindly, 
genial  gentlemen,  who  led  active,  useful  lives,  and  were 
always  anxious  to  serve  and  help  those  around  them.  Only 
within  the  last  few  weeks  another  good  friend  of  the 
Society,  Mr.  Wm.  Prott,  was  taken  from  amongst  us.  He- 
was  better  known  in  Belfast,  where  his  business  was,  than 
here ;  but  it  was  my  privilege  to  know  him  personally,  and 
to  have  frequent  correspondence  with  him  in  reference  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Society,  in  which  he  at  all  times  took  a 
deep  interest.  Mr.  Prott  was  a  cheery,  kind-hearted  friend; 
and  a  thorough  pharmacist,  being  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
of  both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  he  was  also  President  of 
the  Ulster  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Before  concluding  I  wish  to  express  my  warmest  thanks 
to  my  old  friend  Mr.  Downes,  our  Vice-President,  for  the- 
great  assistance  he  has  given  me  during  my  two  years  of 
office  ;  and  to  my  old  friend  Mr.  Grindley,  on  whose  sound 
judgment  I  can  always  rely,  and  who  is  a  most  regular 
attendant  at  our  committees  when  the  work  is  close  ;  also  to 
our  Registrar,  Mr.  Ferrall,  for  his  courteous  attention  and 
desire  to  assist  me  and  carry  out  my  wishes  at  all  times.  - 

The  President  concluded  amid  applause. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-Pbesident,  seconded  by  Me. 
Grindley,  thanks  were  voted  to  the  scrutineers.  &ih 

Mr.  Bernard  moved  that  the  best  thanks  of  the  Society- 
were  due  to  the  President  for  his  able  and  exhaustive 
address.  It  was  very  pleasant  to  hear  in  such  a  way  of  their 
woes  and  faults,  as  well  as  of  the  good  they  had  done  during- 
the  year.  The  President  had  not  said  anything  that  was  not 
exactly  the  fact,  although  he  had  omitted  to  let  it  be  seen, 
that  he  himself  had  been  the  head  and  leader  in  all  the  hard 
work. 

Mr.  Maxwell  :  Might  I,  as  one  who  fully  shares  in  the 
respect  we  have  for  the  Chairman,  second  the  motion  1 

The  Vice-President,  in  putting  it,  said  it  was  not 
necessary  to  enlarge  on  the  services  the  President  had 
rendered  to  the  Society.  It  had  always  been  a  pleasure  to 
him  (Mr.  Downes)  to  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society, 
and  in  undertaking  the  position  of  Vice-President  he  regarded 
himself  as  an  understudy  to  the  President. 

The  motion  was  passed  unanimously. 

The  President  said  he  thanked  them  most  heartily.  He 
assured  them  that  his  desire  during  the  whole  time  he  had 
been  in  office  was  to  do  the  best  he  could  both  for  the 
licentiate  members  and  the  associate  druggists.  (Hear, 
hear.)  The  position  of  chairman  was  not  an  easy  one,  and 
it  was  difficult  to  give  satisfaction  to  everyone  ;  but  he  had 
tried  to  do  what  was  rignt,  and  if  he  had  erred  he  could  not 
help  it.  (Applause.) 

Satisfactory  Accounts. 
Mr.  Beggs  (Hon.  Treasurer)  gave  the  details  of  his  balance- 
sheet  for  the  year,  which  showed  that  the  financial  position 
of  the  Society  was  close  on  1QQI.  better  than  it  was  last 
year. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston,  the  financial  state- 
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ment  was  adopted ;  and  on  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President 
thanks  were  voted  to  the  Treasurer  and  the  Auditors. 

Company- pharmacy. 

Dr.  McWalter  moved — "  That  the  practice  of  pharmacy  by 
'limited-liability  companies  constitutes  a  danger  to  the  public, 
and  is  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  here."  The  pharmacy-law  of  Ireland,  he  said,  was 
unique  in  this  respect,  that  it  gave  a  complete  monopoly  of 
■the  practice  of  pharmacy  to  the  licentiates  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  who  were  between  500  and  600  in  number. 
Such  being  the  numbers  it  would  be  qsite  practicable 
for  one  limited  -  liability  company  to  buy  up  every 
pharmacy  in  Ireland,  and  if  the  rage  for  limited-liability 
■companies  should  progress  as  it  was  doing  at  present,  in  a 
short  time  the  pharmacies  of  the  whole  country  might  be 
converted  into  one  enormous  company.  The  capital  of  such 
a  company,  taking  each  pharmacy  at  2,000?.,  need  not  be 
more  than  about  1,000,000?.  The  Acts  of  Parliament  did 
.not  contemplate  such  a  state  of  things.  They  were  assured 
that  the  debenture-holders  in  these  companies  did  not  share 
the  profits.  He  rather  thought  they  did.  He  did  not  see 
•hovf  they  were  to  be  paid  otherwise  than  out  of  the 
profits.  It  was  said  that  so  long  as  the  man  who 
compounded  was  qualified,  it  was  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence whether  the  owner  of  the  shop  was  qualified  or 
not.  If  that  was  to  be  allowed  every  draper  or 
srrocer  might  open  a  pharmacy,  and  he  could  say 
that  his  shareholders  were  debenture-holders,  who  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business.  As  to  the  danger  arising 
to  the  public  from  such  companies,  there  was  in  the  first 
place  the  want  of  a  qualified  proprietor  personally  superin- 
tending the  business.  If  the  company  had  ten  or  twenty 
shops  it  would  be  impossible  for  even  two  or  three  persons 
to  superintend  them.  The  superintendence  had  to  be  dele- 
gated to  assistants  who,  though  qualified,  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  exhibit  the  same  interest  in  the  business  as  if  they 
■were  proprietors.  In  England  it  was  a  practice  with  large 
companies  to  cover  possible  errors  by  insurance.  A  risk  of 
100?.  could  be  covered  by  a  payment  of  10?.,  which  was  much 
cheaper  than  paying  a  second  assistant.  Again,  the  share- 
holders of  a  company  had  no  personal  reputation  at 
stake,  and  if  a  mistake  occurred  the  law  might 
crime  down  on  the  unfortunate  assistant  and  he 
might  be  dismissed,  and  the  public  might  be  assured 
that  it  would  not  happen  again ;  but  the  company  was 
motiving  the  worse  of  it.  There  was  no  good  name  to  be 
tarnished.  Furthermore,  shares  given  to  medical  men  were 
a  bribe  to  send  their  patients  to  such  places,  and  if  a  mis- 
take occurred,  instead  of  insisting  on  retribution,  they  were 
rather  inclined  to  gloss  it  over.  If  a  fatality  occurred  with 
an  individual  pharmacy-proprietor,  lie  was  open  to  a  prose- 
cution ;  but  if  it  occurred  in  the  case  of  a  company,  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  putting  the  blame  on  the  proper  person. 
In  short,  the  limited  company  had  not  the  same  interest  in 
preventing  fatalities  as  the  private  chemist,  who  would 
fiimself  be  responsible  for  the  occurrence.  Again,  when 
the  number  of  shareholders  was  large,  some  of  them 
might  get  on  juries  trying  cases  arising  out  of  acci- 
dents, and  the  trial  would  not  be  unbiassed.  If  those 
companies  should  become  universal  they  could  monopolise 
all  the  seats  on  the  Council,  and  make  the  examinations 
stiff  or  easy  in  order  to  suit  their  purpose,  with  the  result 
that  there  would  be  no  future  for  candidates  obtaining  the 
licence  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in '  seconding  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Maxwell  (Dalkey)  said  he  did  not  come  there  as  the 
champion  of  limited  companies.  He  was  not  in  any  way  a 
partisan  of  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyngham  and  Robinson,  but  he 
asked  why  was  nothing  said  about  limited  companies  when 
Mr.  Hodgson  was  on  the  Council  2  He  failed  to  see  in  what 
way  the  recently-formed  company  had  acted  against  the 
best  interests  of  pharmacy.  Dr.  McWalter  had  reasoned 
from  a  mere  hypothesis.  He  failed  to  see  how  such  a  sup- 
position could  be  entertained.  Dr.  McWalter  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  ability.  He  was  the  "Tim  Healy"of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  President  :  No  politics. 

Mr.  Maxwell  said  that  formerly  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyng- 
ham. and  Robinson  were  thought  fit  to  be  Presidents  of  the 


Society,  but  now  they  had  become  utter  ruffians.  It  would 
be  a  shameful  and  unworthy  act  on  the  part  of  the  Society 
for  trade  purposes  to  pass  such  a  resolution  as  that  company- 
pharmacy  was  dangerous  to  the  public.  Why  1  Because  it 
might  be  shown  round  for  the  purpose  of  taking  advantage 
of  men  who  at  least  conducted  their  business  honourably  and 
respectably. 

Mr.  Bernard:  Dr.  McWalter's  resolution  would  be  more 
acceptable  than  it  is  if  he  would  insert  in  it,  after  the  words 
"limited  liability,"  the  words  "and  cutting  of  prices." 

Dr.  McWalter  declined  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  Then  I  move  as  an  amendment  that  the 
cutting  of  prices  constitutes  a  greater  danger  than  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  by  limited-liability  companies. 

Mr.  Johnston  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Wilson  said  that  limited  companies  were  the 
only  persons  in  the  world  who  could  infringe  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  and  yet  escape  penalties.  What  future  would  the 
licentiate  of  the  Society  have  if  he  could  never  aspire  to  be 
anything  more  than  the  manager  of  the  branch-shop  of 
Dick,  Tom,  or  Harry  1  As  a  country  chemist,  and  not  per- 
sonally knowing  any  of  the  members  of  any  recently-formed 
company,  and  having  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  passed  for  the  protection  of 
the  members  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  the  fact  was  pressed  on  the  Council 
a  few  years  ago  that  they  had  companies  growing  up  around 
them,  and  after  a  study  of  the  Acts  he  (Mr.  Conyngham) 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  stop  company 
pharmacy  in  Ireland,  and  that  another  course  should  be 
adopted.  To  meet  it  he  then  proposed  a  plan  to  enable  the 
Society  to  close  the  doors  on  company  pharmacy  in  the 
future.  His  plan  was  submitted  to  their  lawyer,  who 
said:  —  "Gentlemen,  you  may  vote  Mr.  Conyngham 
down,  but  his  plan  is  the  only  way  I  can  see 
out  of  the  difficulty,  and  if  he  can  do  as  he 
says  I  would  advise  you  to  do  so  at  once." 
In  the  face  of  this  his  (Mr.  Conyngham's)  advice  was  not 
taken.  After  a  visit  to  England  last  year,  and  seeing  the 
havoc  wrought  amongst  chemists  by  stores,  grocers,  &c,  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  amalgamation  among  chemists 
in  Ireland  was  the  only  way  to  prevent  strangers  coming  in 
and  taking  their  trade.  He  carried  his  plan  through  with 
the  help  of  the  three  gentlemen  who  were  associated  with 
him,  and  he  assured  the  meeting  that  none  but  qualified 
men  held,  or  ever  could  hold,  shares  in  their  company.  He 
believed  that  every  man  present  would  gladly  do  the  same 
if  he  got  the  chance.    ("  No  "  and  hear.) 

The  Vice-President  said  he  thought  the  resolution 
useless,  and  also  mischievous,  because  it  was  simply  an 
expression  of  opinion.  If  it  recommended  a  course  of  action, 
and  pledged  the  members  of  the  Society  to  support  the 
Council,  there  would  be  some  sense  in  it ;  but  it  stopped 
short  at  an  expression  of  opinion,  which  was  perfectly 
worthless.  If  limited  companies  were  to  go  on  it  would 
not  be  worth  while  to  take  out  the  licence.  He  had 
ceased  to  take  apprentices.  The  company  which  had 
produced  the  crisis  had  by  its  constitution  honestly 
endeavoured  to  fall  in  with  the  views  of  the  Council  by 
having  none  but  qualified  persons  as  shareholders.  But 
that  was  not  the  difficulty.  Their  grievance  was  that  it  was 
possible  to  send  round  the  hat  for  outside  subscriptions,  and 
by  means  of  these  to  start  a  company  to  do  the  business  for 
which  pharmacists  were  licensed.  The  Limited  Liability 
Act  did  not,  as  he  read  it,  enable  seven  men  to  do  what  six 
men  of  the  same  class  could  not  legally  do,  and  he  believed 
the  aid  of  Parliament  would  have  to  be  sought  to 
overrule  the  judges  who  had  misinterpreted  the  law. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Robinson  said  he  was  sure  he  need  offer  no 
excuse  for  participating  in  the  debate,  because  it  was 
admitted  that  the  resolution  was  aimed  at  the  company  of 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  form  an  integral  part.  Company 
pharmacy  in  this  country  was  not  a  plant  of  yesterday's 
growth — it  had  been  with  them  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  His  own  connection  with  phar- 
macy began  very  much  about  the  time  the  Society  was 
founded.  One  of  the  pioneers  of  co-operative  trading  in 
Dublin  in  connection  with  pharmacy  was  norie  other  than 
their  respected  friend  Mr.  Downes,  who  a  good  many  years 
ago  opened  a  co-operative  drug-shop  in  Ranelagh,  but  he 
dared  say  he  had  very  good  reasons  for  departing  from  his  first 
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love.  Mr.  G.  H.  Grindley  was  in  partnership  with  an  unquali- 
fied man  in  Baggot  Street  (he  could  not  say  whether  it  was 
an  actual  partnership  or  not),  and  was  unable  to  give  a  certi- 
ficate to  his  apprentices,  and  a  great  hubbub  was  kicked  up 
about  it.  The  next,  a  glaring  case,  was  that  of  a  company, 
the  chairman  of  which  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  and 
on  whom  a  eulogy  had  been  pronounced  by  the  President. 
If  young  pharmacists  wanted  to  be  bolstered  up  by  any  un- 
fair act  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  if  they  required  to  be 
nursed  and  spoon-fed,  and  were  not  able  to  hold  their  own 
by  their  industry  and  capacity,  the  sooner  they  went  to  Klon- 
dyke  the  better.  He  asked  anyone  present  whether  the 
limited  company  that  was  being  talked  of  there  to-night  was 
not  promoted  on  lines  strictly  legal,  and  within  the  Acts  1 
There  was  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  its  capital  was  held 
by  unqualified  persons,  whether  debenture  holders  or  share- 
holders. Company-pharmacy  carried  out  within  the  law  was 
healthy  competition,  and  the  supervision  in  the  establishment 
with  which  he  was  connected  would  continue  to  be  the  same  as 
before.  There  would  be  a  qualified  man  in  each  shop,  and 
perhaps  two  in  some  of  them,  and  none  but  qualified  persons 
would  participate  in  the  management.  It  was  currently 
reported  in  Dublin  that  a  certain  pharmacy  had  been  con- 
ducted for  many  yeais,  the  proprietor  of  which  was  not  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  He  referred  to  the  respected  father 
of  the  President. 

Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Ryan  spoke  against  company  phar- 
macy. 

Mr.  Gibson  maintained  that  it  was  perfectly  legal  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  moment  for  a  limited  company  to 
trade  in  pharmacy,  and  said  they  should  try  to  save  them- 
selves from  ill-advised  action  on  the  part  of  the  President  and 
Council  in  knocking  their  heads  against  a  stone  wall. 

The  President  said  he  came  that  night  with  the  intention 
of  not  saying  anything  on  this  question.  His  opinions  on  it 
were  well  known,  and  he  had  been  well  belied  for  them.  It 
had  been  stated  that  he  had  been  mixed  up  with  a  limited 
company.    That  came  from  30  Upper  Baggot  Street. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  That's  not  true. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Downes  got  rid  of  his  unqualified 
partner,  and  Mr.  Grindley  also  severed  his  connection  with 
the  house  he  was  in  when  he  found  he  was  acting  illegally. 
They  should  honour  Mr.  Grindley  for  that.  He  (Mr.  Wells) 
was  in  business  with  his  father  in  Sackville  Street  before 
the  Pharmacy  Act  passed,  and  so  was  his  brother.  They 
were  partners,  receiving  their  shares  of  the  business.  They 
were  advised  afterwards  that  it  was  quite  legal  for  them  to 
carry  on  the  business  with  their  father,  and  they  did  so.  A 
great  many  other  houses  in  the  City  of  Dublin  were  doing 
the  same  thing.  He  (Mr.  Wells)  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  what  he  was  doing  was  not  right,  and  he  severed  his 
connection  with  his  father  and  brother,  and  went 
to  20  Upper  Baggot  Street,  and  he  had  traded  there 
legally  un'der  the  Pharmacy  Act  since.  His  father,  finding 
that  he  was  not  acting  legally,  had  a  deed  drawn  up 
handing  all  the  benefic  of  the  Sackville  Street  business  over 
to  his  youngest  son,  and,  being  himself  82  years  of  age, 
arranged  that  he  would  go  in  and  out  of  the  place  simply  to 
occupy  his  time.  That  he  had  done.  Since  his  brother  had 
been  removed,  and  he  was  appointed  executor  to  carry  on 
the  business.  It  had  been  legally  carried  on  with  a  qualified 
manager,  and  his  father  from  that  day  to  this  had  no  more 
interest  in  it  than  anyone  sitting  there.  He  had  heard  that 
an  English  company  was  coming  to  Dublin.  He  did  not 
fear  limited  companies,  but  if  the  leaders  of  pharmacy  were 
not  faithful  to  themselves  and  did  not  keep  aloof  from 
limited  companies  there  would  be  dark  days  for  pharmacy. 

The  President  then  put  Mr.  Bernard's  amendment,  and  it 
was  negatived  on  a  show  of  hands  by  11  to  9  votes.  The 
President  was  about  putting  the  resolution,  when  Mr.  Gibson 
claimed  a  right  to  speak. 

The  President  :  All  those  who  have  spoken  speak  again. 
I  put  it  to  you,  Do  you  think  I  was  wise  to  prolong  this 
debate  until  to-morrow  morning  1 

Mr.  Mitchell  :  Are  you  going  to  put  on  the  closure,  Mr. 
President  ? 

The  President  :  Is  it  wise  to  open  up  the  whole  question 
again  ? 

Mr.  Bernard  moved  another  amendment,  viz. : — 11  That 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  by  limited  companies,  or  other 
companies  who  cut  prices,  constitutes  a  danger  to  the  public, 


and  is  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical' 
Society." 

Mr.  Eobinson  :  I  second  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  put,  and  negatived  by  10  votes  to  7. 

The  President  then  put  the  original  resolution  as  moved 
by  Dr.  McWalter,  and  it  was  carried  by  12  votes  to  7. 
Several  members  then  left. 

Registered  Druggists  and  their  Representation. 

Mr.  Gibson  then  moved  the  following  resolution  : — "  That, 
this  meeting  regrets  that  the  registered  druggists  have  not 
adequate  representation  on  the  Council,  and  requests  the- 
Council  to  take  steps  to  investigate  and  remedy  the.- 
grievances  which  at  present  they  suffer  under."  He  (Mr. 
Gibson)  had  come  from  Belfast  to  seek  a  redress  of  the- 
grievances  under  which  the  druggists  of  the  North  of 
Ireland  at  present  suffered.  The  first  of  these  was  want 
of  representation  on  the  Council.  The  Pharmacy  Amendment 
Act  allowed  them  seven  representatives,  but  they  had  only  one,, 
who  did  not  fully  represent  them  in  Belfast.  Yet  there  were 
711  registered  druggists,  and  Chemists  and  druggists  on  the- 
register,  as  compared  wioh  510  pharmaceutical  chemists.  It 
might  be  said  that  their  want  of  representation  was  because- 
the  druggists  did  not  subscribe  to  the  Society.  They  did 
subscribe  in  the  past,  but  owing  to  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceived they  stopped  subscribing.  The  Council  had  it  in  their 
power  to  co-opt  a  druggist,  but  they  had  not  done  so. 
The  druggists  who  were  in  business  at  present  should  be- 
allowed  to  go  up  for  the  Preliminary  examination.  One  of 
the  grievances  that  the  druggists  felt  strongly  was  that,, 
shortly  after  they  were  admitted  on  the  Council,  a  resolution 
was  placed  on  the  books  that  no  druggist  should  be  eligible 
for  the  post  of  chairman,  vice-chairman,  or  treasurer.  They 
were  thus  branded  with  inferiority.  Again,  they  were  not 
allowed  to  take  any  part  in  the  work  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CoNyngham  seconded  the  motion.  He  thought  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  meet  the  druggists  reasonably ^ 
instead  of  having  the  Society  divided  into  two  camps. 

The  Vice-President  moved  an  amendment : — "  That  the 
part  of  the  resolution  following  the  words  '  This  meeting " 
be  struck  out,  and  that  the  following  words  be  substituted — 
'  considers  that  the  registered  druggists  are  satisfied  that 
their  interests  are  adequately  looked  after  by  the  Council  as 
at  present  constituted,  as  otherwise  they  would  possess 
themselves  of  the  right  of  voting  at  elections.'  The  demand 
of  the  druggists  now  is  that  they  should  have  representa- 
tion without  paying.  If  they  chose  to  subscribe  they  could 
obtain  50  per  cent,  more  power  than  they  had.  If  the- 
Society  was  to  be  a  pharmaceutical  society  it  should  be  con- 
trolled by  pharmacists." 

Mr.  MgKelly  seconded  the  amendments. 

The  President  (to  Mr.  Gibson)  :  Will  you  tell  us  what 
your  grievances  are  that  we  may  consider  them  1 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Are  you  prepared  to  meet  us  ? 

The  President  :  I  will  give  no  promise  of  that  kin:l. 

After  further  discussion  the  President  put  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Vice-President,  which  was  carried  by  7  votes  to» 
2,  and  the  meeting  broke  up  at  twenty-five  minutes  past, 
twelve  o'clock. 

©ptttincf  cf  i\t  itch*  6oiientm:eni 
IT  nbat  atones- 

AVERY  pleasant  afternoon  was  offered  to  chemists  on  the- 
1st  of  this  month  by  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Thorpe,  F.R.S.,  the  Principal  of  the  Government  Laboratories, 
to  visit  the  new  building  which  has  been  constructed  and- 
arranged  under  his  direction  in  Clement's  Inn  Passage,  near 
the  Law  Courts.  We  were  able  to  publish  an  illustrated 
description  of  this  laboratory  in  our  last  issue,  and  the- 
special  features  of  the  establishment  were  then  pointed  out. 

The  laboratory  was  all  ready  for  work  on  Friday,  and  none 
of  the  visitors  could  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  noble  propor- 
tions and  bright  appearance  of  the  large  room  on  the  first 
floor  where  most  of  the  Excise  work  will  be  carried  on.  In- 
that  room  Professor  Thorpe  received  his  guests  with  much 
cordiality,  and  the  completeness  of  the  provision  of  apparatus- 
and  fittings  for  the  multifarious  work  which  has  to  be  done 
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excited  considerable  interest.  Refractometers,  used  in  the 
analysis  of  oils  and  butter,  polariscopes,  Rontgen-ray  appa- 
ratus, hydrometers,  saccharometers,  petroleum-flash  testers, 
and  many  other  objects  of  interest,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
equipments  of  laboratories,  were  inspected,  and  Professor 
Thorpe's  staff  were  indefatigable  in  giving  such  information 
as  was  asked  for. 

The  laboratory  will  cost  in  all  somewhere  between  25.000Z. 
and  30,000£,  and  it  is  probably  the  largest  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  world.  The  staff  numbers  about  sixty,  and  the 
total  number  of  samples  they  examined  last  year  was  over 
64,000.  The  principal  work  committed  to  these  chemists  is 
the  protection  of  the  Revenue,  but  a  very  important  sub- 
sidiary duty  is  the  analysis  of  samples  supplied  by  the 
various  contracting  departments.  We  understand  that  work 
was  actually  commenced  in  the  new  building  on  Monday 
last. 

The  visitors  on  Friday  afternoon  included  Sir  Henry 
Roscoe,  Sir  Henry  Gilbert,  Sir  W.  Huggius  ;  Professors  Glad- 
stone, Williamson,  MacLeod,  Russell,  Ayrton,  Miiller,  Thom- 
son, Clowes,  Warrington,  Roberts-Austen,  Judd,  and  Fletcher, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Preece,  Mr.  Swan,  Dr.  Bell,  F.R.S.,  Dr.  Kellner, 
and  the  principal  members  of  most  of  the  Government 
Departments.  The  leading  public  analysts  in  London — Dr. 
Stevenson,  Dr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Otto  Hehner — and  other  analytical 
chemists,  Mr.  Carteighe,  Mr.  Martindale,  and  other  phar- 
macists, were  also  among  Dr.  Thorpe's  visitors,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  ladies. 

In  the  evening  Dr.  Thorpe  gave  a  conversazione  to  the 
members  of  his  staff  and  other  friends,  who  were  received 
by  the  Principal  and  Mrs.  Thorpe,  and  spent  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  examining  the  laboratories  and  appliances,  and 
seeing  the  animated  photographs,  Rontgen  rays,  fluoroscopes, 
microscopic  wonders,  and  other  amusements  provided  for 
his  guests  by  Dr.  Thorpe.  During  the  evening  the  White- 
hall Orchestra  gave  selections  of  music,  and  various  ladies 
and  gentlemen  contributed  songs,  harp-solos,  and  other 
musical  performances. 


WHEN  we  wrote  our  report  of  this  Exhibition  on  the  day 
before  the  opening  last  week  a  great  many  of  the 
pavilions  were  not  ready,  there  was  no  catalogue  available, 
and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  confusion.  A  visit  any  day 
this  week  revealed  a  very  different  state  of  things.  The 
great  hall  is  full  of  life  and  colour,  there  are  overflow  exhibits 
in  the  smaller  halls,  the  galleries  are  well  filled,  a  constant 
stream  of  grocers  and  groceresses  pours  into  the  entrances, 
and  the  exhibitors  seem  happy.  Strains  of  music  float  over 
the  hall  at  intervals,  grocers'  assistants  are  competing  for  a 
gold  medal  for  wrapping  up  sugar,  the  Maypole  girls  catch 
some  fancies  with  their  gaily-decorated  costumes,  the 
Quaker  oats  girls  dispense  delicacies  in  their  blue-drab 
costumes  with  blue-drab  poke-bonnets,  Yinolia  perfumes 
tempt  you  as  you  pass,  and  if  you  are  a  manufacturer  of 
proprietary  goods  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  may  catch  you  by  the  arm 
and  inveigle  you  into  his  somewhat  gloomy  parlour.  Occa- 
sionally you  see  a  stately  gentleman  pass  by  with  a  badge  on 
his  coat.  You  should  get  out  of  the  way  promptly  and  make 
room  for  him,  even  if  you  do  not  make  obeisance.  He  is  a 
judge,  or  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board,  or  a  director,  or 
somebody  high  up  in  the  grocerial  hierarchy. 

One  of  the  greatest  successes  of  the  Exhibition  is  a  soap- 
castle,  erected  by  Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co.  It  is  so  suc- 
cessful indeed  in  its  substantial  appearance  that  our  repre- 
sentative passed  it  by  last  week,  thinking  the  Agricultural 
Hall  Company  were  experimenting  on  some  new  architec- 
tural design.  Their  own  will  hardly  go  down  to  posterity 
as  one  of  the  monuments  of  the  Yictorian  era  of  which  the 
generation  was  proudest.  Messrs.  Cook's  castle  is  all  built 
of  slabs  of  the  best  soap,  mottled  and  yellow  being  cleverly 
combined  for  effect.  In  the  large  windows  of  the  castle, 
which  take  off  somewhat  from  its  mediaeval  appearance, 
the  various  manufactures  of  the  firm  are  set  out  attrac- 
tively. These  include  their  toilet-soaps  as  well  as  their 
household-soaps. 

Another  firm  we  missed  on  our  previous  tour  was  Spratt's 


Patent,  who  make  a  brave  show  with  their  dog  and  poultry- 
foods  and  medicines. 

Stephen  Smith  &  Co.  (Limited),  with  their  gracefully- 
draped  space,  in  which  their  Hall's  wine,  meat  and  malt 
wine,  and  some  very  delicately-produced  new  showcards 
attract  all  passers,  could  not  have  been  ready.  They  are- 
selling  Is.  sample-bottles  for  6^/. 

Messrs.  Gardner,  of  Gloucester,  had  a  good  variety  of 
their  mixing  and  sifting  machines  on  view  in  the  Gallery, 
and  seemed  to  be  generally  busy  showing  them. 

The  Tower  Tea  Company  have  several  girls  busy  putting 
up  packets  of  tea  with  the  aid  of  Driver's  automatic  weighing- 
machine,  which  seemed  to  do  its  work  with  accuracy  and 
despatch. 

The  Bovril  Company,  whose  exhibit  was  being  watched 
over  by  Mr.  Searl,  were  giving  a  good  deal  of  prominence  to- 
the  liquor-carnis  preparations,  especially  marrol  and  virol. 
For  the  latter  an  exhibit  of  baric y,  lemons,  and  eggs  had 
been  picturesquely  displayed. 

An  invention  which  ought  to  be  useful  to  a  good  many 
chemists  is  the  patent  oil-cabinet  shown  by  the  Valor 
Company  (Limited),  of  Church  Street,  Birmingham.  It  is 
intended  for  the  shop-storage  of  petroleum,  and  is  made  in 
various  capacities  from  10  to  50  gallons.  It  is  fitted  with  a 
pump,  which  fills  measures  through  a  tap.  Moreover,  the 
pump  is  used  to  transfer  the  oil  from  a  barrel  to  the  can. 
When  not  in  actual  use  the  lid  is  shut  over  the  whole,  and 
there  is  nothing  but  the  gaily-painted  case  to  be  seen. 


Ck  anb  %  terms. 


ADVANTAGE  was  taken  by  the  executive  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
of  the  large  gathering  of  grocers  at  the  Exhibition  at 
the  Agricultural  Hall  this  week  to  invite  delegates  from 
local  associations  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a  Grocery 
Section  of  the  Association.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Berner's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  C.  R.  Burgess,  of  Leamington,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Tea  Union  (Limited).  The  following  gentlemen  were  also- 
present  : — Messrs.  J.  Williams,  Chairman  Manchester- 
Grocers'  Association ;  H.  Clifford  and  R.  Hawes  (Clifford, 
Hawes  &  Co.) ;  J.  McPhie,  Dumbarton ;  R,  Mens,  President 
Reading  Association  ;  N.  Appleton  and  F.  Drown,  Holloway  - 
C.  H.  Slingsby,  Coventry ;  J.  Margetts,  President  of  the 
Northampton  Association;  M.  G.  Horder,  Salisbury;  R.. 
Thorne,  Caledonian  Road,  N.  ;  W.  H.  Templeman,  Hull ; 
J.  Williams,  Holloway,  Chairman  of  North  London  Committee 
of  Grocers ;  J.  A.  Thompson  and  H.  Robinson,  Man- 
chester ;  S.  H.  Chambers,  J.  W.  Harper,  Barrow-in-Furness  % 
Mr.  Watson,  Belfast ;  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyu-Jones,  Secretary. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  explained 
the  purpose  for  which  the  meeting  had  been  called.  Before 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Conference  resolution  the 
executive  of  the  P.A.T.A.  felt  it  would  be  well  to  consult 
with  a  representative  meeting  of  grocers.  They  wanted  to- 
know  what  should  be  the  minimum  retail  profit  grocers 
should  expect,  and  whether  one  definite  plan  of  protecting 
should  be  insisted  upon  for  all  articles,  or  whether  any  pro- 
prietor who  effectually  protected  the  trade  to  the  extent  of 
the  stipulated  minimum  profit  should  be  welcomed  as  a 
member  of  the  Association.  The  executive  also  asked  for 
advice  as  to  the  best  methods  to  adopt  for  securing  a  per- 
manent Council  for  the  Grocery  Section. 

The  Chairman  asked  for  suggestions,  and  invited  Mr.  John- 
Williams,  Manchester,  to  give  an  expression  of  his  views  on 

the  points  mentioned  by  the  Secretary.  !  ' 

Mr.  Williams  (Manchester)  said  he  had  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  movement,  not  because  the  question  was  of 
greater  importance  to  him  personally  than  it  was  to  every 
man  who  was  in  business  for  profit,  but  because  he  was- 
anxious  that  the  Federation  and  the  affiliated  Associations 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  freely  and  fairly  discussing  a 
scheme  for  dealing  with  an  evil  they  had  over  and  over 
again  condemned  by  resolution.  The  splendid  vote  at  the 
Conference  justified  his  conviction  from  the  first  that  in  this 
scheme  they  had  the  only  possible  method  for  dealing  with 
the  cutting  of  prices  of  proprietary  articles.  So  long  as- 
'  proprietors  considered  a  gross  profit  of  10  per  cent,  a  suffi- 
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cient  margin,  so  long  would  they,  as  retailers,  keep  the 
articles  in  their  cellars  or  on  their  back  shelves..  He  had 
recently  to  make  certain  purchases  of  articles  outside  their 
own  trade,  and  he  was  surprised  to  find  how  far  the  principle 
they  were  met  to  further  was  governing  the  actions  of  the 
other  traders.  He  found  in  those  traders  that  fixed  prices 
were  the  order  of  the  day,  and  that  the  largest  firms  were 
unable  to  deviate  from  them.  With  this  going  on  around 
them,  they  would  be  fools  if  they  continued  to  distribute 
proprietaries  for  nothing.  As  to  the  minimum  profit,  he 
thought  every  article  should  be  considered  on  its  merits,  but 
that  10  per  cent  was  not  a  sufficient  profit.  They  should  not 
be  too  rigid  in  their  demands,  provided  a  sufficient  profit  was 
guaranteed. 

Mr.  McPhie  assured  the  meeting  of  the  good  will  and 
moral  support  of  a  meeting  of  some  700  Glasgow  grocers 
held  the  previous  evening.  They,  in  Scotland,  were  making  a 
stubborn  and  successful  fight,  and  before  very  long  there 
would  be  a  huge  combination  of  the  private  traders  of  the 
whole  country,  who  would  be  prepared  to  exercise  judicious 
pressure  upon  proprietors  who  were  not  ready  to  guarantee 
Jiving  profits. 

Mr.  Mens  thought  nothing  less  than  12J  per  cent,  consti- 
tuted a  living  profit.  Mr.  Williams  (Holloway),  thought 
12J  per  cent,  was  a  reasonable  minimum.  Mr.  Templeman 
(Hull)  and  Mr.  Horder  (Salisbury)  agreed  with  this  view, 
and  a  resolution  fixing  that  as  the  minimum  was  adopted. 

The  Secretary  having  explained  the  working  of  the  Drug 
/Section,  it  was  decided  to  adopt  that  plan,  but  it  was  further 
agreed — 

That  any  firm  who  guarantee  a  minimum  profit  of  at  least 
12i  per  cent,  should  be  welcomed  as  members  of  the 
Association,  whether  they  made  use  of  the  Association's 
plan,  or  preferred  working  upon  their  own  lines. 

The  meeting  then  discussed  the  recommendations  which 
they  should  make  to  the  P.A.T.A.  executive  as  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Grocery  Section.    Mr.  Kobinson  moved — 

That  the  Grocery  Section  be  governed  by  a  committe  of  thirty 
members,  ten  proprietors,  ten  wholesalers,  and  ten 
retailers,  each  Section  to  be  elected  by  its  own  members ; 
aiid  that  the  various  local  associations  be  asked  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Eetail  Section,  such  candi- 
dates, together  with  any  others  nominated  by  individual 
members,  to  be  balloted  for  by  the  retail  grocers  who 
were  members  of  the  Association. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  continuing  the  work  of 
interviewing  the  proprietors  of  prominent  grocery  articles  at 
the  Association's  stand  in  the  Exhibition,  the  Secretary 
reporting  that  nearly  all  the  manufacturers  already  inter- 
viewed had  expressed  the  fullest  sympathy  with  the  Associa- 
tion, and  a  desire  to  co  operate  with  them.  Mr.  Robert 
Dunwoody,  of  Belfast,  came  in  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
and  showed  his  sympathy  with  what  was  being  done  by 
joining  the  Association. 


Sbe  Winter  Session, 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

At  -  a  recent  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  New  York 
Section,  Dr.  Chandler  in  the  chair,  the  third  Friday  after 
the  first  Monday  in  every  month  was  selected  as  the  meeting 
night,  and  the  first  one  of  the  session  will  be  held  on 
October  22  at  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  as  here- 
tofore. The  November  meeting  is  to  be  held,  by  way  of 
•experiment,  at  Columbia  College  on  Washington  Heights. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Dr.  M.  Alsberg  and  to  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  William  Chadvvick,  who  is  in  England,  Dr'I 
Durland  Woodman,  jun.,  and  Dr.  E.  J.  Lederle,  chief  chemist 
of  the  New  York  Board  of  Health,  were  elected  to  succeed 
them  as  members  of  the  committee.  The  Chemical  Industry 
Club  was  also  reorganised,  with  Mr.  James  Hartford,  of 
Schoelkopf,  Hartford  <fc  Maclagan,  as  its  President. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  new  session  of  this  Association  was  opened  on  Thursday 
evening  (October  7),  at  the  new  rooms  at  73  Newman  Street, 
W.    Mr.  T.  Moelet  Tateoe,  the  President,  gave  an  in- 


augural address.  Next  week  (October  14)  a  smoking- 
concert,  for  which  "  no  expense  will  be  spared,"  will  be  held 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr.  M.  J.  Cole  will  give  a 
practical  demonstration  of  microscopy  on  October  21 ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Thompson  will  read  a  paper  on  "  A  Mathematical 
Training,  and  its  Bearing  on  a  Pharmaceutical  Career,"  on 
November  11;  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas,  F.C.S.,  will  contribute  a 
paper  and  demonstration  on  "  Urine  Analysis  "  on  Novem- 
ber 25;  and  on  December  29  Mr.  F.  A.  Hocking,  B.Sc,  will 
lecture  on  "  Some  Mental  Processes  Employed  by  the 
Student  of  Science."  Prizes  for  practical  work  and  for 
essays  are  offered,  and  the  Secretaries,  in  recommending 
members  to  compete  for  these,  rather  quaintly  remark  that 
"  the  habit  of  mental  discipline  and  the  knowledge  of  self 
and  subject  obtained  as  a  result  of  the  work  far  outweighs 
any  temporary  disappointment  at  the  issue."  We  are  afraid 
that  to  an  extent  this  is  truer  than  was  intended.  An 
accurate  knowledge  of  one's  self  is  almost  invariably  a  per- 
manent disappointment. 


THE   MIDLAND   CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  commenced  its  third  session  with  an 
inaugural  address  from  its  President  (Mr.  H.  Jessop)  on 
October  6.  The  programme  for  the  rest  of  this  year  is  as 
under  : — 

Oct.  20.    Paper  on  "  Microscopic  Gems,"  illustrated  by  lantern- 
views,  by  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C. 
Nov.  3.    Musical  and  social  evening,  Mr.  W.  R.  Hedges,  jun.,  in 
the  chair. 
„  17.    Paper  by  A.  Wathes. 
Dec.  1.    Musical  and  social  evening,  Mr.  W.  Jones  (President  of 
the  P.A.T.A.)  in  the  chair. 
„  15.    Paper  on  "  Poisons,"  by  F.  Casson. 

„  29.    Musical  and  social  evening,  the  President  (Mr.  H. 
Jessop)  in  the  chair. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF-  PHARMACY. 
The  eighth  session  of  this  Association  was  opaned  on 
October  6  with  a  general  meeting,  at  which  the  President 
(Mr.  C.  A.  Blarney)  delivered  an  inaugural  address. 

SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 
IN  our  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Society 
last  week  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  had 
resigned  the  position  of  Treasurer.  It  should  have  been 
added  that  he  was  elected  on  the  Council  in  place  of  Mr 
C.  H.  Hewitt. 


BRADFORD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  September  28  at  the  Great 
Northern  Victoria  Hotel.  Mr.  Mackay  (President)  was  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Pickaed  (Secretary)  read  his  report,  which  dealt 
with  the  proceedings  of  last  year.  This  was  adopted,  as  was 
also  the  Treasurer's  statement,  which  showed  a  satisfactory 
balance.  The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with, 
and  resulted  as  follows  :— President,  Aid.  Hy.  Dunn,  C.  C.  ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  A.  H.  Waddington  and  Geo.  Rim- 
mington ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  R.  W.  Silson  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  N. 
Pickard.  Committee  :  Mr.  E.  Mackay,  Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Neubould,  Mr.  D.  W.  R.  Wilson,  Mr.  H.  Rogerson,  Mr. 
F.  A.  Wilcock. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  meetings  of  the  Association  at 
the  Great  Northern  Victoria  Hotel  during  the  coming  year, 
the  question  of  permanent  rooms  being  left  over  for  another 
year. 

Mr.  Pickaed  gave  a  brief  report  of  the  workings  of  the 
P.  A.  T.  A.  during  the  past  year,  and  urged  all  present  to  join 
the  P.  A.  T.  A.  for  their  own  benefit. 


It  is  stated  that  Mr.  I.  H.  E.  Merck,  of  the  firm  of  E. 
Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  has  retired  from  active  business  on 
account  of  ill-health,  while  remaining  a  partner  in  the 
business.  Mr.  Merck  was  the  commercial  leader  of  the 
house. 
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MOUILLA  LIQUID  SOAP. 

Ht  is  almost  a  decade  since  we  first  noticed  this  toilet-pre- 
paration, so  that  strictly  speaking  it  is  not  entitled  to  come 
into  this  section,  but  the  fact  that  it  is  now  in  new  hands  and 
'Is  being  pushed  energetically  gives  it  place.  The  soap  was 
invented  by  Dr.  Duncan,  of  St.  Petersburg,  an  old  pupil  of 
Hebra's,  and  his  object  was  to  provide  an  emollient,  non- 
irritating  detergent.  It  has  met  with  favourable  acceptance 
by  medical  men  and  leaders  of  fashion,  so  that  it  has 
jqow  become  a  thoroughly  established  speciality.  It  is  a 
neutral  potash  soap,  and  contains  glycerine,  is  transparent, 
•and  delicately  perfumed.  The  manufacturers  (the  Mouilla 
iTiiquid-soap  Company  (Limited),  6  Adam  Street,  Strand, 
W.C.)  appear  to  be  giving  more  for  the  money  now,  the 
-shilling  size  striking  us  as  larger. 

SYLVIA'S  HOME  DYES. 

"Messes.  Aybton  &  Saundebs,  149  Duke  Street,  Liverpool, 
the  makers  of  these  dyes,  now  put  up  a  series  of  the  2d. 
(packets  very  handsomely  on  a  card,  which  has  insertions  of 


•silk  dyed  with  a  dozen  of  the  colours.  -  It  is  an  attractive 
arrangement,  as  even  the  black-and-white  reproduction 
shows. 

OKOL. 

The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  have 
gust  introduced  a  new  disinfectant  under  the  above  'name, 
It  is  a  greyish  emulsion  which,  Dr.  Samuel  Rideal's  analysis 
shows,  consists  of  hydrocarbon  acid  and  neutral  oils,  34  per 
cent. ;  organic  bases,  0  35  per  cent. ;  nitrogenous  matter,  3  76 
per  cent. ;  mineral  matter,  0  94  per  cent. ;  and  water,  60  95 
;per  cent.  The  okol  has  a  "  gassy  "  smell,  mixes  readily  with 
■water,  and  bacteriological  experiments  by  Dr.  Rideal  show 
■that  it  is  four  or  five  times  more  powerful  than  carbolic 
acid  as  a  bactericide ;  while  an  investigation  by  Mr.  A.  J. 
.Sewell,  M.R.C.V.S.,  on  dogs  has  proved  that  the  application 
of  a  l-in-50  solution  showed  that  it  killed  lice  and  cured 
eczema,  and  did  not  do  the  dogs  a  bit  of  harm.  It  is  con- 
cluded from  this  that  "  okol  is  truly  a  non-poisonous  fluid 
■when  used  with  ordinary  care." 


D.C.L.   MALT  EXTRACT. 

SINCE  we  reported  on  the  superior  extract  of  malt  which  the 
Distillers'  Company  (Limited),  of  Edinburgh,  then  intro- 
duced, it  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular  brands  on  the 
market.  The  company  are  now,  as  we  recently  stated,  to 
bring  the  merits  of  the  extract  prominently  to  public  notice, 
and  are  therefore  putting  it  up  in  two  forms  for  retail  sale — 
viz.,  in  W.M.  amber  glass  bottles  (Is.  Qd.  and  2  s.  6d.),  and  in 
patent  tins  (Is.  3d.  and  2s.)  The  containers  in  both  cases 
are  quite  distinctive  and  of  original  design,  and  both  artistic 
and  attractive.  The  smaller  bottle  contains  almost  1  lb.  of 
the  extract,  and  considering  its  high  diastasic  power  (it 
digests  its  own  weight  of  starch  within  a  minute)  it  is  a 
cheap  line. 


Me.  PniLiP  Josephs,  54,  68,  and  93  Old  Street,  E.C,  will 
close  his  business  on  Monday,  October  11,  and  up  to  5  P.M. 
on  Tuesday,  the  12th. 

Messes.  Fassett  <fc  Johxsox  are  introducing  a  new 
adeps  lanas,  B.P.,  under  the  trade-name  of  "  Adelan."  They 
will  have  samples  ready  to  send  to  pharmacists  on  application 
in  a  day  or  two. 

Me.  Petee  Mollee's  hydroxyl-free  cod-liver  oil  has  been 
awarded  the  only  gold  medal  for  cod-liver  oil  in  the  Phar- 
maceutical Section  of  the  International  Exhibition  held  at 
Stockholm  this  year. 

Messes.  Botwbight  &  Grey,  of  13  Spencer  Street, 
Clerkenwell,  have  published  a  wholesale  price-list  of  spectacles 
and  other  optical  instruments.  The  book  is  of  special  value 
to  chemists  who  have  taken  up  the  sale  of  spectacles,  on 
account  of  the  treatise  which  it  contains  on  "  Defective  Sight 
and  Optical  Correction,''  which,  in  a  necessarily  brief  form, 
admirably  summarises  the  science  of  ejesight  and  of  defects 
of  vision  necessary  to  the  dealer.  This  is  written  by  Mr. 
W.  D.  Mason,  and  revised  by  Mr.  Arthur  Ernest  Grey. 

Ross  (Limited),  the  opticians  and  scientific  instrument- 
makers,  of  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  have  .-just  issued  their 
quarto  catalogue  for  1897-8.  It  is  a  remarkable  production, 
for  it  contains  illustrations  and  descriptions  of  most  optical 
instruments  (cameras  and  microscopes  especially),  and  ex- 
tending to  160  pages.  The  information  given  regarding 
apparatus  is  much  fuller  than  is  generally  given  in  trade- 
catalogues,  and  the  specifications  are  a  feature  of  decided 
value  to  purchasers.  Several  wonderful  examples  of  work 
done  by  Ross  cameras  and  lenses  are  included,  and  we  also 
observe  a  list  of  Suter's  micro-photo  slides,  which  contain 
many  items  which  particularly  interest  chemists — e.g.,  a 
series  of  portraits  of  famous  chemists  and  scientists,  same 
four  to  the  slide,  others  one. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  rptail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  are 
inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  Whittaker  Ashworth  has  opened  a  new  pharmacy 
at  118  Rawson  Road,  Seaforth. 

Me.  H.  Mills,  shop- fitter,  has  removed  from  203  City  Road 
to  163-5  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Me.  Waltee  Richaed  Mitchell,  late  of  49  St.  Stephen's 
Avenue,  Shepherd's  Bush,  has  established  a  new  chemist's 
and  druggist's  business  at  63  Abbeville  Road,  Clapham  Park. 

Messes.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Madras,  have 
sold  their  Bangalore  branch  to  a  couple  of  local  business 
men,  who  have  taken  over  the  firm's  new  building  on  South 
Parade. 

C-  D 
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"SANITAS"  EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 

Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Candles, 

Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers, 

Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 

Mercuric  Bactericide,   Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate)  n_i,,x,i„  «_«„„_«.. 
Permanganate  of  Potash.  [  Soluble  Antiseptic 
Carbolic  Acid  )  -Tenets. 

"  Okol "  and  "  Oreocide  "  Fluids  and  Powders ;  Chloride  of  Zino  ;  Oarbolio 
Fluids,  Powders,  Acid,  and  Soaps;  Soluble  Oarbolated  Creosote;  Moth 
Paper ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sh6ep  Dips,  &o. 


E  SANITAS  CO.,  LIM 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 


"The  water  is  of  exquisite 
organic  purity,  and  the 
quality  of  the  gas  is  excel- 
lent."— J.  Alfred  Wankltn 
M.R.O.S.,  Prof,  of  Ohem. 


"Absolutely  Pure." — 
A.  Uee,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
I/.  Thompson,  M.R.S., 
Analytical  Chemists. 


TABL 
WAT 


Sole  Address —  [2] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 

pummmr  m  enqland. 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  fee. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


TABLE 


Analysis,  &c,  oa 
Application. 


R,  M,  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
City  Agents,  RAJS  &  CO.,  6  Railway  Place,  Eenchurch  Street,  E.G. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &o. 

HORA  &  CO. 

47  MINORIES,  LONDON, 

Special  Agents  for  Finest  Brands 

1 LIVEE  OIL 


Sample  and  Price  on  application,  stating 
quantity  required. 


JOHN  moss  &  CO.'S 

'ERFECTED  "GALEN" 
ELASTIC  CAPSULES. 


Free  from  taste  or 
Quite  full.  Contenta 


Elegant  in  appearance  and  shape, 
smell.  Do  not  pit.  Eeadily  soluble, 
pure  and  of  the  highest  quality. 

xnr  BuiyR  or  boxes. 

Customer's  own  Name  and  Address  on  Labels  if  desired. 

Apply  for  Samples  and  Prices  before  Buying  elsewhere. 

THE  GALEN  MAN'F'G  CO.,  Lim. 

Wilson  Street,  New   Cross  Road,  S.E. 


C 0  CA TON  I C CH AMPAGtlE; 


Prepared  and  .bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Bouzy-Beims,  from  the  finest  Natural- 
Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  nui  from  Cocaine. 

We  supply  "  Coca-Tonic"  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 

For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors — 
HERTZ  &  COLLIWGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON,  B.C. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.G. 


"THE    LITTLE    ILLS    OF    LIFE    ARE  HARDEST 
TO  BEAR." 

The  little  ills  of  pharmacy  are  unknown  to  those  who 
use 

f  letters'  Concentrated  £lquor$c 


THE    PHARMACEUTICAL  WEAK 
SPOT. 

Three  exceptional  things  happened  at  the  reopening  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  School  on  Monday,  viz.  :— 

Mr  Perredes,  on  advancing  to  the  presidential  table  to 
receive  a  bronze  medal  and  certificate,  was  greeted  with 
heartier  applause  than  any  other  School  student,  and  the 
heartier  part  of  the  applause  came,  nofc  from  the  behoof 
students,  but  from  the  members  of  the  Society.  It  happens- 
that  Mr.  Perredes  has  recently  severely  criticised  the  educa- 
tion in  the  Society's  School,  and  although  several  of  his. 
fellow-students  have  replied  and  he  has  re-entered  the 
School,  his  criticism  stands,  and  such  of  the  members  as 
attend  the  Square  meetings  applaud  him  for  it.  Which  is. 
significant. 

The  Dean  of  the  School,  in  his  report,  stated  that  the  staff 
were  satisfied  that  the  extension  of  the  curriculum  was 
right,  but  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  it  was  a 
success.    This  is  exceedingly  significant. 
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Professor  McLeod,  in  the  course  of  his  address,  mentioned 
that  when  he  and  Professor  P.  F.  Prankland  were  appointed 
examiners  they  found  that  Minor  candidates  could  do 
volumetric  operations  admirably  and  accurately,  but  a  little 
experience  showed  the  examiners  that  the  candidates  did  not 
understand  the  principle  of  the  thing,  so  the  examiners  gave 
the  candidates  volumetric  solutions  to  make,  and  teachers 
and  students  have  proved  equal  to  this.  Then  the  examiners 
asked  the  candidates  to  make  standard  solutions  from  impure 
salts,  and  they  are  gradually  working  up  to  perfection  in 
this.  The  significance  of  this  statement  is  that  the  doing  of 
volumetric  analysis  accurately  is  all  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  has  demanded  of  Minor  candidates, 
and  what  Professors  Frankland  and  McLeod  have  added 
thereunto  is  unauthorised,  if  not  illegal  and  unfair. 

In  these  three  things  it  is  not  difficult  to  detect  the 
expression  of  the  troubles  which  are  at  present,  and  have 
for  some  years  i'cen,  affecting  the  younger  branch  of  the 
drug-trade.  It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  closely  the  charge 
made  by  Mr.  Perredes  against  the  Society's  School  curriculum 
and  staff,  because  the  School  has  not  the  influence  upon  the 
drug-trade  which  it  once  had,  and  is  not  doing  a  twentieth 
of  the  pharmaceutical  education  which  is  now  being  done 
in  Great  Britain.  Its  influence  is  more  that  of  tradition 
than  of  present  performance;  and  the  success  of  its  alumni 
is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  an  exceptionally  large 
proportion  of  them  are  above  the  average  in  talent,  while 
they  have  to  back  them,  when  they  go  out  into  the  world, 
all  the  influence  of  an  historic  Society  with  officers  who 
are  in  the  front  rank  of  the  trade.  When,  therefore, 
one  of  the  best  students  comes  forward  and  declares 
that  the  education  provided  comes  far  short  of  the  pro- 
spectus declarations,  and  there  is  no  serious  refutation 
of  the  statement,  it  seems  time  for  the  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  consider  if  the  thousand 
or  more  which  the  School  costs  annually  cannot  be  more 
profitably  spent  than  in  giving  an  unappreciated  education 
to  about  half-a-hundred  youths.  Consideration  should  at 
the  same  time  be  given  to  Professor  McLeod's  admission 
regarding  the  chemistry  of  the  Minor  examination.  AVe  do 
not  say  that  what  he  and  Professor  Frankland  have  done  is 
not  a  desirable  thing  in  the  abstract,  but  such  freedom  of 
will  carried  into  each  of  the  six  subjects  of  the  examination 
spells  "  disaster  "  to  the  candidates,  who,  we  again  submit, 
are  overburdened  with  a  multiplicity  of  subjects  which  have 
to  be  passed  at  one  time.  The  opinion  is  now  becoming 
general,  even  amongst  those  who  have  experience  of  the 
Society's  examinations,  that  the  Minor  is  being  raised  un- 
necessarily high,  and  yet  we  do  not  appear  to  be  producing 
men  whose  qualifications  for  the  drug-trade  are  propor- 
tionately higher.  Nor  do  we  find  in  the  examination 
schedule,  nor  even  in  the  examinerial  extensions  of  it,  any- 
thing which  a  chemist  and  druggist  should  not  know. 
Where  is  the  weak  spot?  We  believe  it  to  be  in  keeping 
back  examination  in  the  whole  of  the  subjects  for  the 
statutory  qualification  until  the  twenty-first  year.  Conse- 
quent upon  that  90  per  cent,  of  young  pharmacists  do  little 
desultory  and  no  serious  study  until  they  are  out  of 
their  teens,  then  they  and  teachers  find  that  they  have  a  great 
deal  to  press  into  a  six  months'  course — which,  we  are  well 
informed,  is  the  average  period  of  school  study  for  the  Minor. 
What  is  wanted  is  an  intermediate  examination  in  elementary 
botany  and  chemistry,  pharmacy,  and  pharmaceutical  Latin, 
to  be  conducted  in  writing,  and  to  which  candidates  would 
be  eligible  on  and  after  their  eighteenth  'birthday,  and  at 
least  one  year  before  entering  for  the  Minor  examination. 
The  Intermediate  examination  should  carry  with  it  no  quali- 
cation  and  no  certificate,  but  should  be  considered,  as  the 
"First"  is,  a  preliminary  step  to  the  Minor.  The  immediate 
effect  of  such  an  examination  would  be  that  apprentices 


generally  would  learn  elementary  science,  and  young  men 
would  enter  upon  their  serious  Minor  studies  in  a  school 
with  some  understanding  of  the  subjects  which  are  to  be' 
treated.  If  the  Government  certificates  in  elementary 
chemistry  and  botany  were  accepted  fur  the  Intermediate 
examination  pro  tanto,  a  decided  stimulus  would  be  given  to 
pre-Minor  studies,  and  the  production  of  qualified  men 
whose  scientific  training  is  known  to  have  extended  over  at 
least  two  years  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  public.  We 
believe  the  extension  of  the  curriculum  at  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  to  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction;  but  as  it 
affects  only  about  5  per  cent,  of  students  of  pharmacy-  in 
Great  Britain,  something  more  is  wanted,  and  that  will  be 
i  found  in  encouragement  of  study  during  adolescence.  All 
schemes  hitherto  tried  have  failed.  Examination  never  lias, 
and  it  is  worth  trying  now. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  POSSIBILITIES. 

The  exhibition  of  the  photographic  salon  now  open  in  the 
Dudley  Gallery,  Piccadilly,  has  in  it  many  peculiarities 
which  will  stimulate  derision  and  evoke  praise,  according  to 
whether  one  is  Eoyalist  or  Linked-ringest  in  sympathies ; 
but  those  who  are  neither  soon  forget  the  packing-sheet  wall- 
decoration  and  timber-yard  of  frames  in  appreciation  of  the 
quite  marvellous  examples  of  new  photographic  methods 
which  are  exhibited.  Pharmacists  have  always  taken  so 
keen  an  interest  in  the  development  of  photographic  pro- 
cesses that  no  excuse  is  necessary  for  calling  their  special 
attention  to  the  salon  exhibits.  This  year  there  are  more 
examples  of  gum-bichromate  work  than  have  ever  been 
brought  together  before;  it  is  almost  uniformly  excellent, 
and  there  are  half-a-dozen  or  so  pictures  in  colours  which  are 
a  revelation  of  a  new  territory  for  the  chemist  to  explore. 
The  first  picture  in  the  latter  class  that  is  notable  is  a 
bunch  of  fruit  in  natural  colours,  by  Mr.  Heinrich  Kiihn,  of 
Innsbruck,  the  tone  of  which  example  resembles  that  of 
similar  "  still-life  "  pictures  by  old  masters,  but  in  this  case 
we  have  a  paper  print  from  an  ordinary  negative  of  the 
subject.  Next  comes  "An  Orchard,"  by  Dr.  Hugo  Henneberg, 
of  Vienna,  and  two  other  pictures  by  the  same  jjhotographer 
so  rich  in  variety  of  colour  (particularly  the  one  entitled 
"After  Sunset")  that  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  they  have 
not  come  from  a  painter's  easel.  Besides  these  are  a  number 
of  photographs  in  monochrome — reds,  greens,  browns, 
blacks,  and  blues— which  are  so  far  ahead  of  metallic-toned 
prints  that  there  must  be  a  future  for  such  work.  We 
understand  that  the  pictures  of  this  group  are  made  by  what 
is  known  as  the  gum-bichromate  process,  which  is  not 
exactly  new,  for  it  had  its  beginning  with  Fox  Talbot's  ckrorn- 
gelatine  prints  of  half  a  century  ago,  but  was  elaborated  by 
Poitevin,  successfully  realised  by  Swan  in  his  carbon  process, 
and  has  been  greatly  modified  within  the  past  decade, 
especially  by  M.  Puyo,  of  Paris,  from  whose  studio  a  number 
of  examples  are  on  view  in  the  Dudley  Gallery.  The  process 
as  now  worked  is  simplicity  itself  in  theory.  A  mixture  is 
made  of  an  insoluble  pigment — e.g.,  lampblack,  Prussian 
blue,  chrome-green,  umber,  &c. — and  acacia  mucilage,  and  a 
thin  coating  of  this  is  laid  upon  a  good  unglazed  rag-paper, 
ithcr  previously  scaked  in  potassium-bichrcmate  solution 
and  dried,  or  afterwards  treated  with  the  bichromate  from 
the  back.  At  first  the  bichromate  was  mixed  with  the 
mucilage,  but  that  is  troublesome  and  not  a  successful  way. 
On  exposure  to  light  under  a  negative  the  parts  of  the  paper 
acted  upon  by  the  light  have  their  gum  coating  changed  to 
an  insoluble  mass,  and  this  is  found  to  taper  off  with  the 
gradations  of  light  and  shade.  To  develop  the  image  on 
the  paper  all  that  is  required  is  to  wash  it  in  a  stream  of 
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water,  when  the  soluble  parts  are  washed  away,  and  the 
insoluble  remain  adherent  to  the  paper  with  the  particles  of 
pigment.  From  the  nature  of  the  method  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  is  almost  the  opposite  of  printing  on  ordinary 
sensitised-coated  paper,  where  we  have  a  film  which  is  most 
acted  upon  furthest  from  the  paper.  In  the  gum-bichromate 
process  the  stratum  of  film  next  to  the  paper  is  that  which 
is  acted  upon  by  the  light.  As  experience  with  the  process 
grew  its  exponents  have  found  that  the  sensitive  film  they 
were  working  with  was  more  amenable  to  artistic  treatment 
than  silver-sensitised  films  of  gelatine  or  collodion.  The 
treatment  is  chemical  and  mechanical,  and  touching-up  of 
the  print  by  the  brush  is  eschewed.  AVater-washing  has, 
we  are  told,  more  to  do  with  novel  effects  than  anything 
else,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  that  the  chromatcd 
colloid  may  be  made  to  yield  to  the  water-brush  as  the 
photographer  desires,  especially  if  the  temperature  of  the 
water  is  varied  within  limits  of,  say,  50°  F.  to  100°  F.  It  is 
upon  this  mainly  that  the  production  of  such  colour-photo- 
graphs as  those  now  exhibited  depends.  The  photographer 
chooses  the  colours  which  he  thinks  are  embodied  in  his 
subject,  makes  separate  mixtures  of  these  with  acacia 
mucilage,  and  applies  them  one  by  one  alongside  each 
other  or  upon  each  other  (the  exact  method  is  at  present  a 
secret),  exposes  the  dried  film  under  his  negative,  and  then 
by  a  judicious  stream  of  water  washes  away  what  he  does 
not  require.  We  are  told  that  the  negatives  are  "faked" 
and  the  prints  likewise,  but  it  is  denied  that  chemical  and 
mechanical  treatment  is  faking,  since  these  are  the  sole 
means  {e.g.,  toning)  employed  to  make  an  ordinary  photo- 
graph look  well.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that  in 
photography,  where  the  technique  is  so  conservative,  there 
is  a  distinct  inclination  to  treat  progressive  steps  as  foreign 
to  the  art.  We  judge  by  the  results,  and  these  as  exhibited  in 
the  Dudley  Gallery  are  so  excellent  and  novel  that  they  are 
bound  to  have  an  influence  upon  general  photography  in  the 
near  future.  We  by  no  means  commend  everything  in  this 
line  in  the  salon — there  are  masters  and  tyros  in  the  craft — 
but  the  exhibition  as  a  whole  sustains  the  declaration  of  the 
linked  Ring  who  promote,  viz. : — 

Photography  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  subtleties  of  pictorial 
effect ;  that  it  may  aim  at  a  high  expression  of  decorative  value ; 
"that  it  may  be  suggestive  rather  than  purely  imitative  ;  that  it  is 
not  to  be  bound  down  by  any  rule  of  accuracy  of  definition  ;  that 
the  capability  of  producing  a  documentary  fact  does  not  preclude 
the  power  of  exercising  fancy  and  imagination ;  and  that  an 
indissoluble  connection  with  the  abstruse  mysteries  of  chemistry, 
optics,  and  mathematics  is,  for  pictorial  work,  very  slight  indeed. 

These  are  the  main  considerations  for  the  majority  of  photo- 
graphers ;  but  there  are  a  few  who  by  their  knowledge  of 
chemistry  have  made  the  pictorial  effects  possible,  and  that 
is  where  chemists  may  assist  the  new  school. 


A  SHORT  WAY  WITH  CLUB  DOCTORS. 

Club  doctors  and  co-operative  dispensaries  are  an  ever- 
-present grievance  in  the  medical  profession  of  this  country, 
and  nobody  knows  exactly  what  to  do  about  them.  They 
cut  prices  for  medicine  and  medical  attendance,  but  the 
Medical  Council  can  hardly  bring  itself  to  declare  that 
association  with  one  of  these  societies  is  infamous  conduct 
in  a  professional  or  any  other  sense.  This,  however,  is 
exactly  what  Mr.  Victor  Horsley  says  he  will  advocate  if 
elected  to  the  Council.  He  is  reported  in  the  Times  to  have 
declared  that  l;  if  elected  he  would  move  in  the  Council  that 
anyone  joining  a  medical  aid  association,  members  of  which 
were  collected  by  touts  and  canvassers,  should  be  dealt  with 
as  being  guilty  of  conduct  deemed  '  infamous  in  a  profes- 
sional respect.'  "  Curiously  enough,  at  this  very  time  a 
similar  experiment  is  being  made  in  Canada.    The  Quebec 
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College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  has  just  issued  a  decree, 
prohibiting  doctors  from  accepting  positions  as  phy- 
sicians of  charitable  or  benefit  societies,  under  pain  of 
withdrawal  of  the  privilege  to  practise.  The  decision  is 
stated  to  have  created  great  excitement,  and  will  be  bitterly 
opposed  by  the  friendly  societies.  They  have  already  begun 
to  organise  a  protest  to  the  provincial  Government,  which 
has  to  sanction  the  regulation  before  it  goes  into  effect. 

THE  MEDICINE-STAMP  REVENUE. 

The  subjoined  diagram  shows  the  gradual  growth  of  the 
medicine-stamp  revenue  from  1860  to  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1897.  Each  vertical  line  represents  a  year,  and 
each  horizontal  line  corresponds  with  10,00OZ.  Medicine- 
stamps  in  1860  yielded  a  revenue  of  43,692/.,  last  year  they 


had  risen  to  the  highest  point  ever  touched — namely, 
254,726/.  To  get  at  the  probable  amount  of  the  trade  done 
in  these  articles  it  is  only  necessary  to  multiply  the  stamp- 
revenue  by  five,  which  would  give  approximately  the  amount 
turned  over  by  the  proprietors  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  total  thus  obtained  refers  to  stamped  medicines 
only. 

THE  SILENT  PROFESSION. 

There  must  be  a  new  man  for  the  medical  articles  in  the 
Times.  That  journal  concludes  some  very  platitudinarian 
comments  on  the  addresses  at  the  medical  schools  by  certain 
comments  which  are  unintentionally  amusing.  "  The  truth 
is,"  says  the  Times,  "  that  the  position  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  England  is  one  which  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  practitioners,  but  also 
from  that  of  the  public."  Is  there  any  profession  for  which 
the  same  inane  remark  may  not  be  made  ?  Then  we  are  told 
that  the  profession  as  a  body  is  not  esteemed  as  it  should 
be,  and  it  is  suggested  that  its  members  are  themselves  to 
blame  for  the  condition  into  which  things  have  been  suffered 
to  drift.  That  we  do  not  venture  to  dispute,  but  our  reason 
for  agreeing  with  the  dictum  would  be  a  very  different  one 
from  that  which  the  Times  writer  offers.  In  his  view  the 
doctors  are  too  modest. 

Wisdom  is  too  often  disregarded,  even  when  crying  aloud ; 
but  she  is  sure  to  be  disregarded  if  she  keeps  silence,  and 
the  medical  profession  as  a  body  has  taken  no  pains  to 
establish  and  defend  its  position. 

If  there  is  one  class  of  men  who  more  than  another  are 
everlastingly  clamouring  for  more  recognition,  more  rights, 
more  privileges,  it  is  these  doctors.  If  their  wisdom  is  not 
more  conspicuous  than  their  silence  it  does  not  amount  to 
much.    Their  position,  according  to  this  apologist, 

is  assailed,  not  avowedly,  but  indirectly,  from  a  great 
many  quarters.  Sciolists  masquerading  as  philosophers, 
smatterers  too  ignorant  even  to  be  aware  of  their  ignorance, 
are  constantly  accustomed  to  deliver  themselves  in  print  of 
what  they  call  their  opinions  on  medical  questions.  No 
quack  is  too  dense  a  blockhead  or  too  gross  a  swindler  to  be 
petted  and  advertised  by  some  fashionable  lady.  The  whole 
enormous  system  of  quack  medicines  and  quack  advertise- 
ments is  conducted  on  the  lines  of  implied  disparagement  of 
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doctors ;  and  druggists,  who  sell  the  advertised  preparations 
at  a  large  profit,  lend  a  great,  if  but  a  tacit,  influence  in 
the  same  direction.  In  the  meanwhile  the  profession  as  a 
whole  keeps  silence. 

The  silent,  suffering,  self-sacrificing  profession  is  almost  as 
successful  a  feat  of  imagination  as  "the  large  profit"  for 
which  the  druggists  lend  their  great,  but  tacit,  influence  to 
the  enormous  system  of  quack  medicines. 

THE   NEW  LONDON  MATRIC. 

Under  the  revised  regulations  for  examination  for  degrees 
in  science  at  the  London  University,  which  will  come  into 
force  at  the  beginning  of  1899,  the  subjects  for  matriculation 
are  Latin,  English,  mathematics,  general  elementary  science 
(a  new  subject),  and  any  one  of  the  following  languages  or 
sciences  : — Greek  ;  French  ;  German  ;  Sanskrit ;  Arabic  ; 
elementary  mechanics  ;  elementary  chemistry  ;  elementary 
sound,  heat,  and  light ;  elementary  magnetism  and  elec- 
tricity ;  elementary  botany.  The  new  subject  is  to  comprise 
a  knowledge  of  the  physical  and  chemical  properties  of 
matter,  and  the  subject  will  be  treated,  wherever  possible, 
from  an  experimental  point  of  view,  numerical  examples  or 
problems  being  restricted  to  very  simple  calculations.  In 
the  intermediate  examination  in  science  candidates  will 
only  be  required  to  take  up  three  of  the  following  subjects, 
viz. : — (1)  Pure  and  mixed  mathematics,  (2)  experimental 
physics,  (3)  inorganic  chemistry,  and  (4)  botany  and  zoology. 
It  will  thus  be  possible  for  students  of  physical  science  to 
obtain  a  pass  or  take  honours  without  studying  the  biological 
subjects ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  biological  students  will 
not  need  to  take  up  mathematics.  For  the  final  B.Sc. 
examination  eight  subjects  are  given,  and  candidates  will 
be  examined  in  any  three  of  them.  The  subjects  are:— 
Pure  mathematics,  mixed  mathematics,  experimental  physics, 
chemistry,  botany,  zoology,  animal  physiology,  geology,  and 
physical  geography.  These  alterations  should  make  it  easier, 
on  the  whole,  for  pharmaceutical  chemists  to  obtain  the 
degree. 

THE  APOTHECARIES'  ASSISTANTS'  EXAMINATION. 

Candidates  for  this  examination  have  for  some  time  past 
been  warned  that  changes  would  be  made  in  this  examina- 
tion, commonly  called  the  "  Minor  Consolation  Examination," 
and  now  the  regulations  for  1898  may  be  obtained.  The 
chief  changes  are  in  the  time  of  year,  time  of  day,  and  fee. 
First,  where  formerly  the  examination  was  held  in  alternate 
months,  beginning  in  January,  it  will  in  future  be  held  four 
times  a  year  only — viz.,  January,  April,  July,  and  October — 
and  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  as  heretofore.  Secondly,  the 
time  of  day  is  fixed  for  10  a.m.  for  the  practical  portion, 
and  2  P.M.  for  the  vivd-voce  part,  thus  enabling  country 
students  to  get  back  again  at  a  reasonable  hour  on  the  same 
day  if  they  so  desire  it.  Thirdly,  the  fee  has  been  raised 
from  two  to  three  guineas,  but  the  re- examination  fee  of 
one  guinea  remains  the  same.  No  time  is  mentioned  when 
rejected  candidates  can  come  up  again — presumably  they 
may  attend  each  examination  until  successful.  No  limit  is 
put  upon  the  number  of  times  the  latter  fee  shall  be  paid. 
Greater  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  subject  of  chemistry, 
especially  the  preparation,  properties,  and  tests  of  certain 
common  pharmacopoeial  chemicals,  and  more  emphasis  is  now 
to  be  placed  upon  the  recognition  of  common  drugs,  chemicals, 
and  their  preparations.  The  list  containing  all  these  remains 
the  same  as  formerly.  The  apothecaries'  assistants'  certifi- 
cate, we  are  told,  is  a  favourite  qualification  for  lady  dis- 
pensers and  others  who  do  not  soar  to  "Minor  "  heights. 

ISAAC  GORDON,  MONEY-LENDER,  AND  THE  DOCTOR. 

Our  bankruptcy  reports  have  several  times  lately  contained 
references  to  professional  money-lenders  who  have  figured  as 
creditors,  and  in  this  connection  the  report  of  the  meeting  of 


creditors  of  a  doctor  at  Oxford  is  worth  noting  as  a  warning 
to  anybody  who  may  be  disposed  to  listen  to  the  seductions 
of  these  gentry  in  moments  of  difficulty.  The  doctor  had 
absconded,  but  the  Official  Receiver  said  it  did  not  appear  that 
lie  had  been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  the  criminal  law,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  had  left  Oxford  simply  because  he  did  not  wish 
to  face  his  public  examination  and  the  exposure  of  his  affairs 
as  to  money-lending  transactions  with  the  notorious  money- 
lender, Isaac  Gordon,  who,  it  may  be  mentioned,  was  the 
petitioning  creditor.  The  doctor  had  received  in  cash 
2.442Z.  10s.  from  Gordon,  and  repaid  principal-moneys 
amounting  to  1,702/.  10s.,  and  interest  on  cash  advanced, 
3,234/.  8s.  Qd.  There  still  remained  due  to  Gordon  on  judg- 
ments the  sum  of  1,443/.  lis.  Gd.  The  interest  ranged  from 
133  to  1,200  per  cent.  The  bankrupt  had  been  worried  by 
Gordon  for  his[money.  This  is  a  specimen  of  Gordon's  amiable 
correspondence : — 

I  return  you  the  four  bills  you  have  sent  me  yesterday  here- 
with, as  I  cannot  take  any  more  of  your  bills.  Neither  can  I 
renew  the  two  bills,  one  for  200/.  and  one  for  55/.,  dnc  the  3rd  and 
15th  respectively.  You  have  given  me  a  lot  of  trouble  lately,  ami 
humbugged  me  about  considerably,  and  I  am  determined  not  to  be 
humbugged  about  by  you  any  longer,  and  if  I  do  not  have  all  the 
bills  that  are  due  paid  off  or  renewed,  and  the  interest  paid  in 
cash,  as  well  as  the  several  cheques  of  yours  I  have  redeemed  by 
12  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  writ  will  immediately  issue,  and 
you  will  get  the  bailiffs,  and  also  be  sold  up  stick  and  stock,  and 
also  be  made  bankrupt  properly,  if  necessary,  as  I  really  cannot 
stand  you  any  longer.  You  have  done  nothing  but  humbug  and 
disappoint  me  for  the  past  twelve  days  with  different  tale  and 
story  every  day,  which  will  not  be  permitted  or  tolerated  hence- 
forth, and  you  may  rest  assured  that  if  all  that  is  due  to  me  is  not 
put  straight  by  12  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  the  18th  inst. ,  the 
above  threats  will  be  carried  out  to  the  very  letter,  and  you  will 
not  be  able  to  go  on  for  many  more  days,  as  I  am  determined  not 
to  be  humbugged  by  you  any  more,  or  to  stand  you  or  your  plans 
any  longer.  You  may  take  this  as  your  dead  and  last  chance. 
Money  must  be  forthcoming  on  Monday  to  pay  all  my  claims 
against  you.  Promises,  excuses,  &c,  will  not  any  more  be  accepted 
or  tolerated,  neither  will  any  of  your  telegrams  be  noticed  or  any 
cheques  whatsoever  be  taken  again  in  payment  off  you,  as  I  have 
had  quite  enough  of  you  and  of  your  worthless,  rubbishing 
cheques,  and  you  may  take  this  as  the  final  time  that  I  will  com- 
municate with  you  on  the  subject. 

If  Isaac  catches  any  chemist  after  this,  it  will  surely  be  the 
chemist's  own  fan.lt. 

CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

We  hear  that  the  rooms  which  this  Association  have 
obtained  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  are  exceedingly  comfort- 
able, and  there  is  a  prospect  that  they  may  draw  a  larger 
number  of  members  to  the  meetings  than  has  been  the  case 
this  past  few  winters.  At  all  events,  the  Council  have 
ensured  that  the  members  shall  have  all  the  comforts  of  a 
club  for  at  least  one  night  a  week  during  the  winter,  and 
that  for  a  subscription  of  5s.  The  session  began  this  week 
(Thursday),  when  Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor  delivered  the 
inaugural  address.  Next  Thursday,  the  14th,  the  annual 
smoking-concert  is  to  be  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  A.  L.  Savory  is  to  act  as 
Chairman  ;  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas,  "  of  Bell's,-'  is  to  occupy 
the  vice-chair.  The  programme  is  to  be  good.  Tickets 
(Is.  each)  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Hill,  Hamp- 
den House,  N.W.,  or  from  any  member  of  the  Council.  The 
programme  of  the  Association  is  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this 
issue,  and  it  promises  an  interesting  and  instructive  session 
The  Secretaries  are  Messrs.  F.  W.  Gamble  and  Geo.  E. 
Pearson  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  and  any  metropolitan  or 
provincial  assistant  who  wishes  to  participate  in  the  work  of 
the  Association  has  merely  tc  communicate  with  them. 


At  a  chemist's  in  the  West  of  Ireland  there  is  a  notice  in 
the  window  to  the  effect  that  all  descriptions  of  mineral 
waters  may  be  had,  and  an  "N.B."  saying,  "  We  continue  to 
keep  on  hand  imported  waters  of  our  own  manufacture." 
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IMPORTANT  ALLEGED  POISON  IN  PATENT 
MEDICINE  PROSECUTION. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  Monday,  before  Mr.  Lushing- 
ton,  Mr.  Joseph  Wallace,  of  4  Albany  Terrace,  Regent's 
Park,  -who  was  represented  by  Mr.  Schultz  Young,  solicitor, 
appeared  in  answer  to  a  summons  taken  out  by  the  Treasury 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  -1868.  Mr.  Bodkin,  barrister, 
represented  the  Treasury,  and  prosecuted,  a  representative 
being  in  attendance  to  watch  the  case  for  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society. 

The  learned  counsel,  in  briefly  stating  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  said  the  summonses  were  taken  out  under  the 
17th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  which  created  as 
an  offence  the  sale  of  poison  to  a  person  unknown  to  the 
vendor  without  its  being  labelled  "  Poison,"  and  without  an 
entry  being  made  in  the  book  prescribed  for  that  purpose. 
On  June  11  last  John  Partridge  went  to  the  private  house 
of  the  defendant,  and.  seeing  a  lady  there,  purchased  of  her 
the  bottle,  which  would  be  produced,  described  as  "  Wallace's 
Specific  No.  1."  But,  having  no  poison-label,  and  though 
the  purchaser  was  unknown  to  the  seller,  the  prescribed 
entry  in  defendant's  book  was  not  made.  The  contents  of 
the  bottle,  on  being  analysed  by  Dr.  Luff,  proved  to  include 
J^j  gr.  of  aconitine — a  poison  of  an  extremely  dangerous 
character. 

To  prove  these  facts  he  called  Mr.  Partridge,  and, 
following  him,  Mr.  Francis  Rodwell,  who  said  he  called  at 
defendant's  house  in  November  last,  by  instructions  from 
the  Treasury,  to  see  him  and  inquire  if  he  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  "  Wallace's  Specifics."  Seeing  the  defendant,  and 
putting  the  question  to  him,  he  said  he  was  both  the  pro- 
prietor and  the  maker  of  a  series  of  "  Wallace's  Specifics," 
.and  handed  him  a  printed  list  of  them.  Though  technically 
it  was  a  poison,  practically  it  was  not,  defendant  told  him  ; 
and  to  demonstrate  this  to  witness,  before  he  had  time  to 
stop  him,  defendant  swallowed  a  bottle — -(much  laughter) 
— well,  he  swallowed  the  contents  of  one.  There  was 
whisky  in  it,  defendant  told  witness,  and  that  was  the  worst 
part  of  it. 

Mr.  Young  :  Did  he  drop  down  dead  ? — Oh,  no. 
Or'seeni  any  the  worse  1 — No. 

Dr.  Luff,  toxicologist,  and  one  of  the  official  analysts  to 
the  Home  Office,  proved  analysing  the  contents  of  the  bottle, 
which  was  a  fluid  ounce,  and  finding  it  to  contain  Jg  gr.  of 
aconitine.  The  British  Pharmacopoeia  preparation  would 
contain  -}z  gr.,  and  it  was  estimated  that  ^  oz.  of  this  would 
be  fatal  in  certain  cases,  such  as  weak  heart,  though  in  some 
cases  it  might  be  beneficial.  The  witness  gave  details  of  his 
mode  of  testing  the  liquid,  including  trying  it  on  a  mouse, 
which  died,  and  placing  some  of  it,  diluted,  on  his  own 
tongue,  when  it  produced  numbness,  as  he  expected  it 
to  do. 

In  cross-examination,  witness  said  though  what  he  dis- 
covered in  the  bottle  was  an  alkaloidal  mixture  it  was  of  the 
same  strength  as  aconitine,  and  he  had  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  J5  gr.  which  he  found  was  aconitine.  He  was 
further  asked  the  effect  of  boiling  on  the  aconitine,  and 
some  similar  questions  bearing  on  its  properties.  He  had, 
•he  further  said,  read  defendant's  specification,  but  had  not 
attempted  to  make  anything  from  it ;  and  was  re-examined 
•on  the  proportion  of  aconitine  to  aconite-root  as  stated  in 
the  specification  as  approximating  to  what  he  found.  There 
were  other  alkaloids  of  a  less  poisonous  character  than 
aconitine  extractable  from  the  root.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  what  he  found  was  a  preparation  from  aconite. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Young  said  he  was  not  going  to  raise 
more  technical  objections  than  necessary.  Without  saying 
whether  the  Act  of  Parliament  was  intended  to  be  levelled, 
against  a  person  like  Mr.  Wallace,  he  submitted  that  sec- 
tion 16  of  the-  Act  destroyed  the  ground  of  complaint  if 
Schedule  A  were  relied  upon,  it  being  provided  that  it 
should  not  extend  to  a  legally  qualified  apothecary,  nor  to 
the  maker  or  dealer  in  patent  medicines.  Mr.  Bodkin  said 
section  16  only  referred  to  the  sections  which  preceded  it. 
Mr.  Young  added  that  it'  had  not  even  been  attempted  to 
prove  that  the  sale  was  made  either  by  an  apprentice  or  a 
servant ;  if  that  had  been  so,  the  prosecution  must  be 


against  the  actual  seller.  The  real  point  of  the  defence  was 
that  the  bottle  actually  sold  contained  no  poison.  The  witness 
Rodwell  was  sent  to  defendant's  house  consequent  on  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  Treasury,  who  had  been  asked  to  allow 
an  independent  analyst  to  analyse  the  defendant's  specific, 
but,  whilst  they  would  not  do  this,  they  sent  Rodwell  to  seal 
up  a  number  of  bottles  in  defendant's  stock.  Defendant  had 
had  some  of  this  common  stock  analysed,  and  the  contents 
had  been  actually  taken  by  witnesses  who  experienced  no  ill 
results.  This  analysis  had  been  made  by  two  analysts,  one 
of  them  no  less  eminent  than  Dr.  Luff — namely.  Dr.  Winter 
Blyth — who  had  also  the  advantage  over  Dr.  Luff  in  that  he 
had  actually  make  up  the  mixture  according  to  the  defend- 
ant's specification,  and  he  found  the  process  result  in  the 
destruction  of  all  poison  in  the  mixture  of  Specific  No.  1. 
Another  point  in  defendant's  favour  was  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  who  always  opposed  the  grant  of  patents 
when  they  found  them  to  contain  any  scheduled  poison,  had 
allowed  this  specification  to  pass  unopposed. 

Before  calling  the  witnesses  for  the  defendant,  the  Magis- 
trate adjourned  the  hearing  to  a  convenient  day,  to  be 
named,  to  enable  independent  analyses  to  be  made  of  the 
mixture,  as  to  ^which  Mr.  Bodkin  said  it  was  a  purely 
academical  question,  and  could  make  no  difference  in  the 
result ;  but  Mr.  Lushington  said  he  thought  independent 
analyses  would  be  more  satisfactory. 


STORING  BENZOLINE. 
As  a  result  of  the  fatal  explosion  of  benzoline  at  Lancaster 
caused  by  rubbing  grease-spots  from  some  clothing,  Thos. 
Kewley,  of  that  town,  was  on  Saturday  charged  with 
keeping  a  larger  quantity  of  benzoline  than  allowed  by  law, 
and  not  having  the  same  in  earthenware  or  glass  vessels 
securely  stopped  that  did  not  contain  more  than  1  pint. 
It  was  stated  that  defendant  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  201.  per 
day.  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  the  spirit  in  a 
9-gallon  drum.  Mr.  C.  Curtis,  chemist  and  druggist,  stated 
that  he  had  taken  a  sample  of  benzoline  from  the  defendant's 
premises.  It  was  a  light  petroleum  spirit  produced  from 
the  early  distillation,  and  boiled  at  125°  F.  It  would  flash 
at  a  temperature  of  between  60°  and  70°.  The  Bench  thought 
that  defendant  did  not  intend  to  disregard  the  Act.  He 
would  be  fined  15s.,  and  costs. 


SHIPPING  DANGEROUS  GOODS. 
At  the  Liverpool  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  were  sum- 
moned, at  the  instance  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour 
Board,  for  having,  on  September  18,  sent  dangerous  goods — 
viz.,  seventy  carboys  of  spirits  of  salts — to  the  Prince's  Dock, 
Liverpool,  for  the  purpose  of  shipment,  without  taking  the 
precaution  to  mark  the  carboys  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
indicate  their  contents.  The  defendants  said  the  carboys 
were  marked  with  initials,  and  they  had  always  considered 
that  sufficient ;  but  as  they  had  since  discovered  that  it 
was  not  sufficient,  they  would  undertake  in  future  to  label 
them  in  a  distinct  manner.  Finally  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs 
was  imposed. 

COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 
What  is  a  "  Drum  "  of  Oil  ? 
On  October  6,  in  the  City  of  London  Court,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  Mr.  Alfred  Holt,  trading  as  the  Reliance 
Lubricating  Oil  Company,  sought  to  recover  21.  18s.  8d.  for 
oil  supplied  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Mason,  Oswestry.  The  defendant 
said  he  declined  to  pay  for  the  oil  because  he  did  not  have 
sent  him  that  which  he  ordered.  Mr.  Holt  said  the  defend- 
ant ordered  a  drum  of  oil,  which  was  sent  to  him.  The 
defendant  said  he  ordered  10  or  12  galls.,  and  he  received 
42  galls.  He  supposed  that  a  "  drum  "  would  mean  about 
10  galls.  The  plaintiff  said  he  did  not  supply  less  than 
barrels,  and  the  defendant  did  not  say  anything  about  the 
quantity  he  required  in  his  order.  The  order  was  for  a 
"drum.'"  That  had  been  sent  and  signed  for.  They  had 
drums  containing  60  galls.,  and  others  with  80  galls. 
Drums  varied  in  sizes.  They  had  no  indication  from  the 
defendant  what  he  wanted.  The  defendant  told  the  Court 
that  he  wished  to  see  which  was  the  better  oil  of  the  two— 
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that  supplied  by  the  plaintiff,  or  that  from  another  firm  in 
Birmingham.  He  wrote  to  both  firms,  being  desirous  of 
getting  10  or  12  galls,  from  each.  The  Birmingham  firm 
sent  him  10  or  12  galls.,  just  what  he  wanted  ;  but  the 
plaintiff  now  wanted  him  to  pay  for  42  galls.  He  did  not 
see  why  he  should.  He  wrote  to  the  plaintiff  about  it,  and 
*he  plaintiff  sent  him  a  very  nice  note  in  reply  advising  him 
to  take  the  oil,  and  pointing  out  how  advantageous  it  would  be 
■to  him.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  from  that  letter  it 
would  appear  that  the  defendant  had  intended  to  order  less 
^than  was  sent  him.  The  plaintiff  said  the  first  intimation 
they  had  from  the  defendant  that  he  did  not  want  a  barrel 
of  oil  was  when  he  wrote,  and  of  course  his  letter  was 
acknowledged.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  plaintiff  had  no  business  to  have  sent  the 
defendant  42  galls.,  and  he  found  for  the  defendant,  allow- 
ing him  his  costs,  which  amounted  to  as  much  as  the  sum 
sued  for. 


No  Consideration. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  October  6,  before  Mr. 
•Commissioner  Kerr,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited), 
wholesale  chemists,  Artillery  Lane,  E.C.,  sought  to  recover 
2,1.  16s.  2d.  from  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Croager,  61  and  62  Chancery 
Lane,  E.C.,  for  chemicals  supplied.  The  defendant  said  the 
goods  were  never  supplied  to  him.  The  plaintiffs'  represen- 
tative said  the  order  for  the  goods  was  received  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Eves,  143  Cannon  Street,  E.G.,  but  the  defendant 
had  agreed  to  pay  the  debt.  He  had  admitted  his  liability 
in  a  letter,  and  they  were  suing  upon  it  as  a  guarantee.  The 
■defendant  stated  in  the  letter  that  he  had  taken  Mr.  Eves's 
business  over,  and  would  pay  the  plaintiffs'  account.  The 
■defendant's  representative  said  the  purchase  was  never  com- 
pleted. There  was  no  consideration  for  the  defendant's 
promise  to  pay  Eves's  debt,  and  therefore  no  liability  could 
-attach  to  the  defendant.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  that 
was  so.  The  plaintiffs  must  sue  Eves.  They  would  be  non- 
suited, but,  after  the  defendant's  letter,  he  would  not  allow 
-him  any  costs  for  defending  that  action. 


EXCISE  PROSECUTIONS. 

At  Wolsingham  Petty  Sessions,  on  October  5,  John  Hey, 
chemist,  Market  Place,  Wolsingham,  was  charged  by  James 
Adams,  on  behalf  of  the  Excise  authorities,  with  selling 
Iley's  "  Bowel-complaint  Mixture  "  unstamped.  The  bottles 
-bore  a  stamp  very  similar  to  the  Government  stamp.  De- 
fendant said  the  stamps  he  used  were  not  used  to  defraud 
the  Government.  He  promised  in  future  to  properly  stamp 
-all  the  remainder  he  sold  with  Government  stamps.  The 
Bench  said  it  was  his  business  to  make  himself  acquainted 
■with  the  Acts,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  50s.,  and  lis.  costs. 


At  the  South- Western  Police  Court,  on  October  6,  Thomas 
Wood,  chemist,  of  14  The  Parade,  Tooting,  was  summoned 
for  selling  coca-wine  without  a  licence.  Mr.  Lynch,  Excise 
officer,  on  May  24,  purchased  a  pint-bottle  of  coca-wine  at 
defendant's  shop.  On  analysis  the  wine  was  found  to  con- 
tain 29  2  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 

Mr.  Lane  (warmly)  :  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  bought  from 
•chemists  by  women  who  have  given  way  to  drink.  I  have 
known  it  to  be  extensively  used  for  that  purpose. 

Defendant  produced  a  letter  from  the  wholesale  merchants, 
cn  which  they  admitted  that  the  error  was  theirs. 

Mr.  Lane  (after  looking  at  the  letter  and  the  label  on  the 
bottle)  :  Why  do  you  sell  the  wine  that  has  a  plain  label  ? 

Defendant :  There  is  a  greater  demand  for  it. 

Mr.  Lane :  Precisely  ;  that  is  in  order  to  convey  to  people 
"that  it  is  not  a  nasty  medicated  thing,  but  a  good  drinkable 
•wine.    A  fine  of  5/.,  and  costs,  was  imposed. 


Bankruptcies  an£>  failures. 


Re  Macvean,  Gentle  &  Co.,  Billiter  Square  Buildings, 
East  India  Merchants. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  creditors  under  this  failure  was 
held  on  October  1,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before 
Mr.  Howell,  Assistant  Receiver.    Mr.  Harris  again  attended 


for  the  debtors,  and  Messrs.  Rehders  &  Higgs  represented 
the  petitioning  creditors.  The  Chairman  reported  that 
accounts  had  now  been  filed  showing  liabilities  1,276/.  8s.  6d., 
and  assets  4?.  4s.  4<2.,  the  bulk  of  the  deficiency  being 
accounted  for  by  loss  on  the  trading  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  Replying  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Macvean  said  the 
loss  had  been  caused  by  the  falling  markets  of  the  past 
year.  They  dealt  in  spices,  pepper,  oils,  &c,  and  had  not 
embarked  on  larger  transactions  than  they  were  justified  in 
doing.  The  recent  business  had  not  been  in  excess  of  previous 
years,  and,  in  fact,  they  held  less  produce  during  the  past 
few  months  than  was  previously  the  case.  Asked  if  they 
had  opened  speculative  accounts,  the  debtor  said  all  the 
business  in  Mincing  Lane  was  more  or  less  speculative,  but 
when  they  saw  that  the  markets  were  going  against  them  they 
narrowed  down  the  transactions.  At  times  they  had  held 
a  considerable  quantity  of  unsold  stock,  but  when  they  came 
to  the  court  they  had  nothing  whatever.  The  Chairman  : 
Except  debts.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Harris  asked  for  a  further  adjournment  with  a  view  to 
proposing  a  scheme  of  arrangement,  but  the  Chairman  re- 
fused to  grant  this.  The  case  was  one  for  summary  adminis- 
tration, and  could  only  be  adjourned  by  a  resolution  from 
the  creditors.  There  was  not  a  quorum  present  entitled  to 
vote,  consequently  the  meeting  would  be  closed,  and  on  the 
following  day  he  would  apply  to  the  Registrar  for  an  order 
of  adjudication.  The  debtors'  solicitor  could  be  heard  on 
that  application,  and  if  he  satisfied  the  Registrar  that  there 
was  a  reasonable  probability  of  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
being  made,  a  new  first  meeting  could  be  called. 

The  following  are  the  principal  creditors,  viz. : — 

Unsecured. 

£  s.  a. 

Begg  &  Co.,  Bartholomew  House,  E.C.  ...  193    9  1 
Darley  &  Butler,  Billiter  Square  Build- 
ings, E.C                                              32   9  5 

Figgis,  S.,&  Co.,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C....    17    0  0 

French  &  Plunknett,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.    84  16  3 
Garrard  &  Sons,  Dunster  House,  Mincing 

Lane,  E.C  17  16  10 

Gray,  Donald,  &  Sons,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.    78  15  0 

Hall,  R.      &  Co.,  Mark  Lane,  E.C.     ...  320    0  0 

Marshall  &  French,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C...    99  15  2 

Norman,  R.,  25  Philpott  Lane,  E.C.      ...    58  12  8 

Rolls  &  Son,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.     ...  273    3  1 

Sargant,  W.  T.,  &  Son,  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.    15    0  0 

Willis,  D.,  32  Cornhill,  E.C  56  16  0 

Preferential. 

Economic  Life  Assurance  Society,  New 
Bridge  Street,  Blackfriars    28  15  0 


Re  Walter  Lionel  Baylass,  3  Church  Street,  Stoke, 
Dealer  in  Drugs. 

This  debtor  has  absconded.  At  the  Stoke  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  September  30  the  Official  Receiver  applied  for  the 
examination  to  be  adjourned  sine  die,  and  asked  that  a 
warrant  should  be  issued  for  the  bankrupt's  apprehension. 
The  application  was  granted. 


Re  J.  L.  R.  Hollingwoeth,  New  Street,  Barnsley,  Chemist. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors,  followed  by  the  public  ex- 
amination of  the  debtor,  took  place  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Rideal 
appeared  for  the  debtor,  and  Mr.  J.  Carrington  for  a  creditor. 
The  debtor's  statement  of  affairs  shows  liabilities 
1.272/.  lis.  4d.  In  reply  to  questions,  he  said  he  had  been  in 
business  since  1891,  but  he  had  no  capital.  He  was  to  pay  400/. 
when  he  took  the  business,  and  he  paid  1301.  on  account, 
which  he  borrowed  from  his  wife's  mother.  In  July  he  bor- 
rowed 200/.  from  her  uncle,  Mr.  Simpson  ;  with  that  he  paid 
some  accounts  and  put  the  balance  in  the  bank.  It  was  not 
true  there  was  an  overdraft  at  the  bank  of  810/.  He  did  not 
know  he  was  responsible  as  trustee  in  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
White,  of  Penistone,  for  1,000/.,  but  he  admitted  he  owed  the 
estate  some  money,  and  he  was  advised  not  to  refer  to  it  in 
his  statement.  His  failure  he  attributed  to  the  opening  of 
branch  shops  and  to  the  heavy  interest  he  had  had  to  pay  for 
borrowed  money.  One  of  the  branches  he  opened  was  at 
South  Kirkby,  but  it  was  not  paying.    A  second  one  he 
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opened  at  Ardworth,  and  there  he  was  taking  from  61.  to  7?. 
per  week,  and  it  was  paying  very  well.  His  furniture,  which 
he  estimated  to  be  worth  150?.,  belonged  to  his  wife,  as  well 
as  other  articles  to  the  value  of  250?.  He  thought  he  was 
solvent  three  years  ago,  and  though  he  had  kept  books  his 
cash-book  had  not  been  posted  for  eighteen  months  ;  his 
creditors  had  pressed  him  of  late.  The  examination  was 
adjourned. 


Be_ J.  Williams,  Pontypool,  Chemist. 

This  debtor  appeared  at  the  Newport  County  Court,  on 
October  5,  for  his  adjourned  public  examination.  Debtor 
stated  that  his  liabilities  exceeded  the  assets,  owing  to  his 
son  being  unable  to  pay  the  370?.  odd  due  on  the  sale  to  him 
of  the  Pontypool  business.  He  had  offered  140?.  in  settle- 
ment of  the  claims,  but  it  was  declined.  The  examination 
as  closed. 


!  Re  Heebeet  Lacy,  trading  as  E.  Lacy  &  Co.,  150  White- 
|  "     i  chapel  Road,  E.,  Chemist. 

The  failure  has  been  announced  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  of  this  debtor,  described  as  above,  and  residing 
at  3  St.  Clement's  Villas,  Leigh-on-Sea.  The  debtor  presented 
his  own  petition,  and  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater  on  Wednesday 
made  the  usual  receiving-order,  together  with  an  order  of 
adjudication  in  bankruptcy.  The  amount  of  the  liabilities 
did  not  transpire. 


Be  H.  Moeton,  6  Parade  Buildings,  Deptford]  Bridge, 
Greenwich,  Chemist. 

The  statement  of  affairs  in  this  failure  shows  gross 
liabilities  141?.  18s.,  of  which  1101.  5s.  is  due  to  twenty-two 
unsecured  creditors  ;  and  assets — including  stock-in-trade, 
11.  10s.  ;  trade  fixtures,  fittings,  &c,  10?. ;  furniture,  15?. ; 
book-debts,  43?.  10s.  9^.— total,  80?.  17s.  6d.  From  this  31?.  13s. 
for  rent,  taxes,  wages,  &c,  has  to  be  deducted.  The  debtor 
is  unable  to  offer  any  proposal  for  a  composition,  and  has, 
therefore,  been  adjudicated  bankrupt.  He  estimates  his 
profit  from  the  business  during  the  year  preceding  the  date 
of  the  receiving  order  at  1021.  10s.  5d.,  against  which  has  to 
be  set  excess  of  liabilities  over  assets  a  year  ago,  201. ;  bad 
debts,  121.  Is.  Id. ;  household  expenses  of  himself,  wife,  and 
six  children,  126?. ;  with  other  losses  making  a  total  of 
163?.  10s.  lid. 


2>ee&0  of  arrangement 


Evans,  Thomas  Maldwyn,  104^Shaftesbury  Street,  Newport,  chemist. 
^_  Xrustee,lFrederick  B.£Iugleton,  Albert  Hall,  Charles  [Stow  Hill,  New- 

port,  provision  linerchant.     Dated,    October  1 ;   filed,  October  2. 

Liabilities  unsecured,  345/.  9s.  5il.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  44?.  The 

following;are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  ».  d. 

Evans,  Gomer,  Pontnewyndd   50  0  0 

Evans,  Eev.'-Eobert,  Blackwood    174  0  0 

Evans,  W.  C.,  Tiverton   40  0  0 

Sanger,  John  &  Son,  London  17  0  0 


Hall.'Fenwick,  trading  as  "  Hall  &  Co.,"  Albion  Road,  and  residing  at 
25  Alma  Place,  North  Shields,  mineral-water  manufacturer.  Trustee, 
William  H.  Davy,  13  Camden  Street,  North  Shields,  chartered 
accountant.  Dated,  October  1 ;  filed,  October  2.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
1,120?.  3s.  10c?. ;  estimated  net  assets,  242?.  7s.  3d.    The  following  are 


scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Aldham  Glass  Bottle-works,  Womb  well        ..       ..  62  0  0 

Alexander,  A.,  &  Co.,  Blaydon-on-Tyne        . .       . .  19  0  0 

Barthes,  A.,  &  Co.,  London   %      . .  16  0  0 

Baynes,  George,  &  Co.,  North  Shields   29  0  0 

Bush,  W.  J.,  &  Co.,  London    12  0  0 

Dickinson,  William,  North  Shields    13  0  0 

Dobson,  J.  W.,  &  Co.,  Barnsley :   19  0  0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester   31  0  0 

Hall,  George  T.,  Hebburn    20  0  0 

Lamb,  B.,  North  Shields   11  0  0 

Mackay,  G.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh   18  0  0 

MacMilan,  E.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh    15  0  0 

Eeid,  W.  B.,  &  Co.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne        . .       . .  60  0  0 

Robinson,  Walter,  North  Shields    300  0  0 


£  s.  d.. 

Robinson,  Walter,  North  Shields  (rent)        . .       . .  66  0  0 

Strachan,  Henry,  North  Shields    150  0  0 

Strachan,  Mrs.  H.,  North  Shields    10  0  0 

Strachan,  Mrs.  R.,  Gateshead    ..       ..        .       ..  10  0  0 

Younger,  W.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh    41  0  0 

Baukers'  claims   96  0  0 


Newman,  Alfred  Po:nton,  trading  as  "The  Barry  Mineral-water  - 
Company,"  89  Holton  Road,  and  The  Factory,  off  Newland  Street,., 
Barry  Dock,  and  residing  at  Barry,  mineral-water  manufacturer  and" 
chemist.  Trustee,  J.  Leslie  Armstrong,  4  Albion  Place,  Leeds,, 
chartered  accountant.  Dated, 1  September  23  ;  filed,  September  2BV 
Liabilities  unsecured,  847?.  18s.  Wd. ;  estimated  net  assets,  450?.   The  : 


following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  3.  d. 

Allsopp  (Limited),  Burton   11  0  0 

Bottling  Trades'  Association,  Nottingham  . .       . .  64  0  0 

Baker,  — ,  Bristol    25  0  0 

Clayton  &  Jowett,  Liverpool  . .    20  0  0; 

Croft,  Mrs.,  Crewe   35  0  0' 

Duncan  &  Gilmour,  Sheflield   53  0  0 

Ellis,  J.,  &  Son,  Leeds   14  0  0 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  London      . .       . .       . .  17  0  0  ' 

Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leicester    17  0  0 

Isherwood,  Dr.,  Scuthport    115  0  O 

Morris,  Fee  &  Co.    15  0  0  ■ 

Powell  &  Son,  Bristol   28  0  0 

Sanger  &  Son,  London   18  0  0- 

South  Wales  Bottle  Company,  Newport      . .       . .  24  0  0 

Tebbutt,  — ,  Barry  Dock    14  0  0  . 

Tinsdale,  — ,  Leeds    100  0  0 

Wilkinson,  J.,  Manchester    11  0  0 

Wyleys  &  Co.,  Coventry   109  0  0' 

Yardley  &  Co.,  London   11  0  0" 


<3a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Smith,  G.  H.,  ami  Newbery,  W.  F.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Gerarof 

Smitli  &  Newbery,  Craigholm  and  Cazenove  Road,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E., 

medical  practitioners  and  surgeons. 
Sparke,  G.  W.,  Martyn,  E.,  and  Robinson,  B.  L.,  under  the  style- 

of  Sparke,  Martyn  &  Robinson,  Mansfield,  surgeons  and  apothecaries. 
Stimpson,  R.  H.,  and  Connah,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Anstey,  Chave  ■ 

&  Co.,  TJxbridge,  annatto  manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  and  1890. 

ADJUDICATION. 
Wilson,  Edwin  (carrying  on  business  as  Wilson  &  Co.),  Preston,  chemist  - 
and  druggist. 

Irish  Bankeupt. 

Ferris,  David,  trading  as  "D.  Ferris  &  Co.,"  Albert  House,  English  Street,.  , 
Armagh,  grocer  and  druggist.   October  1. 


mew  Companies  anb  Company 
Bern 


Wrapping  Machine  Syndicate  (Limited).  —  Capital 
7,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  work  the-, 
rjatented  invention  of  Alexander  Cook  and  Thomas  Dewhirst 
for  an  improved  apparatus  for  stamping  bars  or  cakes  of 
soap  or  other  materials,and  wrapping  them  in  paper. 

Adamson  &  Co.  (Lim  ited). — Registered  in  Dublin  Sep- 
tember 27.  Capital  3,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  To  acquire  the- 
business  of  Robert  &  Samuel  Adamson,  chemists,  druggists^ 
and  drysalters,  Ballina,  co.  Mayo.  Registered  office,  Knox's 
Street,  Ballina.    Samuel  Adamson,  managing  director. 

Regina  Non-eefillable  Bottle  Company  (Limited), 
—  Capital  15,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the 
goodwill  of  and  to  work  the  patents  for  an  un-refillable 
bottle,  provisional  patent  for  which  was  registered  by  the- 
inventor,  John  Creasy,  in  February  1897.  The  first  directors- 
are  E.  Atkinson,  A.  H.  Bayley,  and  J.  F.  Cornish.  Registered 
office,  1  Army  and  Navy  Mansions,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 
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Beand  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  100,000/.,  in  51.  shares. 
To  enter  into  an  nndescribed  agreement  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  business  carried  on  as  "  Brand  &  Co.,"  at  11  Little 
Stanhope  Street,  Mayfair,  and  at  74  to  84  South  Lambeth 
Road,  Vauxhall,  London,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
meat-essence,  sauce,  and  preserved-provision  manufacturers, 
grocers,  oilmen,  turtle-merchants,  tea  and  coffee  merchants, 
chemists,  druggists,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are : — T.  Dence,  A.  H.  Dence,  provision  merchants, 
and  E.  M.  Dence,  ironfounder,  all  of  Kingsbury,  Shortlands, 
Kent;  A.  T.  Dence,  Somerville,  Clarence  Road,  Teddington, 
provision  merchant ;  J.  C.  Mason,  21  Warwick  Gardens, 
Kensington,  provision  merchant;  J.  S.  Mason,  Albion  House, 
Hammersmith,  provision  merchant ;  W.  C.  Bull,  L.C.C., 
Vencourt,  Hammersmith.  The  first  directors  (to  number 
six)  are  Thomas  Dence,  (permanent  managing  director  with 
2,000/.  per  annum  and  a  share  in  the  profits),  Arthur  T. 
Dence,  John  C.  Mason,  Alexander  H.  Dence,  James  S.  Mason, 
and  Joseph  Whitehouse.  Remuneration  of  ordinary  directors, 
100Z.  each  per  annum,  and  a  percentage  of  the  profits. 


Towee  Tea  (Limited). — It  is  notified  that  warrants  have 
been  posted  for  the  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  on  October  1,  on  the  preference  shares  in 
this  company. 

S.  Haevey  (Limited).— Of  the  10,000  shares  of  11.  each 
which  form  the  capital  of  this  company,  7,500  are  offered 
for  subscription,  and  the  vendor  (who  is  the  proprietor  of 
Dr.  Mackenzie's  arsenical  soap)  guarantees  a  dividend  of 
10  per  cent,  for  three  years.  The  sale  of  the  soap  is  stated 
to  be  at  the  rate  of  340,000  tablets  per  annum,  and  the  pre- 
sent net  profits  of  the  concern,  after  deducting  directors' 
fees,  managing  director's  salary,  and  interest  on  debentures, 
are  declared  in  the  prospectus  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  a  divi- 
dend of  22  per  cent,  per  annum. 


personalities. 


Me.  H.  J.  Tomlinson,  of  Barton-on-Humber,  a  retired 
chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  appointed  a  magistrate. 

Me.  B.  Phillips,  of  Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Bombay  and  Poona,  is  now  in  London,  and  can  be  seen  at 
16  Finsbury  Circus,  E.C. 

De.  Dupee  has  resigned  the  post  of  lecturer  on  chemistry 
at  Westminster  Hospital  Medical  School,  after  thirty-three 
years'  service,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Dr.  Wilson  Hake. 

Me.  T.  G.  Joyce,  B.Sc,  in  the  laboratory  of  Messrs.  Black- 
well,  Hayes  &  Spilsbury,  manufacturing  and  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  Birmingham,  has  won  an  associateship  of  Mason 
College. 

Although  not  officially  decided,  there  is  reason  to  expect 
that  Dr.  Frank  Clowes,  of  Nottingham  University  College, 
will  be  appointed,  as  successor  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Dibdin,  as 
chemist  to  the  London  County  Council. 

Me.  T.  B.  Judson,  of  Worcester,  one  of  the  prize-  takers  in 
our  recent  photographic  competition,  has  followed  up  that 
success  by  taking  the  Ludgate  silver  medal  with  his  photo- 
graph "  A  Respite  from  the  Muzzle." 

Peopessoe  Suckling  has  resigned  the  Chair  of  Medicine 
in  Mason  College,  Birmingham.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  School  of  Medicine,  as  student  and  teacher,  for  twenty- 
two  years,  in  the  latter  capacity  as  medical  tutor,  professor 
of  materia  medica,  and  professor  of  medicine. 

Me.  A.  Tuenee  Claeke,  formerly  a  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Lowestoft,  is  now  a  proprietor  at  the  famous  Klondike 
goldfields,  whither  he  went,  in  company  with  three  other 
gentlemen,  in  June  last.  He  has  secured  a  claim,  as  have 
his  colleagues,  and  is  about  to  commence  digging-operations. 

Me.  F.  A.  R.  Rutheefoed,  chemist,  Ivybridge,  was  pre- 
sented last  week  with  a  rich  silver-plated  coffee-pot,  teapot, 
sugar-basin,  and  milk-jug,  together  with  a  pair  of  silver 
sugar-tongs,  and  two  books.  Dr.  W.  Smith's  "  Dictionary  of 
the  Bible"  and  "Church  Doctrine  and  Bible  Truth,"  in 


acknowledgment  of  his  services  in  promoting  the  annual 
Sunday-school  and  choir  fete,  and  as  churchwarden  and  lay- 
reader  in  the  parish.  The  presentation  was  made  byjthe 
vicar. 


flDarrlaoe. 


Downie— Keee. — At  Windsor  Place,  Dundee,  on  October  5, 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cox  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Johnstone, 
George  Downie,  Salvador,  C.A.,  to  Nellie  Mackie,  eldest 
daughter  of  Charles  Kerr,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dundee. 


Beatbs, 


Baenaed. — On  September  21,  Mr.  Owen  Robert  Barnard,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Stanstead,    ssex.    Aged  28. 

Collins. — The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Clement  Collins, 
who  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  has  carried  on  business  as 
a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Brettell  Lane,  Stourbridge. 

HlCKiSSON— On  September  29,  after  a  long  and  painful 
illness,  Mr.  James  Hickisson,  proprietor  of  the  Crystal  Palace 
brand  of  the  Daughter  of  the  late  John  Bond's  marking-ink. 
Mr.  Hickisson,  who  was  72  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his- 
death,  was  a  man  of  remarkable  energy  in  his  younger  days. 
Besides  building  up  the  business  in  connection  with  which 
he  was  best  known  to  chemists  and  druggists,  he  was  inte- 
rested in  various  enterprises,  and  at  one  time  became  an 
hotel  proprietor  at  Brighton.  The  illness  of  some  members 
of  his  family  compelled  him  to  reside  at  Bournemouth  of  late 
years,  but  he  continued  to  interest  himself  in  business  affairs. 
The  marking-ink  business  has,  however,  been  carried  on  for 
many  years  by  his  son,  Mr.  Alfred  B.  Hickisson,  who  will 
continue  to  manage  it.  Mr.  Hickisson  was  buried  in  the 
family  grave  at  Highgate  Cemetery  on  Monday  last. 

Jackson. — On  October  3,  Mr.  Thomas  Jackson,  manu- 
facturing-chemist, of  Beech  Mount,  Clayton,  Lancashire. 
Mr.  Jackson  had  been  in  business  at  Clayton  over  twenty 
years.  Six  years  ago  he  was  made  a  magistrate  for  the 
Hundred  of  Salford.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ashtoa 
Board  of  Guardians  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  once 
held  the  post  of  chairman.    He  was  63  years  of  age. 

Keee.  — -  On  September  30,  at  19  Ardgowan  Street, 
Greenock,  Lizzie  Tarbet,  aged  20  years,  eldest  daughter  of 
James  Kerr,  chemist ;  dearly  loved. 

Mitchell. — The  death  has  occurred  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Mitchell, 
for  many  years  dispenser  at  the  Dispensary,  St.  John,  Madder- 
market.    Aged  54. 

Mubeay. — Mr.  James  Wm.  Murray,  manufacturer  of 
neurosine,'-_died  at  his  residence,  Oakwood  House,  Sidcup, 
last  week. 

Simmonds. — Mr.  Peter  Lund  Simmonds,  who  was  at  one 
time  well  known  as  a  writer  on  applied  science,  and  who  took 
an  active  part  in  the  management  of  several  of  the  chief  inter- 
national exhibitions,  died  on  Sunday  last,  in  the  Charter- 
house, at  the  age  of  83.  Mr.  Simmonds's  real  name  was  Lund. 
He  was  born  at  Aarhuus,  Denmark,  in  1814,  and  was  adopted 
by  Lieutenant  George  Simmonds,  R.N.,  whose  name  he  took. 
Mr.  Simmonds  was  a  voluminous  writer  on  agriculture,  food- 
supplies,  and  commercial  matters  generally,  and  a  most 
laborious  and  industrious  worker.  His  best-known  books 
were  his  "  Commercial  Dictionary "  and  "  Waste  Products 
and  Undeveloped  Substances."  The  latter  was  published  in 
1862,  and  went  through  several  editions.  He  was  proprietor 
and  editor  of  the  Technologist  1862-66  and  the  Journal  of 
Applied  Science  1870-81.  At  one  time  Mr.  Simmonds  was  a. 
frequent  contributor  to  this  journal,  and  he  took  a  keen  in 
terest  in  the  literature  of  drugs  to  the  last.  He  was  superin- 
tendent of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  British  Section  of 
the  Paris  Exhibitions  of  1867  and  1878,  and  manager  of  the 
British  Section  at  Amsterdam  1869  and  1883,  and  at  Ant- 
werp 1885.  In  the  last  years  of  his  life  he  was  in  reduced 
circumstances,  and  found  a  refuge  among  the  brethren  of  the. 
Charterhouse. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers: — It 
should  be  remembered  that 
the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net 
cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases 
allowances  have  to  be  added  before  ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained. 
Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the 
retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulation  of  rejections, 
not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Further 
points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  are  that  the  distributor  generally 
has  to  bearthebulk  of  the  freight-charges  on  the  goods  on  their  way  from 
(he  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of 
quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  October  7. 

A FAIR  amount  of  trade  is  passing  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets,  but  the  brisk  tone  of  the  past  two 
weeks  has  not  been  fully  maintained.  There  is  something 
of  a  run  on  a  few  articles,  and  in  several  in  stances  higher 
prices  are  quoted,  but  this  is  mostly  the  case  in 
articles  of  secondary  importance,  or  which  can  only  partly 
he  considered  as  belonging  to  the  department  of 
drugs  and  chemicals.  In  pure  chemicals,  quinine  shows 
a  further  considerable  rise,  but  during  the  latter  part 
•of  the  week  this  has  not  been  quite  maintained. 
Cocaine  and  pilocarpine  are  tending  lower,  and  sul  phonal 
was  reduced  in  price  6d.  per  lb.  to-day.  Atropine  is  very 
firmly  held.  Cinchonidine  is  again  dearer,  and  continues 
in  strong  demand.  Refined  camphor  quiet.  Ergotin  is 
tending  higher,  cream  of  tartar  is  easier,  and  there  is  a 
duller  tone  in  citric  and  tartaric  acids.  Heavy  chemicals 
generally  steady.  Carbolic  acids  are  barely  firm.  Arsenic 
is  becoming  more  plentiful.  Sulphate  of  copper  firm. 
Benzols  and  naphthas  steady.  Soda  ash  and  soda  crystals 
scarce.  An  advance  in  green  copperas  seems  imminent.  Chlo- 
rate of  potash  is  easier  for  delivery.  Bleaching-powder  quiet. 
In  the  drug-department  we  have  to  report  a  fresh  advance 
in  buchu  leaves.  Cardamoms  have  sold  privately  at  high 
prices.  Colocynth  is  dull.  Calumba-root  firmly  held 
Camphor  steady.  For  cascara  sagrada  a  little  more  money 
is  asked,  but  chamomiles  offer  cheaply.  Dillseed  scarce  and 
dearer.  Ergot  firmly  held  for  high  rates.  Gentian-root 
slightly  easier,  while  belladonna  is  firmly  held.  Jalap 
•steadier.  The  supply  of  St.  Ignatius  beans  has  been  bought 
<ap.  Manna,  of  new  crop,  easier.  Menthol  is  quoted  at 
much  higher  prices  from  Japan.  Cod-liver  oil  quiet. 
Lemongrass  oil  and  cajuput  oil  firmer.  Clove  oil  is  slightly 
dearer,  and  Japanese  peppermint  oil  is  quoted  higher,  but 
American  peppermint  oil  is  down.  Opium  firmly  held. 
Castor  oil  very  steady.  Orris-root  remains  neg- 
lected, but  vanilla  is  very  firm.  Quillaia-bark  firmer. 
In  drysalteries  the  week  has  been  extremely  dull.  Orange 
shellac  is  from  2s.  to  3.s.  lower  on  the  spot,  and  about  Is.  6d. 
easier  for  arrival.  Some  common  cutch  sold,  without 
i-eserve,  at  very  low  prices.  Turmeric  is  unaltered.  In 
Turkish  galls  a  considerable  business  has  been  done  at 
rather  easier  rates,  but  Chinese  galls  are  decidedly  dearer. 
Japan  wax  steady,  but  unchanged.  Spices  are  quieter 
generally,  with  the  exception  of  Zanzibar  cloves,  in  which 
the  long-expected  "  boom "  seems  to  have  set  in  fairly. 
Black  and  white  peppers,  the  chief  speculative  articles  of 
the  past  two  weeks,  however,  are  lower.  Pimento,  cassia 
lignea,  and  nutmegs  keep  firm,  but  mace       easier,  and 


gingerhas  become  quieter.  Quicksilver  is  firmer.  Cocoa- 
butter  is  2d.  per  lb.  dearer.  Linseed  oil  remains  dull  at  the 
recent  reduction  in  price,  and  for  delivery  next  year  quota- 
tions are  again  somewhat  lower.  Rape  oil  unaltered  for 
crude  (at  24s.  6d.),  and  barely  steady  for  refined  (26s.). 
Ravison,  18s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  spot.  Cottonseed  oil  is  3d.  easier 
for  crude,  at  14s.  per  cwt. ;  refined,  15s.  6d.  to  16s.  6^. 
Cocoanut  oil  without  alteration.  Palm  oil  steady.  Olive 
oil  unchanged.  Turpentine  excited  and  fully  Is.  dearer, 
owing  to  reports  that  the  production  is  being  cornered  by 
an  American  syndicate.  On  the  spot  24s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  is 
the  price ;  for  arrival,  from  25s.  down  to  22s.  9d.,  according 
to  position.  Petroleum  flat  and  lower :  American,  to 
5jfl!. ;  Russian,  Q^d.  to  4i5g^.  per  gallon. 


The  condition  of  the  chemical-industry  is  not  very 
satisfactory,  and  some  difficulty  is  found  in  certain 
quarters  in  getting  rid  of  stocks  which  have 
Depression  been  accumulating  for  some  time  past.  At 
AlkaiPtrade  tne  works  of  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co., 
Northwich,  all  the  manufacturing  departments, 
excepting  the  bicarbonate,  are  on  short  time,  while  at 
Middlewich  the  works  of  the  old  Cheshire  Alkali  Company, 
which  were  purchased  by  Messrs.  Brunner  &  Mond,  are  still 
closed,  and  there  seems  no  prospect  of  work  being  resumed. 
In  laying  the  foundation-stone  of  a  new  technical  school 
at  Middlewich  last  Saturday,  Sir  J.  Brunner  referred  to  this 
state  of  affairs,  and  said  the  opportunity  for  employment  in 
the  district  had  been  greatly  diminished.  He  need  not  say 
anything  about  the  causes,  except  that,  through  the  un- 
wisdom of  their  American  cousins,  the  demand  for  alkali 
for  the  United  States  had  very  largely  diminished,  and  might 
probably  or  possibly  cease  altogether. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday 
Hamburg  afternoon  that  Quinine  is  advancing,  37m.  per 
Telegram.  kilo,  being  to-day's  quotation.  Turpentine 
offers  at  52m.  per  100  kilos. 


Our  New  York  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday 
afternoon  that  Vera  Cruz  jalap  offers  at  from  11c.  to  12c. 
New  York  Per  1d-  Golden  seal  root,  43c.  Mandrake-root, 
Cablegram.  fall-dug,  4c.  to  4|c.  Cascara  saqrada  is  quoted 
at  3c.  per  lb.  Californian  honey  is  being  offered  at  5Jc.  to 
6Jc,  according  to  quality.  For  Oil  of  cajuput,  60c.  per  lb. 
is  asked.  All  the  foregoing  articles  show  an  advancing 
tendency,  supplies  being  scarce.  Senega-root  is  moving 
freely  at  26c.  per  lb.  Curacao  aloes  remains  cheap  at  3c. 
per  lb. 

Acid  (Caebolic)  is  tending  somewhat  easier,  especially 
so  far  as  Crystals  are  concerned.  The  quotations  at  present 
are  as  follows  -.—  Crystals,  39°  to  40°  O,  Id.  to  7£<2.  per  lb. ; 
34°  to  35°  C,  6%d.  to  6%d.  per  lb.  Crude,  75-per-cent.,  2s.  2d, 
per  gal. ;  60-per-cent.,  Is.  9d.  per  gal.  Cresylie,  95-per-cent., 
Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  gal. 

Acids. — Tartaric  dull,  at  unchanged  rates,  British  (B.P.) 
Is.  2d.  per  lb.  from  the  makers,  foreign  (unguaranteed) 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Citrie  quiet,  at  Is.  l%d.  per  lb.  for  B.P. 
Concentrated  juice  offers  at  121.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Arsenic  is  gradually  becoming  more  plentiful.  From 
221.  10s.  to  22/.  15s.  per  ton  is  asked  for  powder  on  the  spot, 
but  a  little  less  might  be  accepted. 

Atropine. — There  is  no  alteration  in  price,  but  the  agents 
report  a  much  improved  demand,  and  the  raw  material  is 
extremely  scarce. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— The  exports  of  copaiba  balsam  from 
Maracaibo  in  1896  amounted  to  276  cwt. 

Belladonna  Root.— Very  firmly  held  and  scarce.  Fine 
quality  offers  to  arrive  at  equal  to  43s.  per  cwt.  London 
terms. 
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Bismuth. — A  parcel  of  7^  tons  ore  arrived  from  Australia 
last  week,  which  has  apparently  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
syndicate. 

Buchu- LEAVES. — Much  dearer.  A  foreign  firm  have 
bought  up  all  they  can  lay  hands  on,  and  are  apparently 
still  in  the  market.  For  yellowish  leaves  Id.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid  this  week,  and  for  good  green  9d.  per  lb.  is 
asked. 

Calumba. — Fine  picked  root  is  scarce,  85s.  per  cwt.  being 
talked  of  as  the  price.  Sorts  are  scarce.  Ordinary  washed 
pickings  are  reported  to  have  been  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt.  this 
week. 

Camphor  (Crude). — Rather  firmly  held,  but  only  a  little 
business  is  reported  this  week.  Formosa,  October-December 
shipment,  at  91s  6d.  per  cwt.,  "  c.i.f."  terms.  Japan  gum, 
same  shipment,  is  quoted  at  97s.  6d.  to  98.9  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
The  exports  of  camphor  from  Hong  Kong  and  Canton  to 
Europe  from  January  1  to  August  21  have  been  as  follows  : — 

In  1897  to  U,  Kingdom  —    piculs  ;  to  Continent  20,329  piculs 

In  1896           „    .           756     „  „  16,644  „ 

In  1895          „  5,898     „  .     „         17,019  „ 

In  1894           „               496     „  „  8,677  „ 

Cantharides. — Russian  flies  are  still  tending  lower, 
good  sifted  quality  'being  now  offered  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  best 
Hungarian  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

CASCARA  SAGRA.DA. — For  good-quality  bark  12s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  is  now  asked  on  the  spot,  which  is  a  slight  advance  in 
price.    For  arrival  the  same  quotation  is  mentioned. 

Chamomiles. — Tending  easier ;  good  to  fine  Belgian 
flowers  are  quoted  at  from  30s.  to  33s. ;  second  quality  at 
28s.  6d.  to  29s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona.— The  average  quinine  content  of  the  manufac- 
turing barks  at  last  Thursday's  auctions  at  Amsterdam  was 
the  highest  on  record.  Not  so  very  long  ago  a  5-per-cent. 
average  was  considered  a  high  one ;  last  week  it  was  610  per 
cent.  The  richest  parcel  offered  was  one  of  27  bales  Led- 
geriana  crushed  bark,  analysing  9  24  per  cent.  This  realised 
58c.  per  ^  kilo.  The  highest  unit  paid  was  7c.  (at  which 
2,126  kilos,  of  bark  changed  hands),  the  lowest  5  jo.,  at  which 
921  kilos,  sold.  The  tone  was  very  animated  throughout  the 
auctions,  and  improved  steadily  towards  the  end.  The 
general  opinion  is  that  a  further  advance  is  imminent. 
Druggists'  barks  realised  irregular  but  generally  higher 
prices.  There  was  an  especially  good  competition  for 
crushed  Succirubra, which  was  readily  bought  by  cinchonidine 
manufacturers.  The  following  figures  show  the  result  of 
the  first  eight  Amsterdam  auctions  (Jan.-Oct.)  of  the  past 
five  years :— 
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sulphate 
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quinine 
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of  quinine 

turing  bark 
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Kilos. 

Kilos. 

■J  Per  cent. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

1897 

4,005,504 

221,058 

?  5  26-6  10 

186,444 

34,614 

1896 

4,528,277 

240,309 

J!  5-05-5-83 

202.126 

38  183 

1895 

4,636,839 

225,367 

1 4-63-5-17 

141,314 

84,053 

1894 

3,443,031 

161  659 

B  4-61-5  12 

125,727 

35,932 

1893 

3,930,594 

172,982 

4-23-502 

97,679 

75,303 

The  exports  of  cinchona-bark  from  Maracaibo,  S.  America,  in 
1896  amounted  to  161  cwt. 


Cinchonidine  has  again  advanced  considerably.  The 
Averbach  factory,  who  are  the  principal  makers  at  present, 
have  made  heavy  sales  at  l\d.  to  7\d.\  per  oz..  and  are 
now  asking  3d.  per  oz.  A  good  deal  appears  to  have  been 
bought  for  shipment  to  the  States.  It  is  said  that  the 
British  Government  recently  gave  orders  for  several  thousand 
ounces,  but  only  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  1,000-oz.  parcel. 
The  B.  3?  S.  factory  are  rather  out  of  the  market  in  this 
article  at  present.  About  a  year  ago  cinchonidine  sold  at 
|cZ.  per  oz. 

Cloves. — There  has  been  a  strong  speculative  movement 
in  Zanzibar  cloves  this  week,  and  the  price  has  advanced 
fully  \d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  while  higher  quotations  also 


rule  for  arrival  and  delivery.  On  the  spot  about  1,200  bales 
have  been  done  at  from  2*d.  to  2~d.,  and  for  delivery  the 
sales  amount  to  about  7,000  bales ;  October-December  at 
2]£d.  to  2|d.,  January-March  at  2\~d.  up  to  3^d.  At  auction 
7  cases  good  fair  picked  Penang  cloves  sold  at  Q'\d.  to  Q\d. 
per  lb. 

Cocaine — Easier  ;  8s.  6d.  would  now  be  taken  for  100 
oz.  lots  by  most  of  the  German  makers. 

Cocoa-butter. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  200  2-cwt.  cases 
of  Cadbury's  best  cocoa-butter  sold  at  from  12'{d.  to  13d. 
per  lb.,  being  an  advance  of  2d.  on  the  last  public  sales. 
For  150  cases  of  Butch  cocoa-butter  a  bid  of  10§d.  per  lb. 
was  rejected,  and  the  lot  was  bought  in  at  ll^d.  per  lb.  At 
the  Amsterdam  public  auctions  held  on  Tuesday  about 
80  tons  of  Van  Mputen's  cocoa-butter  were  offered.  Of  this 
quantity  28i  tons  sold  at  up  to  60c.  per  half-kilo.  The  only 
other  parcel  sold  was  one  of  7  tons  Dutch  ("  Hammer  ")  cocoa- 
butter,  which  realised  55c.  to  55f-c.  per  half-kilo.  Several 
lots  of  different  brands  were  bought  in.  The  market 
generally  is  quiet. 

Colocynth. — The  nearest  quotable  value  of  fair  pale 
mixed  Turkish  apple  is  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  On  September  30  the 
unusually  large  quantity  of  722  cases  of  colocynth  was 
entered  as  having  arrived  from  Marseilles  by  the  Guadiana, 
but  this  proved  to  be  a  mistake  for  22  cases. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Easier.  Best  white  French  crystals 
may  now  be  had  at  77s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  while  powder 
offers  at  79s.  to  80s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs  show  a  rather  firmer  market.  For  a  parcel  of  24 
bags  fair  brown  Singapore,  not  stalky,  but  partly  mouldy, 
22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  is  asked.  Of  another  lot  of  32  bags  good 
brown,  free  from  stalk,  10  sold,  subject  to  approval,  at  27s. 
per  cwt.  The  exports  of  cubebs  from  Java  during  the  past 
five  seasons  (July  1  to  June  30)  have  been  as  follows : — 

Year  ...    1392-3       1893-4       1894-5       1895-6  1896-7 
Piculs...     3,244        3,946         5,093         2,928  3,091 

Dill  Seed. — Again  dearer  and  very  scarce  ;  14s.  per  cwt. 
is  the  current  price. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — A  good  amount  of  business  is  reported  in 
Russian  ergot  on  the  basis  of  8d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  for  fair 
but  not  sound  quality.  On  the  spot  Qd.  is  asked  for  wormy 
ergot.  Fair  Spanish  was  offering  a  few  days  ago  at  lid.  per 
lb.,-  but  since  then  Is.  per  lb.  is  generally  asked  ;  and  good 
Russian  is  now  held  for  9kd.  per  lb. 

Galls. —  Chinese  galls  continue  to  advance.  Six  hundred 
cases  have  been  sold  this  week  for  October-November  ship- 
ment, at  from  55s.  Qd.  rising  to  57s.  per  cwt.,  "c.i.f."  terms. 
A  fairly  large  business  has  been  done  in  Smyrna  galls  at  51s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  blue,  which  shows  a  rather  easier 
market. 

Gentian. — Good  French  root  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at 
25s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  for  arrival  23s.  is  quoted. 

Jalap. — The  balance  of  the  parcel  offered  at  auction  last 
week  has  been  sold  at  6±d.  per  lb.  ;  holders  now  require  Q\d. 

Juniper-berries. — The  crop  in  Italy  has  been  a  failure, 
and  quotations  are  higher. 

Kola. — The  demand  has  been  slightly  better  recently,  but 
London  holders  have  some  difficulty  in  competing  at  present, 
Hamburg  and  Liverpool  both  offering  at  lower  rates.  In  the 
last-named  place  there  seems  to  be  a  big  stock. 

Kola-nuts  are  held  for  higher  prices  at  last  Thursday's 
auctions.  Ordinary  slightly  mouldy  good  bright  West  Indian 
sold  at  from  4ff/.up  to  3d.  per  lb.,  and  19  packages  wormy 
and  mouldy  African  kolas  were  also  disposed  of. 

Manna. — The  new  crop  has  yielded  a  very  good  result, 
and  prices  have  declined  about  2d.  per  lb.  on  the  opening 
rates,  the  present  London  quotations  being,  line  large  flake, 
Is.  lid.  ;  ditto  in  wooden  boxes,  2s.  3d. ;  in  tins,  2s.  5d. ; 
ditto,  in  1-lb.  tins,  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  Gerace  sorts,  8\d.  per  lb. 
For  fair  qualities  these  quotations  would  probabfy  still  be 
shaded. 

Menthol. — Dearer.  For  good  quality  7s.  per  lb.  has  been 
paid  on  the  spot  in  small  lots,  but  it  is  possible  that  for  fair 
qualities  there  would  still  be  sellers  at  6s.  9d.  Much  higher 
prices  are  cabled  from  Japan  to-day,  the  first  lots  of  the  new 
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crop  being  offered  at  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  October-November 
shipment. 

Myebh. — A  slightly  better  inquiry  is  reported  for  this 
article.  Finest  pale  London-picked  gum  is  quoted  at 
11.  10s. ;  native  picked,  according  to  quality,  from  60s.  to 
90s.  per  cwt.  Sorts  are  scarce,  pale  quality  being  quoted  at 
60s.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Castoe)  firmly  held.  First  quality  Calcutta  oil  is 
worth  4fd.  per  lb.,  and  seconds  are  not  offering  below  4d 
per  lb.    Business,  however,  is  very  restricted. 

Oil  (Cou-livee).  —  Business  still  remains  quiet,  but 
during  the  last  few  days  the  inquiries  have  been  much  more 
numerous,  and  there  is  a  slight  tendency  towards  firmer  rates. 
The  prices  for  Norwegian  oil  range  according  to  brand  and 
quality  from  58s.  up  to  75s.  per  barrel.  Good  guaranteed 
Lofoten  offers  at  68s.  per  barrel,  spot  terms.  Our  corre- 
spondent in  Norway  writes  on  October  2  :  "  Business  is  quiet, 
our  market  being  still  unaltered  but  firm,  with  a  slightly 
upward  tendency.  The  price  for  best  Lofoven  non-congeal- 
ing oil  is  still  the  same,  65s.  per  barrel  f .o.b.  terms.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  are  7,431  barrels,  against 
4,062  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  last  year." 

Oil  (Olive). — The  London  market  remains  firm,  but 
with  rather  restricted  transactions;  while  in  Liverpool  a 
fair  trade  is  doing  at  the  improved  prices  lately  established. 
From  the  producing  countries  it  is  reported  that  in  Southern 
Italy  the  growing  crop  has  suffered  from  drought,  which 
has  caused  prices- to  advance.  There  has  been  a  strong  home 
demand.  In  Sicily  the  market  has  advanced  owing  to  the 
increased  export  demand,  but  the  crop-prospects  are  fairly 
good.  In  Spain  thecrop  is  not  likely  to  be  large,  but  the 
quality  of  the  oil  will  probably  be  excellent.  Morocco 
reports  a  change  for  the  worse  in  crop-prospects.  No  new 
oil  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Mogador  until  the  beginning  of 
December. 

Oils  Essential. — Lemongrass  oil  is  rather  dearer,  and  the 
cheap  lots  offering  in  London  at  2\d.  per  oz.  have  been 
bought  up,  and  3d.  is  now  asked  on  the  spot.  To  arrive 
nothing  is  offering.  Citronella  oil  steady,  at  Is.  2\d.  per  lb. 
in  tins,  and  Is.  2d.  in  drums.  To  arrive  the  quotation  is 
Is.  l^d.  per  lb.  in  drums,  c.i.f.  terms,  shipment  to  end  of 
year.  Cajuput  has  advanced  a  good  deal  lately  on  account, 
it  is  said,  of  damage  to  the  trees.  There  is  little 
in  London  at  present,  and  the  price  mentioned  is 
about  3s.  6d.  per  bottle.  Cassia  oil  steady,  but  quiet,  at 
6s.  \\d.,  c.i.f.,  October  shipment,  for  75  to  80  per  cent.  oil. 
Star-anise  oil  firm,  at  8s.  4§<Z.  to  8s.  6d. ;  and  8s.  4d,  c.i.f., 
October  shipment,  first  hand.  American  peppermint  oil  is 
again  weaker.  HGH  offers  at  5s.  9d.  per  lb.,  London  terms. 
Jcqjanese  peppermint  oil  is  reported  dearer  at  4s.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  October-December  shipment,  for  Dementholised. 
Orris  oil  has  fallen,  in  sympathy  with  the  raw  article.  The 
London  quotation  is  32s.  per  oz.  The  "  spice-boom "  has 
made  its  imprint  upon  the  prices  of  Clove  oil,  which  have 
been  advanced  Id.  per  lb.  by  the  English  makers,  and  are 
now  quoted  from  2s.  Zd.  to  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality  ; 
and  of  Oil  of  pimento,  which  has  been  raised  to  8s.  and  8s.  6d. 
per  lb.  for  best  English  drawn,  according  to  manufacturer. 
This  advance  in  clove  oil  is  not  proportionate  to  the  rise  in 
the  value  of  the  spice  itself,  but  it  is  impossible  to  raise 
quotations  further  at  present,  on  account  of  competition 
among  the  manufacturers. 

Opium. — It  is  reported  that  an  advance  of  3d.  per  lb.  has 
taken  place  in  Smyrna  this  week,  but  we  have  received  no 
confirmation  of  this  news.  In  London  the  market  is  firm, 
but  without  much  business,  chiefly  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
most  descriptions  on  this  market.  Good  Druggist's  opium, 
which  is  particularly  scarce,  is  worth  from  9s.  to  9s.  4d.  per 
lb. ;  seconds,  according  to  quality,  from  8s.  6d.  to  8s.  9d.  per 
lb.  In  Persian  opium  there  are  buyers  at  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
ordinary  quality,  but  there  are  no  sellers  at  that  figure. 
Fine  is  held  for  10s.  6d.  Soft  shipping  unaltered,  at  from 
10s.  to  12s.  per  lb. 

Oeeis. — Shows  no  inclination  whatever  to  improve  in  posi- 
tion. The  large  crops  both  of  Florentine  and  Veronese  root 
have  greatly  depressed  prices,  which  are  now  lower  than  they 
have  been  for  about  ten  years.  Best  picked  Florentine  offers 
at  42s.  per  cwt.,  sorts  at  32?.  per  cwt.;  Verona  sorts  25s., 
picked  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  London. 


Pilocarpine. — Owing  to  the  competition  among  makers,, 
and  the  plentiful  supply  of  leaves,  prices  have  been  reduced 
lately.  The  makers  quote,  nominally,  Is.  per  gramme,  but 
that  is  for  small  quantities;  and  for  fair  wholesale  lots  they 
would  be  disposed  to  make  concessions. 

Potash  Salts. — Beckton  Prussiate  is  held  for  b\d.  per  lb. 
net.,  other  brands  at  5jd.  per  lb.  usual  terms.  Cyanide' 
remains  steady,  English  98-99-per-cent.  10\d.  per  lb.  Per- 
manganate, in  small  crystals,  offers  at  67s.  6d.  to  68s.  per  cwt.,. 
which  is  slightly  easier.  Large  crystals,  72s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Saltpetre,  British  refined,  19s.  6d.  to  20s.  6d.,  German, 
19s.  3d.  to  20s.  per  cwt.  according  to  packing.  Caustic  potash 
in  lumps  b\d.,  in  sticks        per  lb. 

Quassia  Wood.— Considerable  arrivals  have  taken  place 
lately,  and,  in  the  absence  of  much  inquiry,  lower  prices 
would  be  accepted. 

Quicksilver. — A  steady  market  at  6/.  15s.  per  bottle  from, 
the  importers,  and  61.  14s.  6d.,  perhaps  61.  14s.,  per  bottle  in 
second  hands. 

Quinine. — The  beginning  of  the  week  witnessed  consider- 
able excitement  in  this  article.  Between  Saturday  and 
Tuesday  fully  100,000  oz.  were  sold,  mostly  from  second 
hands,  at  from  Is.  Ihd.  up  to  Is.  3\d.  per  oz.  It  is  even  said 
that  Is.  3^d.  per  oz.  was  paid,  but  this  seems  doubtfuL 
Since  then  a  complete  quietness  has  come  over  the  market, 
and  to-day  it  is  difficult  to  quote  a  price.  The  nearest 
figures  seem  to  be:  sellers  at  Is.  3d.,  possibly  Is.  2|<2.,  but 
no  buyers  over  Is.  2d.  per  oz.  This  applies  to  the  standard 
German  brands.  With  regard  to  special  makes,  we  may  say 
that  Howards'  quinine  is  still  quoted  by  the  makers  for 
"small  wholesale  lots"  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  for  bulk,  and 
Is.  5d.  per  oz.  for  vials.  Whiffen's  sold  yesterday  in- 
bulk  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  Taillandier's  agents  have  no  price 
at  present.  The  B.  $  S.  agents  also  have  no  quotation';, 
but  a  few  1,000  oz.  of  Amsterdam  quinine  are  offering  at 
Is.  4(Z.  per  oz.  Brunswick  also  quotes  Is.  4fZ..  and  Auerbach 
offers  small  lots  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  In  second-hand  Is.  2\d. 
per  oz.  was  paid  on  Monday  for  Howards'  quinine,  and  Is.  3d. 
for  B.  S.  and  Bruns?vick.  Auerbach  sold  on  the  same  day 
at  Is.  2d.  per  oz.  from  the  factory  (October-December  de- 
livery), and  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  in  second  hand.  To-day  there 
were  second-hand  sellers  in  Mincing  Lane  at  Is.  2d.  per  oz. 
We  have  compiled  the  following  table,  showing  the  unit 
price  of  bark  (in  cents)  at  the  Amsterdam  auctions  ,  of  the- 
past  six  years,  and  the  average  price  of  German  second 
hand  bulk  quinine  in  London  (in  pence)  during  the  weeks, 
in  which  the  Amsterdam  auctions  were  held  :  — 


1897 

1893 

1895 

Auction 

Unit 

Quinine 

Auction 

Unit 

Quinine 

Auction 

Unit 

Quinine 

Cents 

Pence 

Cents 

Pence 

Cents 

Pence 

Jan.  .. 

212.. 

9 

Jan.  . . 

3 

131 

Jan.  . . 

2-70 

Hi 

Feb.  .. 

2-90 

81 

Feb.  .. 

2-82 

13i 

Mar.  .. 

250 

Hi 

April.. 

390 

8* 

Mar.  . . 

2-80 

131 

April.. 

2-85 

111. 

May  .. 

4-10 

81 

May  .. 

2-85 

121 

May  .. 

2-92 

12 

June . . 

420 

81 

June  . . 

2-90 

121 

June  . . 

2  87 

12| 

July  .. 

4-30 

9 

July  . . 

2-85 

124 

July  .. 

2-72 

12j 

Aug.  . . 

4-32 

9J 

Aug.  . . 

255 

lot 

Aug.  . . 

260 

13? 

Sept.  . . 

6-27 

12* 

Oct.  .. 

2-55 

10} 

Oct.  .. 

2-88 

133 

Nov.  . . 

2-17 

91 

Noy.  .. 

290 

13Jt 

Dec.  .. 

2  25 

9 

Dec.  .. 

3 

121 

1894 

1893 

1892 

Auction 

Unit 

Quinine 

Auction 

Unit 

Quinine 

Auction 

Unit 

Quinine 

Cents 

Pence 

Cents 

Pence 

Cents 

Pence 

Jan.  .. 

3-95 

10s  1 

Jan.  . . 

5-80 

f 

Jan.  . . 

6-60 

10 

Mar.  .. 

4-40 

111 

Feb.  .. 

560 

Feb.  .. 

6  75 

91 

April . . 

4-42 

101 

Mar.  . . 

5-28 

9} 

Mar.  .. 

6-88 

10 

May  .. 

4-30 

iii 

April . . 

516 

9| 

May  .. 

6 

91 

Si 

J une  . . 

410 

10i 

June  . . 

4-88 

9i 

June  . . 

6 

July  .. 

450 

lOf 

July  . . 

355 

9 

July  .. 

6-25 

81, 

Aug.  . . 

4  35 

■  12 

Aug.  .. 

2-62 

8£ 

Aug.  . . 

6-13 

9 

Oct.  .. 

493 

111 

Oct.  .. 

2-70 

91 

Sept. . . 

613 

9 

Nov. 

350 

111 

Nov.  . . 

3-35 

9f 

Nov.  . . 

613 

101 

Dec.  .. 

2  80 

111 

Dec.  .. 

3-88 

10i 

Dec.  .. 
. 

6 

91 
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"  QUIXLAIA. — The  stocks  have  shrunk  very  much  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  continuance  of  the  advance,  as  the  new 
crop  is  not  likely  to  arrive  until  the  eud  of  this  year  or  the 
beginning  of  next. 

Quinine  Preparations. —  Citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  has 
again  been  advanced  by  the  makers.  B.P.  quality  is  now 
quoted  at  5:}d.  per  oz.  in  bulk,  and  6f(2.  per  oz.  in  vials. 
Citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  with  strychnia  is  held  for  10(2. 
per  oz. 

Rhubarb. — Small  sales  are  reported  privately  at  the 
somewhat  easier  rates  paid  at  last  week's  auctions. 

Saffron. — It  is  still  too  early  to  give  any  authentic  news 
with  regard  to  the  coming  crop  of  saffron,  but  there  are 
indications  that  the  yield  will  be  below  the  average,  and 
prices  are  generally  very  firm. 

ScAmmont-ROOT  is  in  fair  supply,  but  without  any  demand 
ef  importance.  The  quotation  is  more  or  less  nominal  at  30.s. 
to  32s.  6(2.  per  cwt.  Turkish  scammony  resin  is  quite 
neglected,  but  holders  are  nominally  firm,  best  virgin  quality 
being  quoted  at  28s.  to  30s.,  seconds  at  18s.  to  24s.,  and 
thirds  at  from  10s.  to  15s.  per  lb.  Small  sales  of  "  Skillipe  " 
gum  have  been  made  at  from  5s.  to  10s.  per  lb.  according  to 
quality. 

Shellac. — The  week  opened  with  a  flat  market,  and, 
although  during  the  past  two  or  three  days  there  has  been  a 
fair  business,  prices  have  declined  about  Is.  6<2.  to  2s.  for 
TN,  the  sales  privately  amounting  to  about  300  cases  for 
October-December  shipment  at  from  60s.  down  to  59s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  and  about  1,400  cases  for  October  delivery 
at  63s.,  November  from  64s.  down  to  63s.  per  cwt.  At 
auction  a  large  supply,  consisting  of  1,570  cases,  was 
offered.  The  demand  was  moderate,  and,  owners  showing 
some  anxiety  to  sell,  about  450  cases  were  disposed  of  at  a 
decline  of  2s.  to  3s.  per  cwt.  on  second  Orange ;  ordinary 
weak  to  medium  red  selling  at  58s.  to  60s.  ;  medium  fair  to 
good  reddish,  60s.  to  63s.;  fine  lemon,  85*.  For  hard  blocky 
Garnet  52s.  was  paid,  and  for  common  glassy  second  Button 
from  59s.  to  65s.  per  cwt.  Privately  TN  Orange  is  not 
worth  more  than  62s.  on  the  spot,  but  for  Garnet  AC  74s.  is 
required. 

Soda  Salts.  —  Caustio  soda  unaltered  ;  76-per-cent., 
82.  15s.  f.o.b.  Liverpool  or  Tyne  ;  74-per-cent.,  81.  5s.  f.o  b. 
Liverpool;  70-per-cent ,  72.  10s.  spot  or  f.o.b.  Liverpool;  60- 
■per-cent.,  61.  10s.  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Cry  stalls  steady  at  52*.  6a!. 
in  barrels,  or  50s.  per  cwt.  in  bags,  on  the  spot.  Tyne  quotes 
52s.  6-2.,  Liverpool  57s.  6*2.  f.o.b.  Alkali,  53 -par-cent.  8Ds.  f.o.b. 
Liverpool,  and  77s.  6d.  in  bags  free  rail.  Prussiate  of  soda, 
Beckton,  4.-2.  per  lb.  net.  Chloratehas  declined,  and  now  offers 
at  3J(2.  per  lb.  for  future  delivery,  and  at  3§(2.  to  3J(2.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot.  Hyposulphite  on  the  spot  in  kegs,  51. 15s.,  f.o.b. 
Tyne  in  casks,  52.  per  ton.  Bicarbonate  in  kegs,  72.  5s.  ex 
warehouse,  and  from  62.  5s.  to  62.  15s.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  ac- 
■cording  to  packing.    Acetate  13s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — At  this  week's  auctions  Ginger  was  quiet,  the 
supply  of  Cochin  being  very  small.  Of  67  cases,  20  sold  at 
43s  to  43s.  6(2.  for  fair  medium  to  bold  limed  native  cut ; 
and  of  387  bags,  50  medium,  dull,  washed,  rough  realised 
24s.  6(2.  per  cwt.  A  few  lots  rough  limed  Japan  ginger  sold 
at  14s.  to  15s.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  was  not  offered.  Nutmegs 
are  firm  ;  only  a  small  supply  was  shown  at  auction.  Mace, 
however,  is  quieter,  with  sales  of  West  Indian  at  Is.  6d.  to 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Cassia  lignea  steady,  but  none  sold  at 
auction,  250  cases  good  bold  quill  being  bought  in  at  46s. 
per  cwt.  Privately  a  fair  business  has  been  done  at  47s. 
per  cwt.  Chillies  quiet;  of  15  cases  fine  red  Japan,  a  por- 
tion sold  at  55s.,  while  57  bales  Zanzibar  were  bought  in. 
Pimento  was  not  offered  at  auction,  but  privately  about  300 
bags  of  fair  quality  have  been  sold  at  3i|(2. ;  good  is  held 
for  3|(2.  per  lb.,  showing  a  firm  market.  Black  pepper  is 
lower  and  dull  of  sale ;  Singapore  offers  on  the  spot  at  311(2. 
per  lb.,  and  for  arrival  at  3}d.  to  3\%d.,  according  to  position. 
White  pepper  is  also  easier ;  good  bold  Singapore  sold  at 
auction  at  7^(2.  to  l\d.  per  lb.  Fair  Siam  has  been  done 
privately  at  6|(2.,  but  at  auction  200  bags  were  bought  in  at 
6|(2.  to  6|(2. ;  and  of  Penang  pepper  there  are  sellers  on  the 
pot  at  5|(2.  per  lb. 

St.  Ignatius  Beans.— The  entire  first-hand  supply  offer- 


ing in  London  is  said  to  have  been  bought  up  by  speculators, 
who  now  demand  6(2.  per  lb.,  or  more  than  double  the  price 
at  which  sales  were  recently  made. 

Sulphonal. — We  hear  that  the  price  has  been  reduced 
to-day  6(2.  per  oz.  by  the  German  manufacturers — viz ,  from 
7s.  9(2.  down  to  Is.  3d. 

Turmeric. — Quieter,  at  from  18s.  down  to  13s.  6(2.  per 
cwt.  for  Madras,  according  to  quality,  and  at  lis.  6(2.  per 
cwt.  for  Bengal. 

Valerian-root. — Good  foreign  root  is  now  offering  freely 
at  lower  rates — viz.,  25s.  to  26s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — The  following  figures  are  supplied  to  us  as 
being  the  "  authentic "  particulars  relating  to  the  Eastern 
vanilla  crops  of  1897  and  1896  : — 

Place     Bourbon    Seychelles    Mayotte    Madagascar  Mauritius 

Kilos.          Kilos.        Kilos.          Kilos.  Kilos. 

1896  ...    98,000        25,000        13,000          2,500  2,500 

1897  ...  100,000       13,000         8,000          2,000  2,000 

The  total  output  in  1897  is  therefore  about  13  per  cent,  less 
than  last  year — viz.,  125,000  kilos  ,  against  141,000  kilos.  In 
these  figures  no  account  is  taken  of  the  small  production  of 
the  West  Indies,  Ceylon,  &c,  nor  of  the  large  crop  of 
Mexico.  The  London  market  remains  firm,  and  a  fair 
amount  of  business  has  taken  place  privately  at  steady  rates 
since  the  last  auctions.  It  seems  likely  that  prices  will  keep 
at  their  present  level  until  Christmas  and  New  Year's  wants 
have  been  filled. 

Was  (Bees'). — In  London  business  in  all  varieties  is  dull. 
It  is  reported  that  two  steamers  have  brought  a  large 
quantity,  said  to  aggregate  about  1,400  packages,  to  Ham- 
burg. 

Wax  (Japan). — Steady  at  40s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  for 
fair  pale  squares,  or  37s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  Octobar  ship- 
ment. 


The  Market  in  Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  not  very  much  change  to  report  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  heavy-chemical  market  this  week.  Business 
keeps  steady,  and  prices  all  round  are  fully  maintained.  The 
export-business  is  rather  brisk,  owing  to  the  early  closing  of 
navigation  on  the  Continent.  Contracts  for  next  year  continue 
to  be  freely  placed.  Bleaching-porvder  is  rather  quieter, 
although  still  in  fairly  active  demand.  S>da  ash  and  Soda 
crystals  are  exceptionally  scarce,  and  for  export  somewhat 
higher  prices  are  being  asked.  Sulphate  of  ammonia 
maintains  a  firm  tone,  but  is  rather  quieter.  Present  quota- 
tions are  : — Beckton,  72.  18s.  9(2. ;  Beckton  terms,  72.  17s.  6(2. ; 
Hull  and  London,  82.  2s.  6:2. ;  and  Leith,  82.  2s.  6i.  to 
82.  3s.  9(2.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to 
602  tons.  Benzols  are  steady,  with  a  fair  amount  of  busi- 
ness, 90-per-cent.  are  quoted  2s.,  and  50  to  90-per-cent. 
2s.  1(2.  Carbolic  acids  are  firm  :  crude,  75-per-cent , 
2s.  2(2. ;  60-per-cent.,  Is.  10(2.  ;  crystals,  39°  to  40°  C, 
7±f2.  ;  34°  to  353  C,  6f(2.  Naphthas  firm.  Crude 
naphtha,  30-per-cent.,  1*.  to  Is.  Id.  ;  solvent  naphtha, 
95-per-cent.,  Is.  9(2.  ;  and  solvent  naphtha,  90-per-cent., 
Is.  7(2.  Anthracene  dull  but  a  shade  firmer,  30  A  b\d. 
and  B  4J(2.  Aniline  oil  and  salts  stand  at  Id.  and  7^(2. 
respectively.  Creosote  {liquid)  maintains  a  steady  position 
at  3(2.  for  filtered  and  2|(2.  to  2|(2.  for  ordinary.  Pitch  very 
quiet,  20s.  6(2.  is  quoted  for  forward.  Chlorate  of  potash 
lower,  3|(2.  to  3\d. ;  for  forward  3|(2.  is  asked.  Borax  and 
boracic  acid  quiet.  Borax  powder,  15s. ;  crystals,  14s.  6(2. 
Boracic  acid,  crystals,  24s  powdered,  25s.  to  26s.  Quotations  for 
Green  copperas  show  no  alteration  at  present  from  those  given 
last  week,  but  owing  to  great  scarcity  an  advance  is  imminent. 
Lancashire  makers  are  practically  without  any  stock.  _  Sul- 
phate of  copper  continues  to  move  well  for  prompt  delivery, 
whilst  forward  business  is  fully  maintained ;  prices  are  as 
quoted  in  our  last  issue.  Nitrate,  of  soda  very  quiet ;  refined 
7s.  l\d.,  ordinary,  7s.  4^(2.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  steady. 
Saltpetre,  kegs,  20s.  6(2.' and  barrels  19<.  6d.,  best  English 
refined  ;  German,  20s.  and  19s.  3d.  respectively.  Best  white 
powdered  Arsenic  is  now  in  rather  better  supply  at  222.  10s. 
per  cwtj 
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The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing-  on  October  6,  reports 
that  the  market  for  Castor  oil  remains  steady.  A  con- 
siderable business  has  been  done  in  Calcutta  at  3^d.  to 
4<Z.  per  lb.,  and  in  view  of  prospective  short  arrivals  in  the 
near  future  holders  are  firm.  French  castor  oil  is  quiet  at 
3^d.  to  3^/1.  for  first  pressure,  and  3^d.  for  second  pressure. 
No  Madras  offers  on  the  market  at  present.  Sulphate  of 
copper  is  very  firm  at  161.  12s.  6d.  to  171.  5s.,  according  to 
position.  Cream  of  Tartar,  first  white,  is  selling  at  80s.  to  82s. 
for  good  quality  of  full  strength.  There  is  rather  an  inactive 
market  in  Gums,  Soudan  descriptions  meeting  with  but  little 
inquiry.  The  stock  of  sorts  is  in  a  narrow  compass,  and  is 
firmly  held,  but  the  consumption  at  present  rates  is  small, 
only  retail  sales  being  effected  without  change  in  prices. 
Medium  grades  are  quietly  steady,  with  moderate  sales  at 
late  rates.  Honey  is  in  better  demand  all  round ;  sales  of 
Peruvian  have  been  effected  at  22s.  6d.  cwt.,  and  no  Chilian 
now  offers  under  22s.  cwt.  In  Californian  there  is  a  small 
supply  of  fine  liquid,  and  values  are  tending  higher.  In  Caseara 
sagrada  there  has  been  more  movement,  and  the  market  has 
been  cleared  of  lots  in  first  hands.  A  new  arrival  of 
19  bales  Scammony-root  found  buyers  recently  at  30s. 
cwt. ;  some  parcels  are  held  for  50s.  cwt.  After  selling 
pretty  freely  at  30s.  cwt.,  Guinea  grains  have  gone  up  to: 
35s.  cwt.,  at  which  they  are  firmly  held.  Tonea  beans 
Para  are  in  very  limited  supply.  A  parcel  at  auction  was 
withdrawn  at  Is.  6d.,  but  slightly  less  might  be  taken.  Good 
grey  Cochineal  offers  at  lid.  to  ll^d.  per  lb.  Quillaia  hark 
continues  to  advance  steadily,  and  sales  have  been  made  at 
26s.  cwt.  ordinary  quality,  and  holders  are  all  very  firm.  Fenu- 
greek-seed :  Alexandrian  has  been  selling  from  the  quay  at  10s. 
cwt.  Sales  of  bright  Maranham  Balsam  copaiba  are  re- 
ported at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  Chillies,  S.  L.,  are  finding  ready 
buyers,  and  50  bags  fair  quality  sold  at  35s.  cwt. ;  40s.  is  now 
asked  for  fine  bright.  Russian  anise  is  in  a  much  improved 
position,  and  holders  are  firm  at  21s.  to  22s.  cwt. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  October  5 : — 
"  Business  in  general  is  quiet  here ;  the  drug-market  is  also 
dull,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles  like  quinine,  ergot 
of  rye,  &c.  Star  anise  oil  is  unaltered,  but  Kussian  is 
dearer,  old  at  36|m.  to  37m.,  new  crop  41m.  to  42m.  per  100 
kilos.  Antimony  is  unchanged  at  38m.  per  100  kilos.  Aloes 
(Cape)  is  firm  at  48m.  per  100  kilos.  Citric-acid  quiet  at 
253m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  quiet  at  15m.,  Balsam 
Tola  4f  m.  per  kilo.  Camphor  (refined)  does  not  show  much 
business  at  260m.  to  255m.  per  100  kilos.  Cuminseed  is  un- 
changed at  38m.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos.  Caseara  sagrada 
28m.  per  100  kilos.  Cantharides  (Russian)  are  quoted  325  to 
350m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  Rye  is  very  firm  :  good  sound 
quality  is  scarce  at  160m.  per  100  kilos.,  inferior  quality 
demands  130m.  per  100  kilos.  Honey  is  firm,  with  a  good 
demand  for  Chilian  Pile  II.  and  III. ;  Californian  is  also 
firmer  at  48m.  to  52n.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol  is  firm,  to-day's 
price  is  14f  to  15m.  per  kilo,  cfentian-root  is  firm  at  49m. 
to  50m.  per  100  kilos.  Galangal,  40m.  to  41m.  per  100  kilos. 
Opium  is  quiet  at  18m.  per  kilo.  Kola  nuts  are  quiet  at  55m. 
to  60m.  per  kilo.  Nux  vomica,  15m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-iiver 
oil  remains  quiet,  non-congealing  oil  at  68m.  to  70m. 
per  kilo.  Castor  oil  is  easier  and  more  offering ;  first 
pressing  for  spot  delivery  at  63m.  per  100  kilos.  Star- 
anise  oil  is  very  firm  at  17m.  per  kilo.  Kussian  anise  oil 
is  also  firm  at  15m.  per  kilo.  Cassia  oil  continues  firm. 
Peppermint  oil  HGH  quiet,  at  5f  m.  per  lb.  ;  Japan  oil,  7m. 
per  kilo.  Spirits  of  turpentine  excited,  bl\m.  per  100  kilos, 
ex  store  was  asked  to-day  for  spot  delivery.  Shellac  shows 
very  little  business.  Spermaceti  is  firm  at  300m.  per  100 
kilos.  Wax  (Carnauba),  grey  77m.,  yellow  130m.  per  100 
kilos.  Japan  wax  is  firm,  spot  at  80m.,  shipment  77m.  per 
100  kilos." 


The  many  friends  of  Mr.  G.  Bult  Francis,  of  the  firm  of 
Hearon,  Squire,  &  Francis,  will  regret  to  hear  that  he  has 
been  laid  up  with  gastritis.  Mr.  Francis  is  now  convalescent, 
and  proposes  to  take  a  long  sea-voyage  as  a  recuperative. 
He  has  booked  a  passage  in  the  sailing-vessel  Hesperus, 
which  leaves  next  week  for  Melbourne. 


^oni)0it  $ni(j  Statistics. 


Thr  following  statistics  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries  of  some  of  the 
leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public  warehouses  in  the  course  of 


the  nine  months  from  January  1  to  .September  30, 1897  and  1896,  and  to  the 


stocks  on  Septemb 

2r  30  of 

these  two  years. 

Their  accuracy  cannot  be 

guaranteed. 

Stocks 

Imported 

Delivered  ■ 

Article 

1897 

1896 

I 

!  1897 



1896 

1897 

1896 

3.004 

4,443 

1 

1,500 

2,255 

2.537 

I 

2.803 

2,224 

2,167 

2,352 

2,084 

532 

125 

184 

100 

3 

99 

90 

Arrowroot  ....  brls 

I  9.255 

15,427 

9,561 

13,343 

12,051 

.  11,565 

„       bxs  &  tns 

1,715 

2,012 

227 

942 

1,035 

'stL 

989 

Balsams  (medicinal  ) 

542 

1  ■ 

cks,  &c. 

428 

752 

281 

659 

1.153 

I  ~ 

10 

1 

~~z 

11 

31 

Oalumba  bgs 

77 

113 

478 

35 

412 

1,144 

11,624 

11,496 

6.637 

5,879 

6.945 

7,656 

Cardamoms..  cs,0fcc. 

760 

532 

2,898 

1,711 

2,582 

2,156 

Oinchona-bark  : — 

S.  American . . . .  cs 

54 

56 

TT 

2 

2 

„       bis,  &G. 

13,552 

i  A  ono 

■  14,8y8 

2,526 

2.214 

2,800 

4,565 

B.  I.,  Ceylon,  f  cs 

439 

290 

197 

265 

66 

245 

and  Java    t  bis 

6,129 

9,621 

7,468 

13,668 

9,341 

13,218 

on  T  n  ft 
20.174 

24,865 

10,191 

lb,14( 

12.209 

1 

,  18.030 

2,112 

1,719 

1,057 

1,683 

1,657 

j  1,703 

Oocculus  Ind. . .  „ 

35 

74 

147 

37 

164- 

Cream  of  tartar  cks 

7 

5 

2 

77 

9 

472 

33  L 

321 

4, 
43 

321 

108 

1,471 

1.886 

540 

1,00/ 

890 

[1,383 

Dragons' blood  ..cs 

101 

108 

TOG. 

205 

Galls- 

China  and  Jap.  cs 

601 

1,715 

469 

1,981 

847 

773 

Trkey.&Persn.  bgs 

4,541 

8,160 

5,919 

6,613 

7.007 

3.410 

1,055 

1,057 

4,894 

2,827 

4,914 

3,510 

Gums— 

13,842 

15,338 

20,657 

on  ocn 

19,782 

16,485 

Ammoniacum  „ 

32 

44 

16 

13 

58 

Animi  &  copal  „ 

19,902 

14,107 

30,353 

24,019 

25,410 

18.606 

Asaf cetida  . .  „ 

496 

486 

919 

736 

684 

1,013 

Benzoin   ....  „ 

3.231 

2,848 

3,009 

3,901 

3,181 

2,560 

3,022 

4,130 

3,475 

6,726 

4,152 

4,707 

Galbanum   . .  „ 

tTx 

1 

~~ 

77 

1 

1 

Gamboge  ....  „ 

341 

212 

299 

312 

149 

259> 

Guaiacum   . .  „ 

78 

57 

106 

76 

78 

76 

21 

28 

19 

24 

25 

10 

912 

1,075 

2,561 

2,130 

2,700 

2,493 

Mastich  ....pkgs 

4 

10 

9 

Ol 

17 

32 

504 

667 

168 

467 

238 

345 

Olibanum   . .  „ 

1,533 

3,796 

2,712 

5,924 

3,827 

4.184 

Sandarach  . .  „ 

888 

253 

1,554 

822 

983 

831 

Tragacanth . .  „ 

3.581 

4.087 

5,333 

6,768 

5,808 

4.660 

19,114 

14,671 

18.502 

19,175 

10,861 

12,765 

„     Spanish  srns 

1,183 

1,425 

1,876 

2,757 

1,972 

2,066 

Ipecacuanha,  Brazil 

410 

bis 

295 

431 

494 

646 

563- 

„  Other  kinds  pkgs 

26 

17 

169 

105 

164 

132 

324 

374 

249 

373 

229 

251 

2,529 

2,774 

,.7/7. 

176 

59 

Nitrate  of  soda  tons 

1,457 

1.735 

16,286 

14,015 

15,203 

14.254 

Nux  vomica  . .  pkgs 

342 

705 

752 

524 

581 

917 

Oils — 

109 

37 

165 

39 

101 

132 

Cassia  „ 

98 

20 

170 

33 

92 

44 

127 

107 

694 

904 

778 

878 

273 

912 

511 

1,241 

803 

1.395 

Cocoa-nut  . .  tons 

208 

258 

961 

1,437 

1.096 

1.923 

Olive  .  ...cks&c. 

798 

1,083 

1,562 

2,385 

1,923 

1,746 

18 

34 

43 

115 

39 

89 

Quinine  sulphate  lbs 

89,506 

92,254 

28,547 

10,198 

26,995 

41.220 

10/ 

492 

1  014 

472 

71  R 

903 

Safflower  bis 

246 

186 

166 

181 

68 

71 

2,476 

2,686 

5,635 

5.637 

4,710 

3,540 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

236 

306 

786 

770 

813 

730 

1,190 

2,374 

1,631 

3,782 

3,245 

4,005 

Shellac — 

7  294 

6,479 

9,798 

7,945 

8,423 

7,594 

5,908 

5,898  ; 

6,755 

6,178 

5,094 

6,163 

40,071 

27,807  1 

46,380 

42,133 

31,822 

28,014 

Total  chts. 

53,273 

40,184 

62,933 

56,256 

45,339 

41,771 

3,735 

3,449 

3,337 

6,269 

2,522 

3,305 

Turmeric — 

393 

614 

34  1 

93 

168 

237 

Madras,  Cochin, 

238 

468 

79 : 

110 

214 

279 

Total   „ 

631 

1,082 

113  | 

203 

382 

516 

Vermilion  chts,  &c. 

7 

17 

7 

26 

Wax— 

(Bees')  bis  &  srns 

979 

605 

1,935 

1,714 

1,366 

2.232 

„        cks  &  cs 

1.693 

1.453 

3,374 

2,462 

2,643 

1.992 

(Japan)  . .  cs,  &c. 

248 

1 

64 

382 

111 

321 

518 
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In  writing  letter's  for  publication,  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 

paper  only.  Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plvime, 
Correspon-  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dents.  writer.    Queries  should,  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


"A  Profit  on  Beecharn's  Pills." 

SIR, — The  importance  of  Mr.  Beecharn's  letter  published 
in  your  last  week's  issue  cannot  be  over-estimated.  It  is  a 
public  utterance  on  the  vexed  question  of  cutting  by  one  of 
the  largest  advertisers  in  the  world.  Undoubtedly  Mr. 
Beecharn's  action  is  an  attempt  to  regulate  retail  selling-prices. 
The  proprietor  of,  in  all  probability,  the  most  largely-adver- 
tised medicine  in  the  world  is  prepared  to  admit  that  cutting 
interferes  with  the  sales  of  his  article,  for  we  are  sure  Mr. 
Beecham  has  no  wish  that  we  should  recognise  in  what  he 
lias  clone  at  Southampton  anything  but  a  desire  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  himself  and  the  traders  of  that  town. 
Personally,  1  appreciate  very  highly  what  I  believe  to  be  an 
honest  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Beecham  to  do  something 
in  the  right  direction.  His  action  contrasts  most  favourably 
with  the  stoical  indifference  of  American  proprietors  who 
come  over  here  expecting  to  monopolise  the  benefits  of 
looking  after  pale  people  or  attending  to  disordered  livers. 
I  have  little  hesitation  in  taking  for  the  P.A.T.A.  its  fail- 
share  of  the  credit  for  the  decided  action  taken  by  Mr. 
Beecham  against  cutting.  Having  admitted  so  much,  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  is  in  no  spirit  of  antagonism  that  I  point 
out  the  following  facts.  Mr.  Beecham  offers  to  send  agree- 
ments, with  the  minimum  selling-prices  of  his  articles,  ready 
printed  for  signature  by  rival  traders  in  various  districts,  and 
offers  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  coax  the  refractory  ones.  I 
quote  the  minimum  paces  printed  by  Mr.  Beecham  : — ■ 


Advt.  prices 

Minimum  selling-prices... 


,'9i 


It  will  be  convenient  to  add  here  the 

Wholesale  price  as  quoted  from 
prominent  lists   7/6 

Mr.  Beecharn's  price  for  51.  lots, 
cash  with  order,  carriage 
forward...       ...       ...       ...  77? 


1/U 


10/ 


2 '9 
2,3 


27  6 


9,  6      25  6 


The  outcome  of  Mr.  Beecharn's  kindly-meant  interposition 
is  that  the  Southampton  chemists  who  purchase  through  the 
wholesale  houses  agree  not  to  sell  the  smallest  size  below 
what  they  pay  for  them,  nor  to  part  with  the  large  size  below 
6d.  per  dozen  less  than  they  pay  for  them.  In  addition  to 
this  loss  they  have  to  pay  the  carriage.  To  the  others  who 
buy  direct,  in  51.  lots,  a  profit  of  something  under  10  per 
cent,  is  secured,  the  carriage  coming  out  of  that  10  per  cent. 
The  above  figures  provide  the  most  eloquent  argument  which 
could  possibly  be  used  in  proving  the  necessity  for  the 
P.A.T.A.  Mr.  Beecharn's  calculation,  showing  on  a  quick 
turnover  100  per  cent  ,  per  annum,  leaves  out  of  consideration 
entirely  the  cost  of  even  this  quick  turnover.  If  the  goods 
were  distributed  by  a  slot-machine,  something  would  have  to 
come  off  even  then  for  working-expenses,  if  it  was  only  a 
yearly  coat  of  paint  for  the  machines.  We  do  not  think  that 
Mr.  Beecham  would  expect  that  chemists  should  exempt  his 
goods  from  bearing  their  proper  quota  of  the  working-ex- 
penses of  the  establishment,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
even  the  51.  buyers,  under  Mr.  Beecharn's  arrangements  at 
Southampton,  would  be  selling  below  cost-price. 

Your  Editorial  dealing  with  Mr.  Beecharn's  letter  rightly 
points  out  that  a  gross  10  per  cent,  is  not  a  living  profit, 
and  your  argument,  based  on  the  fact  that  upon  a  turnover 
of  nearly  two  millions  the  working-expenses  of  the  Civil 
Service  Supply  Association  amounts  to  9|  par  cent.,  proves 
your  case  to  the  hilt.  Your  figures  as  to  the  number  of  our 
members,  compared  with  the  total  number  of  patent-medi- 


cine licence-holders  are,  however,  likely  to  mislead.  Whilst 
it  is  true  there  are  over  32,000  holders  of  these  licences, 
many  of  them  are  held  by  the  same  trader.  Without 
reference  to  our  books,  I  can  call  to  mind  the  names  of  six 
of  our  members  who  hold  nearly  a  hundred  licences  between 
them,  so  that  the  comparison  is  hardly  fair  to  us. 

We  think  Mr.  Beecham  would  do  well  to  follow  the  lines, 
say,  of  the  proprietors  of  Dr.  Scott's  pills  in  adding  his  article 
to  the  protected  list  at  the  minimum  retail  selling-price  of 
Is.,  allowing  the  trade  to  buy  wholesale  at  10s.  per  dozen, 
with  a  10-per-cent.  margin  to  the  wholesale  houses.  He 
would  then  be  securing  what  he  is  evidently  anxious  to  get — 
namely,  the  goodwill  of  the  trade,  and  by  so  doing,  out  of 
the  32,000  licence-holders  he  would  not  have  more  than  a 
score  to  oppose  the  terms.  I  think  he  will  see  that  the 
trouble  he  is  at  present  taking  is  not  only  unnecessary  but  i& 
doomed  to  failure.  Whilst  fully  admitting  Mr.  Beecharn's 
good  intentions  in  the  matter,  I  am  convinced  it  will  not  be- 
to  the  interests  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  trade  in  any 
district  to  fall  in  with  the  proposed  terms.  It  is  only 
playing  into  the  hands  of  the  monopolist  trader.  It  is  rather- 
surprising  that  Messrs.  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  have 
laid  themselves  open  to  an  attack,  which  we  quite  anticipate 
will  be  made  by  some  chemist  or  other  on  the  following 
lines.  In  the  bold  advertisement  which  Day's  have  been 
publishing  in  order  to  damage  the  P.A.T.A.  they  cried  out 
about  the  chemists'  ring.  What  a  lovely  opportunity  the- 
recent  events  at  Southampton  will  afford  for  someone  adver- 
tising throughout  the  district :  "  The  Southampton  ring, 
Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  have  joined  a  ring  to  force 
up  the  price  of  Beecharn's  pills.  They  are  bound  to  sell  at 
10§rf. — our  price,  9kd."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  now  Mr. 
Beecham  has  publicly  shown  his  concern  for  the  well-being 
of  his  customers  he  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
placing  the  trade  in  his  article,  not  only  in  Southampton,  but 
throughout  the  whole  country,  on  a  fairer  basis.  A  letter 
addressed  to  the  P.A.T.A.,  instructing  us  to  add  his  article- 
to  our  list,  is  all  that  he  has  to  do. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  Glyx-Jojjes. 

2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,  London,  E.C., 
October  4. 

"What  Next?" 

Sir, — We  enclose  you  a  circular  received  this  morning; 
which  suggests  the  inquiry,  "  What  next?  "  and  this  is  our 
answer,  "  What  next  ?  "  We  are,  yours  truly, 

Elliman,  Sons  &  Co. 

[The  circular  enclosed  by  Messrs.  Elliman  is  a  printed  one- 
headed  "  Sussex  Drug  Company  Sick  Fund,"  asking  for  a 
subscription  or  donation  to  the  fund  "  which  has  been 
established  by  the  employes  for  mutual  benefit  during  in- 
capacity from  duty  by  sickness  or  other  cause,"  and  signed, 
"  For  the  Sussex  Co-operative  Drug  Company  (Limited),  C. 
Crowhurst,  Assistant  Secretary.''] 

Poor-law  Dispensers. 

Sir, — On  September  11  you  kindly  inserted  in  The; 
Chemist  and  Druggist  a  letter  from  me,  in  reply  to  one 
sent  the  w-eek  previously  by  "  A  (very)  Poor-law  Dispenser.'7, 
In  that  letter  I  invited  Poor-law  dispensers  to  write  me, 
offering  suggestions  as  to  what  could  be  done  to  improve 
our  positions,  and  to  see  if  it  was  possible  to  form  an 
association.  I'p  to  this  date  (October  4)  I  have  received 
two  letters  only,  so  that  it  really  does  seem,  Sir,  that  after 
all  our  dispensers  think  themselves  very  comfortably  off,  and 
do  not  wish  to  improve  their  status,  &c.  Of  course,  as 
regards  salaries,  the  matter  rests  with  the  Boards  of  Guardians- 
themselves,  and  if  dispensers  who  think  they  are  poorly 
paid  w  ill  take  the  trouble  to  call  and  see  the  Guardians 
individually,  and  in  a  respectful  manner  educate  them  as  to- 
what  trouble  and  expense  it  takes  to  become  qualified,  they 
will  find  that  these  gentlemen  are  not  wholly  deaf.  "  If  a 
thing  is  worth  having  it  is  worth  writing  for,"  and  nothing 
will  be  done  by  sitting  down  and  grumbling.  May  I  be 
allowed  to  give  a  word  of  encouragement  to  my  brother- 
dispensers  who  really  feel  that  they  are  honestly  worth 
more  in  salary  than  they  are  getting  ?  During  the  eighteen 
years  I  have  been  dispenser  at  this  large  establishment  I 
have  met  with  nothing  but  kindness,  courtesy,  andconsidera- 
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tion  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they  are  giving  me  a 
salary  which,  as  things  are  at  present,  is  a  very  good  one. 
„s.lQ  W.  Austin  Atteeb 

(Out-relief  Dispenser,  Portsea  Island  Union). 
S.  Michael's  Road,  Southsea,  October  4. 

Sie, — Will  you  kindly  insert  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  a 
meeting  of  dispensers  employed  on  the  Poor-law  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  next,  October  12,  at  the  St.  Saviour's  Board 
Room,  John  Street,  Blackfriars  (near  the  Obelisk),  at  7  p.m., 
the  occasion  being  the  meeting  of  the  Poor-law  Officers'  As- 
sociation, and  we  wish  as  many  dispensers  as  possible  to  be 
present.  Yours  faithfully, 

W.E.SEB}Hon-Secretaries- 
Poplar  Union  Dispensary,  Poplar,  E., 
October  5. 

An  Irish  Irreconcilable. 

Mr.  J.  E.  O'Neill,  of  Maghera,  sends  us  a  copy  of  his  re- 
joinder to  the  reply  to  his  first  letter  sent  by  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  and  published  in 
this  journal  on  September  25.  As  Mr.  O'Neill's  letter  is  very 
long,  and  in  the  main  repeats  the  charges  of  neglect  and 
exclusiveness  which  he  first  alleged  against  the  Society,  we 
must  take  the  liberty  of  condensing  it  considerably.  First 
be  repudiates  the  idea  that  he  has  only  two  reasons  for  not 
becoming  an  "  associate  druggist."  He  only  mentioned  two ; 
but  there  are  many  others.  However,  he  will  confine  himself 
for  the  present  to  those  two.  If  by  joining  the  Society  he 
may  call  himself  associate  druggist,  he  wants  to  know  why 
be  may  not.  say  associate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  by  adopting  the  use  of  the  letters  A.D.P.S.I.  This,  he 
admits,  is  a  small  matter,  and  hardly  worth  the  attention 
that  has  been  given  it.  But  there  is  an  old  saying,  "A 
straw  often  shows  how  the  wind  blows,"  and  it  applies  with 
great  force  to  this  subject  when  the  Council  of  the  Society 
appear  unwilling  to  make  this  small  concession. 

To  come  to  the  important  part  of  the  complaint,  Mr. 
O'Neill  does  not  think  the  charge  against  wholesale  druggists 
has  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  point  at  issue.  He 
is  not  in  a  position  to  speak  for  the  wholesale  druggists,  and 
would  simply  remark  that  the  less  said  about  supplying 
poisons  to  shopkeepers  the  better,  as  they  are  not  the  only 
defaulters  in  this  respect.  Admitting,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  many  of  the  wholesale  druggists  are  as  black 
as  Mr.  Wells  paints  them,  he  asks,  "  Can  that  be  seriously  put 
forward  as  a  reason  for  excluding  all  chemists  and  druggists 
and  registered  druggists  from  the  Council  of  the  Society  ? 
Are  there  no  druggists  in  Ireland  entitled  to  sit  as  members 
of  the  Council  of  the  P.S.I,  save  Mr.  Turkington  1  Your 
action  towai  ds  them,"  he  says,  "  plainly  shows  that  this  is 
your  feeling  Still  you  ask  the  men  in  whom  you  have  shown 
jouhave  no  confidence,  and  whom  you  have  insulted,  to  con- 
fide in  yon  by  subscribing  their  money  to  perpetuate  this 
system  of  ex'-lusiveness." 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Dkuogists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's  "Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duly" 


230/2.  II.  C. — Medicine-stamps  are  not  required  for  pre- 
parations recommended  for  the  cure  of  animal  diseases.  For 
registration  of  trade-marks  see  instructions  in  DiAET. 

229/42  ''itlifornia. — We  have  not  the  exact  conditions 
of  the  Ca.Ufornian  examination  by  us,  but  we  understand  that 
only  "  licentiates  "  can  keep  open  shop  as  pharmacists.  Their 
"assistants"  examination,  we  believe,  corresponds  with  the 

one  in  Ireland. 

229/47  Cinnamon. — We  do  not  see  how  we  can  advise 
you  as  to  the  proprietary  rights  in  the  title  "  chillie  paste." 
We  are  sure  that  no  exclusive  right  to  such  a  title  could  be 
obtained  now,  but  it  is  a  question  for  evidence  whether  you 
-could  safely  adopt  it.  First,  it  would  be  necessary  to  say 
whether  those  two  words  are  registered  as  an  old  mark; 


they  might  be.  That  would  involve  a  search  at  the  Trade- 
marks Office.  If  they  are  not,  there  is  no  certainty.  Read  up 
the  Yorkshire  Relish  case,  which  was  contested  up  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  you  will  perceive  the  difficulty  and 
imprudence  of  expressing  a  confident  opinion.  See  article 
in  C.  %  D.,  July  10,  page  54. 

228/23.  Cycle. — You  cannot  do  wrong  in  taking  provi- 
sional protection.  For  particulars  see  C.  $;  D.  DiAET,  where 
you  will  also  find  the  advertisements  of  trustworthy  patent- 
agents.  We  should  advise  you  to  take  out  the  provisional 
protection  yourself,  but  to  consult  with  a  patent-agent  when 
you  are  ready  to  proceed  further.  The  advantage  of  em- 
ploying a  patent-agent  must  be  to  a  certain  extent  pro- 
blematical. He  has  experience,  and  that  should  be  valuable  to 
you.  A  hint  from  him  may  in  some  cases  save  ten  times 
what  he  costs.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  idea  is  no  good,  no 
patent-agent  can  make  it  successful. 

332/32.  Elixir. — The  mixture  is  liable  to  medicine-stamp 
duty  because  you  specifically  recommend  it  for  certain 
ailments. 

232/34.  Hants. — There  is  no  legal  necessity  for  you  or 
for  the  company  to  describe  yourself  as  a  chemist  in  your 
announcement  about  artificial  teeth.  The  only  object  of 
adding  such  a  description  would  be  to  show  that  you  were 
not  assuming  any  description  which  you  have  not  legal  right 
to  use. 

232/38.  Perseverance. — No.  1  handbill  would  make  the  pills 
liable,  whether  it  was  supplied  with  the  pills  or  published  in 
any  other  form.  No.  2  we  are  not  sure  about ;  you  can  only 
get  an  authoritative  answer  by  sending  it  to  Somerset 
House.  Your  acquaintance  with  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  is 
evidently  very  crude,  and  before  long  you  will  be  smarting 
under  the  infliction  of  a  penalty,  which  you  can  certainly 
avoid  by  investing  2s.  6d.  in  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medi- 
cine-stamp Duty,"  which  you  can  get  from  most  of  the 
wholesale  houses. 

230/62.  Normal.  —Unless  a  special  agreement  were  made, 
salary  would  commence  from  the  day  when  you  began  work, 
not  from  the  day  when  you  were  engaged.  If  you  did  not 
care  to  wait  so  long,  you  should  have  raised  the  objection  at 
the  proper  time. 

231/67.    J.  W.  S.—See  answer  to  "  Petrol"  last  week. 

231/68.  Subscriber. — An  American  dentist  can  practise 
dentistry  in  England  as  any  other  unregistered  person  can. 
But  he  may  not  describe  himself  as  dentist,  &c,  nor  can  he 
receive  fees,  unless  he  is  on  the  register.  Certain  American 
diplomas  (D.D.M.  Univ.  Harvard,  and  D.D.S.  Univ.  Michigan) 
are  recognised  and  entitle  the  holders  to  registration  in  this 
country. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employes  only ;  queries  must, 

therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 

Querists'  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 

be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  sliould  be  placed  on  the  sample. 

Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


247/34.    Yorkshireman. — At  present,  no. 

222/3.  Nemo.— Oil  of  Rhodium,  is  generally  a  mixture 
of  sandalwood  oil  and  almond  oil,  with  a  trace  of  otto  of 
rose,  such  as^, 

Otto  of  rose  5ss. 

Sandalwood  oil   5jj< 

Almond  oil  •  Bj- 

Mix. 

224/56.    It.  W.  B.—li  we  wanted  pipeclay  for  making 
breeches-paste,  we  should  send  to  the  nearest  oil-shop  for  a 
penn'orth.    Failing  that  simple  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  use 
|  half  as  much  kaolin  (China  clay). 
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223/18.  Enamel  (Blackburn). — Phenacetin  gr.  viij.  is  the 
usual  dose  for  tic.  If  you  mix  liquorice  with  it  and  recom- 
mend the  powders  they  should  be  stamped,  but  not  if  so 
you  sell  phenacetin  unmixed. 

227/39.  J.  E.  R. — Show-crystals  of  sulphate  of  copper. — 
These  are  produced  by  dipping  a  piece  of  cord  or  wire  in  a 
hot  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper,  removing  it,  and, 
when  dry,  placing  in  a  saturated  solution  of  the  salt,  the 
strength  of  which  is  kept  up  by  suspending  a  bag  of  sul- 
phate of  copper  in  the  solution.  The  shape  of  the  finished 
mass  varies  according  to  the  shape  given  to  the  nucleus  in 
the  first  place,  and  may  also  be  varied  by  taking-  out  the 
crystal  as  it  "  grows,"  and  painting  any  particular  part  with 
solution. 

227/32.  J.  C. — Floor-polish. — Suet  can  be  powdered  by 
"  chilling  " — that  is,  at  a  low  temperature.  Paraffin  wax  is 
generally  used  for  floor-polish  ;  1  part  mixed  with  3  parts  of 
boric  acid  is  a  usual  formula. 

227/2.  Inquirer. — Cumin  Oil,  the  oil  from  Cwminwm 
cyminum,  is  an  article  of  commerce. 

220/19.  Ebona. — You  cannot  improve  on  the  method 
of  Dyeing  Billiard-balls  given  in  C.  B.,  June  26, 
page  1013. 

228/8.    H.  J.  S.— Cheap  Saline  :— 

Sodii  bicarb   ...  Jx. 

Ac.  tartaric.  ...       ...       ...       ...  §ix. 

Mag.  sulph.  exsicc.  ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Pulv.  saccliari    lb.  ij. 

If,  as  you  say,  you  intend  wrapping  in  paper,  you  will  have 
to  use  waxed  paper  or  some  similar  precaution  against 
damp. 

227/19.  Komrie. — (1)  Stearine  is  obtainable  of  various 
melting-points,  from  55°  to  7T6°  C,  so  that  you  have  a 
means  of  altering  the  physical  properties  of  your  Dentists' 
Modelling-composition  by  selecting  a  sample  of  stearine  to 
suit  your  purpose.  (2)  Non-poisonous,  soluble  Hair-wash 
Powder  for  penny  packets  to  destroy  nits : — 


5j. 

5iv. 

Siv. 


Naphthol   

Boric  acid 
Powdered  soap 
Soda  ash 

\  oz.  packets  sell  for  Id. 

229/58.  H.  8.  F.  B.— Your  formula  for  Dutch  Drops 
does  not  at  all  resemble  the  original.  This  is  how  the 
factitious  oil  is  generally  made  : — 

Oz. 

Balsam  of  sulphur  ...       ...       ...  1 

Oil  of  turpentine     ...       ...       ...  5 

The  balsam  of  sulphur  is  made  by  boiling  together  1  oz. 
sulphur  with  4  oz.  of  olive  oil  until  it  produces  a  thick  brown 
liquid. 

230/22.  S.  B.  S.  IF!— (1)  Self-raising  Flour  is  made  by 
adding  a  carefully-dried  mixture  of  1|  lb.  cream  of  tartar 
and  1  lb.  bicarbonate  of  soda  to  a  sack  of  flour  (280  lbs.), 
and  well  mixing.  (2)  We  should  think  one  of  Gardner's 
mixing-machines  would  suit  you. 

227/31.  W.  J. — To  make  Calcium  Chloride  into  Pills 
the  salt  is  freshly  fused  and  massed  with  a  trace  of  syrup. 
The  crystals  cannot  be  used  for  the  purpose. 

227/8.    L.  L. — Cough-mixture  free  from  legal  poison  : — 

Ext.  conii    5j, 

Vin.  ipecac   5iv. 

Acet.  rub.  idsei    §iv. 

Syr.  scillse   

Glycerini  et  theriaese  pt.  8eq.  ad  ...  gxx. 

Bub  the  ext.  conii  with  1  oz.  of  hot  water,  and  filter ;  then  mix 
with  the  other  ingredients, 

228/1.  Major. — We  should  not  expect  to  get  the  odour  of 
cacodyl  under  the  circumstances  you  mention  ;  but  why  do 
you  ask  ? 


229/37.  Milk. — (1)  Wanklyn's  Milk  Analysis  "  (Triibner, 
5s.).  (2)  Milk  analysis  is  quite  within  the  scope  of  a  phar- 
macist, and  there  is  certainly  nothing  illegal  in  undertaking 
analyses  for  payment.  The  fees  would  be  according  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  work  you  did  for  the  "  creamery." 

228/43.  F. — Foot-powder. — The  penny  packet  you  send 
contains  a  little  over  £  oz.  of  a  mixture  of  2  parts  of  fullers' 
earth  and  1  part  of  crystal  boric  acid. 

220/11.  Tinctura. — (1)  You  can  get  second-hand  shop- 
furniture  by  applying  to  those  who  advertise  in  the  C.  S;  B. 
coloured  Supplement  every  week.  That  is  a  bit  of  common 
knowledge  which  we  thought  everybody  knew.  (2)  Appli- 
cation to  Remove  Dandruff : — 


Besorcin 
Bectified  spirit 

Dissolve  and  add — 
Castor  oil 
Peruvian  balsam 
Oil  of  bergamot 
Oil  of  lavender 


5j. 

Jviiss. 

59. 

5iss. 
nix. 
itlv. 


Shake  well,  and  filter  through  a  paper  sprinkled  with  French 
chalk.    Beturn  the  filtrate  until  it  comes  through  quite  clear. 

The  hair  is  to  be  shampooed  with  this  every  night  (J  to  1 
oz.  is  sufficient),  and  afterwards  well  brushed.  The  lotion 
penetrates  the  hair-follicles,  and  in  time  kills  the  bacillus 
which  causes  dandruff.  When  that  is  done  the  hair  stops 
falling  out,  and  if  the  roots  have  not  been  destroyed  by  the 
bacilli,  it  begins  to  grow  lustily  again.  (3)  Glycerine  and 
Cucumber. — See  C.  4"  B.,  March  20,  page  487.  Use  cucumber 
pomade  :  "  Milk  of  Boses  and  Cucumber  "  means  a  different 
perfume.  (4)  Yes,  now  in  our  press.  (5)  Tincture  of  Myrrh 
for  Veterinary  Purposes. — We  presume  you  mean  tr.  aloes 
et  myrrhas — viz.,  powdered  aloes,  1  oz. ;  myrth,  2  oz. ;  proof 
spirit,  1  pint.  Macerate  with  shaking  for  three  or  four  days, 
and  filter.  Some  people  use  methylated  spirit,  thereby  laying 
themselves  open  to  prosecution  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Kevenue  for  defrauding  the  revenue. 

221/25.  Bent. — The  best  Acid-proof  Tooth-stopping  is 
white  guttapercha  carefully  inserted.  We  have  seen  it  last 
ten  years.    A  good  earthy  cement  is — 

Oxide  of  zinc  ...  ...  ...  25  oz. 

Silica     ...  ...  ...  ...  1  oz. 

Borax     ...  ...  ...  ...  ^  oz. 

Glass     ...  ...  ...  ...  5  dr. 

The  oxide  must  be  freshly  made,  and  the  whole  of  the  in- 
gredients in  fine  powder.  Mix  them,  sift,  and  preserve  in  a 
well-closed  bottle.  When  required  for  use,  make  sufficient  of 
the  powder  into  a  paste  with  zinc-chloride  solution  (sp.  gr. 
2000). 

219/6.  Inquisitive  asks  what  precipitate  is  formed  on  mix- 
ing solutions  of  alum  (potash)  and  borax  1  Aluminium 
hydroxide.  Although  borax  is  theoretically  an  acid  salt,  its 
aqueous  solution  is  alkaline,  owing,  it  would  appear,  to  the 
salt  being  hydrolised. 

220/20.  Benzene.  —We  have  never  examined  the  first  hair- 
preparation  which  you  name,  but  the  second  is  now  said  to 
be  a  solution  of  1  part  glycer.  boracis  in  11  parts  of  rose- 
water.  We  found  pilocarpine  in  it  seven  years  ago,  but  since 
that  time  the  alkaloid  has  become  expensive.  Perhaps  the 
makers  thought  the  hair  would  not  suffer  by  its  omission,  and 
they  were  not  far  wrong. 

213/42.  J.  H. — Composition-essence. — The  best  way 
to  prepare  this  is  by  percolation,  but  you  will  find  it  just  as 
troublesome  as  the  Diaey  plan,  although  that,  with  a  slight 
modification,  goes  all  right.  Take  composition-powder  (as 
Diaey,  page  481),  and  add  to  it  6  oz.  of  pinus  canadensis, 
2  oz.  each  cassia  and  mace,  and  1  oz.  Solazzi  liquorice— all 
in  powder.  Mix  the  whole  with  1  lb.  of  Demerara  sugar, 
and  moisten  with  a  menstruum  consisting  of  rectified 
spirit  3,  glycerine  5,  and  distilled  water  to  20.  After 
standing  under  cover  for  eight  hours,  pack  carefully  in  a 
percolator,  and  percolate  1£  gal.  of  essence,  recovering 
the  menstruum  in  the  marc  in  the  usual  manner. 

222/25.  liq.  Hoses  Bide. — Piccallili. — We  have  not  a 
good  formula  for  this ;  perhaps  some  subscriber  will  oblige. 
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226/44.  Ben  Nevis. — The  following  is  probably  the  for- 
mula you  are  thinking  of  for  a  Pink  Carboy-colour  : — 


Cobalt,  oxid.  ... 
Ac.  nitric,  pur. 
Ac.  muriatic,  pur. 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Liq.  amm.  fort. 
Aq.  destill. 
Ac.  sulph.  pur. 

Set  aside  one  month, 


2  oz. 

1  oz.  (by  weight) 
1  oz. 


6  oz. 
3  gals. 

1  oz.  (by  weight) 


226/50.  Spermi. — The  ingredients  of  the  pill  you  mention 
would  be  too  stimulating.  Let  your  customer  try  some  pills 
each  containing  ergotin,  §  gr.  ;  ext.  nuc.  vom.,  \  gr. 

226/43.  Dent.  —  Pink  Dental  Modelling- wax.  —  See 
C.  $  D.,  June  5,  1897,  page  902. 

226/55.    Vernet. — Mountant  for  Photographs: — 


Powdered  starch 
Gelatine 
Spirit  ... 
Ca.rbolic  acid ... 
Water  


Oz. 
2 


12 


Heat  the  starch  with  10  oz.  of  water  until  the  granules  are  com- 
pletely tumified  and  a  translucent  jelly  is  formed,  then  add  the 
gelatine,  previously  dissolved  in  the  remaining  2  oz.  of  water,  and, 
lastly,  the  spirit  and  carbolic  acid. 

226/6.  Vergilius.  —  Potass,  iodid.  and  liq.  hydrarg. 
perchlor.  form  Mayer's  test  for  alkaloids,  so  that  on  adding 
the  tr.  opii  to  the  alkaloidal  a  precipitate  consisting  of 
morphia  and  other  proximate  principles  of  the  opium  is 
thrown  out. 

274/39.    Bona. — (1)  Children's  Worm-powders: — 

Parts 

Santonin.      ...       ...       ...       ...  2 

Calomel  1 

Pulv.  scamm.  co  3 

M. 

Dose :  1  year  to  18  months,  3  to  5  gr.  to  3  years,  6  gr. ; 
5  years,  8  gr.  &c. 

(2)  Laxative  Cooling  or  Teething  Powders  :— 

Calomel.        ...       ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Pulv.  ipecac  gr.  xxx. 

Pulv.  sacch.  lactis  ad         ...       ...  §iiss. 

Dose  :  Up  to  6  months,  1  gr. ;  6  months  to  12  months,  li  gr. ; 
12  months  and  under  2  years,  2g  gr. 

219/61.  Chemicus. — Your  Eczema-ointment  gives  on 
analysis  a  result  represented  by  the  following : — 


M. 


Hydrarg.  amnion. 
Teme  rosas  ... 
Ung.  zinci 
Vaselini  ad  ... 


gr.  xxv. 

gr.  xx.  vel  q.s. 

5iv. 

Si- 


214/19.  Digestive  Tea. — Tannic  acid  is  completely  oxidised 
to  CO  and  C02  by  electrolytic  oxygen.  Our  point  was  that 
the  sample  of  tea  you  sent  us  gave  abundant  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  tannin,  so  that  whatever  process  the  tea  had 
undergone  it  was  but  imperfectly  done. 

245/52.  W.  H.— Ointment  for  Gathered  Breasts. — 
Your  sample  consists  of  about  equal  parts  of  white  wax,  olive 
oil,  and  mutton  fat. 

>  221/50.  Oxbone.  —  Pneumatic  Liniments. — Either  of  the 
following  may  suit  you :  (1)  Equal  parts  of  lin.  aconiti,  lin. 
belladonnse,  lin.  saponis,  and  tr.  opii.    Mix.    (2) : — 

Capsicin   gr.  xv. 

Menthol   5j. 

Cochineal   5'j. 

Liniment  of  soap     ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

Macerate  for  a  day,  shaking  everyjhour,  then  filter. 

220,22.  September. — (1)  Skin-tonic— The  best  skin-tonic 
is  vigorous  health.  The  man  or  woman  who  is  lethargic, 
sickly,  lazy,  not  very  cleanly,  and  so  on,  shows  the  faults  in 
a  poor  skin,  and  no  lotion  or  anything  will  improve  that 


much  until  the  habits  are  reformed.  We  suppose  when  you 
ask  for  "  a  skin-tonic  to  keep  the  skin  soft  and  white, 
yet  not  too  relaxing,"  that  you  mean  a  lotion.  We  have  ex- 
amined many  tip-top  preparations  of  this  type  used  by  pretty 
women,  and  compounded  by  famous  specialists,  and  most  of 
them  have  come  out  so  : — 


Glycerine 
Rectified  spirit 
Perfume 
Water  


Mix. 


5> 
Sj. 

a  sufficiency 
Bij. 


The  lotions  are  sometimes  coloured,  and  rarely  they  contain 
\  gr.  of  mercuric  chloride  in  each  ounce  for  getting  rid  of 
pimples  Glycer.  boracis  ui.xx.  to  3j.  does  quite  as  well. 
(2)  We  do  not  know  any  Pomade  to  Make  the  Eyebrows 
and  Eyelashes  Grow  and  become  dark.  We  understand 
that  such  pomades  are  sold,  and  that  the  innocent  English- 
woman uses  them  in  perfect  good  faith.  You  will  not  be  far 
wrong  with  the  following  : — 


Hydrarg.  sulphid.  rub. 
01.  olivse 

Misce  et  adde — 

Lanolini 
Otto  iridis 

01.  cananga?  odorat.... 
Misce  bene. 


gr-  "J- 

5ss, 


5iss. 
gtt.  j. 
gtt.  j. 


Be  sure  you  charge  2s.  6d.  for  this,  otherwise  it  may  not  be 
efficacious.  We  may  add  that  pilocarpine  nitrate  is  sometimes 
used  instead  of  hyd.  sulph.  rub.,  and  we  know  that  as  many 
grains  of  borax  do  as  much  good. 

220/70.  Monday.— -We  do  not  care  to  discuss  the  im- 
provement of  formulae  in  this  section  without  revealing  the 
formulae,  because  everybody  is  in  the  dark  except  those 
specially  interested.  The  only  medicine  which  you  can  add 
to  your  indigestion-mixture  which  will  not  alter  the  appear- 
ance or  taste  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  tend  to  make 
it  laxative  in  effect,  is  ext.  euonymi  liq.  Use  8  oz.  of  this 
and  the  same  of  tr.  nucis  vom.  for  the  2  gals,  of  the 
mixture.  We  would  also  reduce  the  bism.  et  ammon.  cit.  to 
2\  oz.  to  the  same  quantity  :  a  very  little  of  a  soluble  bis- 
muth preparation  goes  a  long  way.  The  late  Mr.  G.  F. 
Schacht  proved  that  about  fifty  years  ago,  but  the  drug- 
trade  seems  to  keep  its  eyes  shut  to  the  fact. 


INFORMATION  WANTED 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  follounnf  from  any  who  can 
furnish  the  information. 


229/72.  Maker  of  Norriss's  condition-powders. 
229/72.    Maker  of  Blount's  oil  of  tar. 


Coming  Events, 

Note. —  We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings 
in  this  section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by 
the  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be 
held.  Secretaries  should  also  furnish  us  with  copies  of  the 
printed  programmes  arranged  for  the  session. 


Tuesday,  October  12. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society.  At  the  Gallery,  5a  Pall  Mall  East, 
8  p.m.  The  President's  annual  address,  and  presentation  of 
the  medals.  ... 

Thursday,  October  14. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.,  .  Annual  smoking-concert, 
Council  Chamber,  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  8  p.m. 

Kontgen  Society. 

The  ox>ening  meeting  of  the  above  Society  will  be  held  at  St. 
Martin's  Town  Hall,  London,  W.C.,  on  November  5,  when  Pro- 
fessor Sylvanus  Thompson  will  deliver  the  presidential  address. 
An  exhibition  of  Rb'ntgen  methods,  apparatus,  and  photographs 
will  be  held  at  the  same  time. 


